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Press release

GAMES TIME LANDS IN LOUGHBOROUGH

Spectacular live outdoor stage show to feature 160 local people

Games Time, a spectacular outdoor stage show combining music, video, fireworks and professional dancers, will be performed in Loughborough as part of The Spark Children’s Art Festival in June 2012 – and producers are looking for 160 local people to take part.

The show, which is inspired by the Olympic and Paralympic Games, gives volunteers the chance to work with professional dancers and choreographers, costume makers and set designers as well as seeing how a large outdoor show is put together.

It made its debut in Skegness in July in front of more than 10,000 people, and after Loughborough will be performed in Northampton and Derby later in the year.

Derby-based Déda Producing, in partnership with Charnwood Borough Council, Leicestershire County Council, Charnwood Arts, and Spark Children’s Arts Festival, is looking to recruit volunteers to be part of the cast for Games Time, which is set on a stage designed as a giant games board, with the cast acting in four teams to win points.

It is directed by Lea Anderson, the world renowned director and founder of the contemporary dance company The Cholmondeleys and The Featherstonehaughs, Mahogany, who provide costumes for large outdoor events including the Notting Hill Carnival, and Walk the Plank, leaders in large-scale pyrotechnic events.

Games Time has been funded by Legacy Trust UK, an independent charity set up to help build a lasting cultural and sporting legacy from the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games across the UK.
The producers are looking for individuals and groups, aged 13 and over, from in and around Loughborough, Leicester and Leicestershire. Experience in dancing or performing isn’t necessary but a commitment to the rehearsal schedule is a requirement.

Stephen Munn, Executive Producer of Déda Producing said: “Games Time is a visual feast of larger than life characters competing on a massive games board. They are playing to win. 
“The event brings together world class artistic and production partners and gives people in the East Midlands a once in a lifetime chance to be part of celebrations around the Olympic Games.”

Councillor Paul Harley, Charnwood Borough Council’s Cabinet member for Leisure and Culture, said: “We’re absolutely thrilled to be welcoming Games Time to Loughborough.

“To be chosen to host such a spectacular event to promote the Olympics is an honour for the Borough and I’m sure will be a fantastic spectacle for residents to enjoy and remember. 

“By hosting Games Time, this huge investment recognises how Loughborough is at the heart of next summer’s Olympics which is something we should all be very proud of.”

Games Time centres around a battle between four teams of coloured counters on a large games board. The event brings together world class artistic and production partners and gives people in the East Midlands a once in a lifetime chance to be part of celebrations around the Olympic Games.
Clare Limb, Outreach Manager at Deda Producing said, “We are looking for individuals and groups from in and around Loughborough. You don’t need to be a dancer or a performer but we are looking for people who will commit to the rehearsal schedule and who want to make the most of this opportunity.” 

Nick Slater, Director of Arts at Loughborough University said: “Loughborough University is pleased to be a partner in this exciting and ambitious cultural project that will help celebrate the presence of the Team GB and Team Japan in Loughborough in the run up to the London 2012 Games.”
Interested individuals or groups need to contact Déda Producing by 12 January 2012. A series of Taster Sessions will be held in February 2012 where potential cast members can get a taste of what’s involved in taking part.

To express an interest please contact Clare Limb at c.limb@deda.uk.com or call 01332 374681 or visit www.gamestime.org.uk
For interview requests, press and publicity please contact Nick Britten, Schofield Britten Media, on 07896 950699 or nick.britten@schofieldbritten.co.uk
Notes to editors:

Legacy Trust UK is an independent charity set up to create a lasting cultural and sporting legacy from London 2012 in communities across the UK.

The Trust is funded by a £40 million endowment from the Big Lottery Fund (£29m), Department for Culture Media and Sport (£6m) and Arts Council England (£5m), and  is a Principal Funder of the Cultural Olympiad and London 2012 Festival. 
www.legacytrustuk.org
The Cholmondeleys and The Featherstonehaughs are amongst the UK’s most exciting contemporary dance companies. Under the artistic direction of Lea Anderson, both companies have sustained an inventive and highly distinctive output for over 25 years and pioneered work in non-theatrical spaces and other media such as film and video.  As one of the most important figures in British contemporary dance, Lea Anderson is known for her original and off-kilter choreographic style and for championing a meticulous and rich creative process along with a sense of ambition and expectation.

Walk the Plank is a creative force of artists, pyrotechnicians and event engineers who weave together performance, visual images, fire, fireworks and music. The company works across a variety of scales, from international shows to village festivals, crafting remarkable moments that connect people with places, and celebrate special occasions. www.walktheplank.co.uk
Mahogany is a group of multi-disciplinary artists who design and create large scale kinetic sculptures/carnival costumes utilising the human body in the art form of "Mas Making", Masquerade or Street Theatre.The group was created by designer Clary Salandy and structural engineer Michael Ramdeen to develop techniques of costume design and construction and to heighten the understanding of Carnival and Carnival Arts.

ArtsAgenda is a producer of national and international artists, projects and events. Our aim is make artists’ inspirational ideas happen. As the catalyst between artist and audience, we work to produce beautiful, original and unusual art that can move, change and cheer those it reaches.

QUAD is Derby’s centre for art and film, on the Market Place in Derby city centre. QUAD is a gallery, cinema, café bar and workshop that anyone can use. QUAD is a partnership between Derby City Council, Arts Council England, EM Media, European Union, East Midlands Development Agency, Derby and Derbyshire Economic Partnership, Derby City Partnership and Derby Cityscape. See www.derbyquad.co.uk for more information. 

Déda is an arts organisation located in Derby which offers a programme that engages a diverse audience through performance, producing and participation; promoting and presenting a balance of work that is both accessible and challenging.

Déda Producing was created in 2009 to facilitate and generate commercial activity through a range of work including festivals, touring and projects.

Loughborough University is one of the country’s leading universities, with an international reputation for research that matters, excellence in teaching, strong links with industry, and unrivalled achievement in sport and its underpinning academic disciplines.
