Safety warning issued over battery storage

FIREFIGHTERS and Council officials are warning residents to take extra care when storing batteries following an incident in Loughborough.

Fire investigators said a recent fire at a property was caused when a button battery and a lithium battery, being stored in a recycling bag, touched and created a spark.

Now Charnwood Borough Council and Leicestershire Fire and Rescue say residents should isolate button batteries by wrapping them in tape or other non-conductive material.
Councillor Hilary Fryer, Charnwood Borough Council’s Cabinet member for Cleansing and Open Spaces, said: “This is an extremely serious issue and we want residents to take special care when storing batteries for our recycling service.

“We will include new information and safety guides about button batteries on the battery recycling bags in future.

“It is important to stress that this is an extremely rare occurrence but we want people to ensure they store batteries in the correct way to prevent it from happening again.”

General safety tips include: 

· Button batteries could be individually wrapped (sellotape or non-conductive tape) to avoid interaction.

· Do not accumulate a large amount of loose button batteries

· If button batteries get in touch with 9V batteries a reverse discharge may happen which might cause a spark

· Batteries should be kept at temperatures between -40 and 50 Celsius
· Batteries should be kept away from direct sunlight

· Do not place batteries where they can touch other metals such as loose change in a pocket

· If a battery is damaged or leaking, immediately isolate from other batteries. Always wear protective gloves when handling damaged batteries and wash your hands.
· Any wires from batteries should be removed
For more information, please contact Charnwood Borough Council’s recycling team by emailing cleaner.greener@charnwood.gov.uk, visit: http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/kerbside_battery_collections, or phone 01509 634 563.
