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1.1 Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004
 it is a requirement to prepare and publish a Consultation Statement for a range of planning policy documents, including Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs), to outline any initial consultation undertaken with key stakeholders and other bodies prior to formal public consultation. 

1.2 This Consultation Statement describes the involvement of key stakeholders, the community, voluntary organisations and statutory consultees in the preparation of the Leading in Design: Making it Easy SPD. 

1.3 This statement details who the planning authority consulted in connection with the preparation of the SPD and how they were consulted. It presents a summary of the main issues raised in these consultations and explains how these issues have been addressed in the consultation draft version of the SPD. 

1.4 There has been a previous consultation relating to the Leading in Design: Making it Easy SPD. The issues raised by this consultation have been taken into account when preparing the public consultation document. A consultation with Key Stakeholders was undertaken in January 2005.  Details of responses to this consultation are set out in Appendix 1.
1.5 The Burton on the Wolds Village Design Statement SPD seeks to:

· Expand upon existing Local Plan polices in relation to access issues;

· encourage awareness of, and provide guidance on, the design considerations necessary to ensure convenient and suitable access to buildings and the public realm for disabled people.
· provide an access checklist that outlines basic good practice for property owners, developers and designers.
1.6 The intention of the guidance is to support the advice in ‘Charnwood – Leading in Design’, the Council’s draft design framework document that is intended to encourage, promote and inspire higher design standards in development throughout Charnwood.  The document, and will assist the Council in carrying out its duty to control development in accordance with relevant policies and government guidance.

1.7 We recognise and understand the increasing local concern over access issues in new development and Leading in Design SPD has been adopted to encourage, promote and inspire higher design standards in development throughout Charnwood.

1.8 The draft Leading in Design: Making it Easy SPD was considered by Cabinet on 28th April 2005. The Cabinet resolved:
1. that the response of the Head of Planning Services to comments made by the Key Stakeholders, set out in Appendix 1 to the submitted report, be accepted;
2. that the undertaking of a full consultation on Leading in Design: Making it Easy be approved.

1.9 The Consultation Draft SPD is now published for public comment. Representations should be submitted to the Council by 3rd January 2006. 

Appendix 1

Charnwood Leading in Design: Making it Easy – Key Stakeholder Consultation Responses

	Respondent
	Summary of comments
	Response of Head of Planning Services with proposed change to the guidance

	Birstall Parish Council
	Members commended the Report.  The “access checklist – out and about” could make a stronger reference to the need for ensuring that traffic is totally discouraged from parking over or immediate to an access route. 


	Noted.  Reference will be added to this issue.

	Building Control Service, Charnwood BC
	1.  Parts of the document deal with access within the building, which is not a planning consideration and cannot be enforced through planning legislation.  It is suggested that these sections should be omitted from the guide, together with diagrams 6, 7 & 7a, as these are all Building Regulations matters, which are enforceable under that legislation.  

2.  The document contains no mention of the desirability of submitting an ‘Access Statement’ (as suggested in ODPM good practice guidance) in order to justify submitted designs. 

3.  Appendix 1 should be deleted or amended to point out that Building Regulations covers ‘alterations’ to buildings and many ‘changes of use’, and not just ‘new development’.

4.  Some of the dimensions in Diagram 4 need to be amended to be fully in accordance with the latest Building Regulations Approved Document.  


	1.  The guidance is principally being prepared as SPD that will guide planning decisions.  However, it also encourages and promotes good practice generally in the design of buildings and the public realm, supporting other access related aspects of the Council’s work, such as those within the remit of Building Control.  The guidance would be less useful and effective if issues within buildings were omitted.  It is recommended that the text be amended to identify more clearly the parts of the guidance that relate to SPD and those that relate to the Building Regulations or the Disability Discrimination Act.

2.  The text will be amended to acknowledge the role of ‘Access Statements’.

3.  This text quotes the adopted Charnwood Local Plan and any amendment will need to be part of the Local Development Framework (LDF) review.

4.  Noted.  The dimensions will be corrected.  

	CABE
	CABE is consulted about more schemes than it has the resources to deal with and, unfortunately, is not able to provide comments on the scheme.


	Noted.

	Charnwood Borough Council Housing Services – Specialist Occupational Therapist.
	Well-prepared and sensible document, which complies with current legislation.  Additions suggested to the detailed text on the design of WCs and doorways in public corridors.     


	Noted.  The text will be revised to acknowledge suggestions. 

	Cllr Mike Jones
	There must be sufficient off-footway space for the storage of wheelie bins.  The present build-up of bins on terraced streets is a hazard for frail elderly, and disabled people, to say nothing of people with prams.  New build must not be allowed to add to this problem. 


	Noted.  Reference will be added to this issue.

	English Heritage
	There is no reference in the text to the special considerations required in gaining access to historic buildings.  We hope that this can be rectified by the addition of a short section setting out some of the considerations set out in EH guidance ‘Easy Access to Historic Buildings’ (2004).


	Noted.  Reference will be added to this issue. 

	English Nature
	No observations to make regarding the document.


	Noted.

	Leicestershire Constabulary
	 A minor amendment is suggested to Diagram 2, an addition is recommended to the text of Appendix 1 (Policy TR/21,iii) and an addition (the British Parking Association) is suggested to the Useful Contacts list. 
	Noted.  The text and diagram will be revised, where possible.  However, the suggested addition to the adopted Charnwood Local Plan Policy TR/21 will need to be considered as part of the LDF review.  



	Leicestershire County Council
	A number of detailed amendments and additions are suggested to the Access Checklist (Sections 5.1 & 5.3) and to the diagrams (Nos 1, 3/3a, 4, 5, 6 & 7/7a).    


	The text and diagrams will be revised, where possible, to take account of the suggested detailed amendments and additions.  

	Ruth Youngs

Chair of the Charnwood Pedestrian Consultative Group
	A number of detailed additions are suggested to the text (Sections 5.1, 5.2 & 5.3) and comments made on Diagrams 1, 3 & 7.
	The text and diagrams will be revised, where possible, to take account of the suggested additions & comments.   


� Regulation 17(1)(b) of the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004. 








