CHARNWOOD BOROUGH COUNCIL

[image: image1.jpg][ G

Grants




Guidance and Criteria

Growth Support Grant 
2015 - 2017
Contact:
Regeneration and Economic Development Officer
Charnwood Borough Council

Southfields

[image: image2.jpg]V' 7

-
Charnwood

Leaduing v~ Leicestershire




Loughborough

LE11 2TR 

Direct Line: 01509 634727
Email: growth.support@charnwood.gov.uk 
	These guidance notes apply to applications submitted after 1 April 2015. Please check our website to make sure that you are using the latest guidance and application forms:

http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/growth_support_grant_scheme 




	Introduction


The Charnwood Growth Support Grant provides support to Town and Parish Councils, properly constituted community organisations, non profit making business organisations, charities and educational institutions, social enterprises and community interest companies to invest in one off non recurrent revenue or capital projects of benefit to economic development which would not go ahead without such financial assistance.
As the funding comes from the public purse, the money must be spent for the benefit of the public in general. 
The Council’s Aims

“Our Place” is the Council’s Corporate Plan for the period 2012-2016. Through that plan we aim to ensure that Charnwood continues to be a prosperous and thriving Borough which embraces innovation and enterprise, whilst providing a wide range of employment opportunities across the Borough.

We want to promote physical and economic growth across the whole of the Borough by:

· Finalising and adopting the local plan to promote development across the Borough, including new homes, supporting infrastructure and opportunities for business growth whilst protecting the unique identity of our towns and villages and vital green spaces.

· Providing guidance to those towns that wish to develop a Town Centre Partnership.

· Promoting affordable housing development to meet people’s aspirations to live in rented or privately owned homes.

We want to support economic development and regeneration by working together with the Leicester and Leicestershire Enterprise Partnership and other partners to support priority projects.
The priority projects identified in the Corporate Plan are described in greater detail and supplemented in the Council’s Regeneration Strategy and include:
· The former Astra Zeneca site

· University Science and Enterprise Park

· The Watermead Corridor (Thurmaston / Syston)

· East Loughborough’s Industrial Heritage Quarter (Bell Foundry, Great Central Railway and Windmill Road)

· Loughborough Town Centre (Devonshire Square, Baxter Gate and the Inner Relief Road)

· Shepshed Town Centre

We want to help businesses to prosper and develop vibrant towns and villages across the Borough by:

· Working with partners to create a super fast broadband network in rural areas

· Supporting rural tourism to increase prosperity across Charnwood

· Creating a growth fund to support and encourage business growth

· Supporting Loughborough Town Centre Master Plan

· Supporting the aims and implementation of the Business Improvement District including promoting Loughborough’s attractions and businesses and making it easier for people to find their way to and around Loughborough.
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	1.
Types of schemes for which funding is available 


This scheme is intended to support:
a. Workforce development such as supporting apprenticeships, providing staff training and the development of skills. 

b. Infrastructure improvements that facilitate job creation or retention and / or economic growth through improved accessibility. e.g. broadband  .

c. Affordable housing contributions that aid economic growth and sustainability, especially in rural areas
d. Other economic development or growth opportunities.
(Cabinet 5 July 2012)

Other economic development and growth opportunities typically may include:

· Delivery of the Council’s regeneration priorities as set out in the Corporate Plan and Regeneration Strategy,

· Improvements to the public realm which encourage greater foot fall in town and village centres.

· Support for Community Right to Build initiatives related to the delivery of new shops and business premises. 
· Business networking, training and development seminars, workshops and events.
· Advertising and marketing campaigns and promotions.
Grants are subject to a maximum of 50% of the cost of the scheme. 
Specific contracts negotiated for the delivery of workforce development services through a partner organisation may be exempt from this limitation.
In all cases the level of grant that can be offered will be dependent upon the total amount of money committed to support the scheme through the Council’s annual budget. The grant scheme is wholly discretionary.
Normally no more than one award will be made to any single organisation in any financial year. Any additional award will need to be specifically approved by the Council’s Cabinet which will have regard to the particular merits of the scheme, evidence of any special circumstances and competing demands upon the resources available.
In addition, in order to be eligible for a grant the project must:

1. deliver economic benefits within the Borough of Charnwood.

2. be delivered by an organisation that is properly constituted and fully inclusive. Membership must be open to the general public and not refused on grounds of gender, race, disability, sexual orientation, occupation, religious, political or other beliefs.
3. not seek competitive advantage for individual businesses contrary to the rules and principles governing state aid.
4. not relate to religious belief or party political activities. Works to religious buildings are excluded except those which fulfil a substantially wider role in the delivery of economic development services beyond the confines of religious practices.

5. obtain the necessary planning permission and building controls required for any building works within the scheme. 

6. begin within twelve months of the Grant aid being approved.

Although all applications will be considered on their merits, there can be no assumption that the Borough Council will be able to replace time-limited funding from the National Lottery or other schemes.

