Charnwood Local Development Framework


Burton on the Wolds Village Design Statement Supplementary Planning Document 

Statement of Consultation of Main Issues Raised through Public Consultation
1. INTRODUCTION 

Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004
 a local planning authority shall not adopt a Supplementary Planning Document until:

· Representations made in respect of the draft SPD have been considered;

· A statement is prepared setting out a summary of the main issues raised in these representations and how these main issues have been addressed in the SPD which it is intended to adopt.

This document sets out the main issues raised through public consultation on the draft Burton on the Wolds Village Design Statement SPD and indicates how these main issues were addressed in revising the SPD for adoption. 

Eight responses were received on the SPD. The responses include comments from  English Nature, East Midlands Regional Assembly, Leicestershire C.C., Burton on the Wolds, Cotes & Prestwold Parish Council, Environment Agency, Government Office for the East Midlands, Leicestershire Constabulary Architectural Liaison Officer and a private individual.
2. MAIN ISSUES RAISED THROUGH CONSULTATION AND HOW THE ISSUES WERE ADDRESSED
	
	MAIN ISSUES
	RESPONSE TO ISSUE

	1
	Suggest amendment to Policy L9 to take into account Government guidance on Biodiversity and Geological Conservation PPS9, which identifies that 2000 species and habitats may now be a material consideration to planning issues.


	Policy L9 amended.

	3
	More needs to be made of the potential wildlife value of the broad roadside verges.


	Include this potential into supporting text for Policy L2 and L5.

	5
	Concern was expressed regarding the lengthy adoption process and the requirements of regional government of a document produced by a group of committed and enthusiastic volunteers, identifying what local people value.


	The adoption process and requirements of Supplementary Planning Documentation (SPD) is set out in the Planning and Compensation Act 2004.  Only once Village Design Statements are adopted as SPD can the document significantly influence planning decisions.  

No changes proposed.


	6
	Uncertain as to how the issues identified in paragraph 37 of the sustainability report will be addressed.

The term ‘flood defence’ should be replaced by ‘flood risk’ in paragraph 41 of the Sustainability Appraisal.
	A reference to ‘Leading in Design’ in the introduction to the VDS document will cover these issues and avoid needless repetition.

Amended as suggested.

	7
	It should be made clear that the document is SPD and as such clearly identify the saved policies in the Local Plan that the document seeks to supplement.

Reference should be made to Planning Policy Statements and the Structure Plans full title.


	Include ‘Supplementary Planning Document’ on the title page.

Indicate in the ‘Introduction’ that the document has been prepared to supplement saved policies from the Local Plan.  Primarily, EV1 but also others identified in the table at the end of the document.

Document amended.



	8
	Policy S5 illustration does not depict a ‘safe’ public footpath.

In the Sustainability Report a marginally positive effect should be identified for policy S5.


	Use alternative illustration.

Report amended.

	9
	Policy L5: Recommend adding reference to consideration of the conservation of soil resources, 


Policy S13: Recommend adding reference to designing out crime and to the Leading in Design SPD. 

Policy B1: Recommend reference to Leading in Design with regard to sustainable design and construction techniques

Policy S1: Recommend reference to Leading in Design with regard to design and construction techniques that take into account the need to be adaptable to temperature change and possible increased flood risk.


	Document amended.

Document amended.

Document amended.

Document amended. 


A summary of all representations has been prepared and considered by Cabinet on 3rd  November 2005 before finalising the SPD for adoption. Details are set out in Appendix 1and 2.
The ‘Statement of Consultation’ (Charnwood Borough Council, September 2005) published alongside the Draft Burton on the Wolds Village Design Statement SPD SPD sets out the details of initial consultation undertaken with key stakeholders and other bodies prior to formal public consultation.

Appendix 1 – Cabinet Report and Minute

CABINET – 3rd November 2005
Report of the Director of Development
ITEM

Burton on the Wolds - Village Design Statement
Purpose of the Report

To inform Cabinet of the responses received from the full consultation and request that the Burton on the Wolds Village Design Statement is adopted as Supplementary Planning Documentation.

Recommendations

1. That the comments made during the final consultation stage and the Director of Development’s response to those comments be noted. (See Appendix 1)

2. That the Burton on the Wolds Village Design Statement be adopted as a Supplementary Planning Document.

Reasons

1&2
To ensure that the document is produced in accordance with the requirement for the adoption of Supplementary Planning Documents set out in the Town & Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004.

Policy Context

A Village Design Statement (VDS) sets out clear and simple guidance for the design of all development in a village, based on its character. It is an advisory document produced by the village community, not by the planning authority and is therefore unlike any other planning document, in that it is entirely community based.  It is important that the parish council, plus planning authority councillors and officers are drawn in to this VDS process. 

Current Planning Policy Guidance/Planning Policy Statements encourage Local Planning Authorities to adopt Village Design Statements as Supplementary Planning Documents to compliment their Local Development Framework.

The Borough of Charnwood Local Plan contains a policy, Policy EV/1, about design.  It indicates that the Borough Council will seek to ensure a high standard of design in all new developments.  The policy sets out a number of criteria against which new development proposals will be judged.  The explanatory text refers to the production of design guides to outline the key defining local characteristics for various parts of the Borough.

