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Climate Change 

Opportunities that GI may play in helping to mitigate and reduce the effects of climate change should developed in the proposed approach.  In particular, the approach to Gi needs to include the role of  Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems, ‘green roofs’ and contributions Gi can make in offsetting the urban heat island effect. 
Access

DL indicated that the strategic issues associated with access need to be brought out.  DL indicated that main recreational routes such as long distance footpaths and main Sustrans cycling routes need to be mapped in the same level of detail as other parts of the GI network.  Diagrams in evidence base and the key diagrams need to outline the access issues.
Evidence

There was a need to co-ordinate the approach to evidence gathering with 6 Cs coordinator and neighbouring districts, to ensure consistency of approach which will withstand testing through examination.  There is a large need to examine the relationship that parts of the borough have with surrounding local authority areas.  Landscape and wildlife features extend across local authority boundaries, and resident of Charnwood may look to neighbouring areas for their leisure and recreation needs.
MJ questioned the level of evidence and the fact that a number of important wildlife sites such as the River Lynnn have not been identified.  MJ indicated that current evidence was sufficient to identify the strategic wildlife issues in the borough.

Mapping Issues/ Key Diagram

DL suggested that it was important to present evidence in graphical form, as it was easier to identify and understand spatial issues.

TL suggested looking at the key diagram and evidence in the Hinckley and Bosworth GI strategy

Components of Strategic GI Network

 TL asked whether the National Forest be included as an element of strategic GI, as it is a government initiative rather than a specific landscape feature.  TL suggested that the Rothley Brook could be included as a element of strategic GI as it 
Targets
TL indicated was that a key message from the last stakeholder workshop was that core strategies must state what GI would be delivered.  Targets should be ‘SMART’.
‘SpaceforTrees’ and the East Midlands Regional Plan can be used as a starting point in helping to develop targets at a local level.
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