Background

Local communities have an appreciation and understanding of their own place, and a Village Design Statement is based on this knowledge. It describes the qualities that residents value in their village and its surroundings. Around 200 English communities have completed Design Statements to date.

They are of value to residents, planners, designers and developers. Broad involvement of local interests is necessary so that the finished design statement is a representative document, and one that presents ideas for stimulating and sustaining community involvement in planning issues. 

Village Design Statements are intended to influence the operation of the statutory planning system, by providing valuable, locally specific design guidance that will help to ensure that developments are sympathetic to the existing village character and make a positive contribution to the immediate environment. It will not stop change from happening, but it will help affect how any new building fits in to the village.

A number of parishes in Charnwood are progressing Village Design Statements.  These provide valuable locally specific design guidance that can help to ensure that developments are sympathetic to existing village character.  Work on Village Design Statements for Burton on the Wolds, Newtown Linford, Queniborough, Wooodhouse Eaves and Woodhouse are well advanced.  

The Village Design Statement for Burton on the Wolds has now reached the end of its final consultation stage.  It is the intention to progress this Village Design Statement for adoption as a Supplementary Planning Document.  Taking into account comments received during the last consultation stage a final version of the document has been produced for consideration by Cabinet for adoption by Council as Supplementary Planning Documentation (SPD).
Financial Implications
None
Risk Management

No risk identified.
Key Decision:


No

Background Papers:

Draft Burton on the Wolds Village Design Statement 2004

Officer to Contact:

Mark Fennell
01509 634748





mark.fennell@charnwood.gov.uk
Appendix 2
Burton on the Wolds Village Design Statement - Consultation Responses

	
	Respondent
	Comments
	Response of the Director of Development


	1
	English Nature


	Suggest amendment to Policy L9 to take into account Government guidance on Biodiversity and Geological Conservation PPS9, which identifies that 2000 species and habitats may now be a material consideration to planning issues.


	Policy L9 amended.

	2
	East Midlands Regional Assembly


	Noted the contents.  No comments to make.
	No change.

	3
	Leicestershire C.C.


	More needs to be made of the potential wildlife value of the broad roadside verges.


	Include this potential into supporting text for Policy L2 and L5.

	4
	Mr Tony Edmonds


	Wholeheartedly supports the adoption of the document.
	No change.

	5
	Burton on the Wolds, Cates & Prestwold Parish Council


	Reiterate their support for the adoption of the document.

Concern is expressed regarding the lengthy adoption process and the requirements of regional government of a document produced by a group of committed and enthusiastic volunteers, identifying what local people value.


	The adoption process and requirements of Supplementary Planning Documentation (SPD) is set out in the Planning and Compensation Act 2004.  Only once Village Design Statements are adopted as SPD can the document significantly influence planning decisions.  

No changes proposed.

	6
	Environment Agency


	Welcome the inclusion of guideline S1 with regard to balancing lagoons.

Uncertain as to how the issues identified in paragraph 37 of the sustainability report will be addressed.

The term ‘flood defence’ should be replaced by ‘flood risk’ in paragraph 41 of the Sustainability Appraisal.


	No change.

A reference to ‘Leading in Design’ in the introduction to the VDS document will cover these issues and avoid needless repetition.

Amended as suggested.

	7
	Government Office for the East Midlands.


	It should be made clear that the document is SPD and as such clearly identify the saved policies in the Local Plan that the document seeks to supplement.

Reference should be made to Planning Policy Statements and the Structure Plans full title.


	Include ‘Supplementary Planning Document’ on the title page.

Indicate in the ‘Introduction’ that the document has been prepared to supplement saved policies from the Local Plan.  Primarily, EV1 but also others identified in the table at the end of the document.

Document amended.



	
	Leicestershire Constabulary.

Architectural Liaison Officer


	Policy S5 illustration does not depict a ‘safe’ public footpath.

In the Sustainability Report a marginally positive effect should be identified for policy S5.


	Use alternative illustration.

Report amended.

	8
	Sustainability Appraisal Report recommendations


	Policy L5: Recommend adding reference to consideration of the conservation of soil resources, 


Policy S13: Recommend adding reference to designing out crime and to the Leading in Design SPD. 
Policy B1: Recommend reference to Leading in Design with regard to sustainable design and construction techniques

Policy S1: Recommend reference to Leading in Design with regard to design and construction techniques that take into account the need to be adaptable to temperature change and possible increased flood risk.


	Document amended.

Document amended.

Document amended.

Document amended. 


Extract from Minute of Cabinet Meeting held on 3rd November 2005.

120. BURTON ON THE WOLDS VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT 

Councillor Sharpe left the meeting during consideration of the item. 

A report of the Director of Development outlining the responses received from the consultation on the draft Village Design Statement and requesting that the Burton on
the Wolds Village Design Statement be adopted as Supplementary Planning Documentation was submitted (item 8 on the agenda filed with these minutes). 

RESOLVED 
1. 
that the comments made during the final consultation stage and the Director of Development.s response to those comments be noted; 
2. 
that the Burton on the Wolds Village Design Statement be adopted as a Supplementary Planning Document, as submitted. 

REASONS
1.&2. 
To meet the requirements for the adoption of Supplementary Planning Documents set out in the Town & Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004. 

Burton on the Wolds


Village Design Statement


Supplementary Planning Document 
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� Regulation 18(4)(b) of the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004. 