	2. Assessment criteria


When assessing your application the Council will consider the following factors:
How does the project contribute to meeting the Council’s priorities?

· How does the project benefit businesses or residents of Charnwood?

· How does the project contribute to the key priorities of the Council’s Corporate Plan commitment to the encouragement of growth and prosperity?

· Does the project deliver additional advantage in targeting one of the identified priorities of the Regeneration Strategy?

What is the financial need for grant funding?

· What balances and reserves do you have available?

· What proportion of the cost of the project is the Council being asked to fund?

What is the quality of the application?

· Have you prepared a sound business case for the project with supporting plans and drawings where necessary?

· Have you identified the total cost for the project and identified reliable sources for match funding to enable the project to begin?

· Have you identified a deliverable timetable for the project?

· How will you measure the success of the project and communicate the role of the Council in delivering that success?

How much local support and engagement is there in the project?

· Does your organisation encourage equality and diversity and encourage local participation?

· How broadly based is the community in your organisation and what support does it have among local businesses?

	3.  How to submit an application


If you feel that your group or organisation fulfils the preconditions above and the assessment criteria as set out in section 2 you should complete and return the application form to the address on page 1, or e-mail to growth.support@charnwood.gov.uk.   All relevant sections of the application form must be completed. 

Applicants will need to provide the following additional information although it is not always necessary to provide this at the time of application:

1. Requests for projects requiring capital investment must be accompanied by three competitive quotations for the proposed work.
2. Where relevant, confirmation of Building Regulations approval and/or planning permission for the works must be provided. 

3. Your organisation’s Equal Opportunities Policy or a statement that the organisation will abide by the key themes of the Council’s Equal Opportunities Policy.

4. If five or more staff are employed, your organisation’s Health and Safety Policy.

5. Where the grant will impact upon children / vulnerable adults, your organisation’s policy statement about how it works to protect those groups and discharges its safeguarding responsibilities. Any grant offered will be dependent on the applicant providing evidence of such a policy or evidence that the group is actively working towards adopting a policy. 

6. The two most recent bank statements for your organisation.

7. For grants over £2,000, audited accounts for the most recent financial year.
	4.  When to apply


All applicants wishing to apply for Growth Support Grant should submit their proposals as early as possible in the financial year.  This will enable as many applications as possible to be considered together at the relevant Cabinet meeting and enable applicants to have funding decisions near the beginning of the financial year.  Subject to sufficient resources being available, applications may be submitted later in the year for projects for which an application could not be submitted earlier.  The timetable for taking those decisions together with deadlines for the submission of applications will be posted on the Council’s web site at:
http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/growth_support_grant_scheme
	5. Processing applications 


Once your application is received by the Council an assessment will be completed, reviewing the application against the criteria set out in section 2. Once the assessment is completed the application and assessment will be considered by the Council’s Cabinet. Reports to the Cabinet will be submitted up to three times per year. This will mean that the Cabinet can consider and compare a number of applications at the same time.

You will be notified of the decision within 10 working days of the Cabinet meeting. Cabinet decisions may be reviewed by the Scrutiny Management Board if they are called-in by councillors and you will be notified if this is the case. If a decision is called-in it does no come into effect until the review of the process is complete. 

	6. Grant Agreements and Conditions of Funding


6 Grant agreements and conditions of funding
The Council needs to ensure that the public money it spends is used effectively. This includes monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of grant funding and partnership working. Therefore the Council needs to ensure that Growth Support Grants are contributing to the delivery of its corporate aims and are achieving value for money. 

A Monitoring form will be sent to all successful applicants and this must be completed and returned to the Council at the end of the financial year along with any annual/financial reports and photographs and feedback from the project if required. No further grant applications will be considered until the Monitoring Report Form has been returned.

Once written confirmation of an offer of grant aid has been received, work can begin on the scheme, provided all other consents and permissions have been secured (for instance, planning permissions or building control permits). Work should not begin prior to this approval.
The Grant Approval letter/funding agreement will set out any specific conditions attached to a grant approval. The following conditions apply to all approved schemes:

1. Any changes to the project or activity for which funding was originally granted require further approval from the Council.

2. The Borough Council logo must be included on all publicity material relating to the project or activity.  To obtain an electronic or hard copy of the logo please contact the Communications Team on 01509 634989.

3. Work should commence on the scheme within twelve months of being awarded the grant.

If you do not comply with the conditions attached to a grant the Council may seek to reclaim some or all of the grant awarded.

The grant will be paid to the organisation on production of copy invoices equal to or greater than the approved sum and upon confirmation that the work has been completed to a satisfactory standard. This may include an inspection of the site or confirmation of compliance with building regulations by the Council’s Building Control Section. Interim payments can be made as each area of work is completed.

If the organisation is VAT registered, VAT is then reclaimable by the organisation.  The grant allocation will be based on a percentage of the NET cost of the project.
If the organisation is not VAT registered, VAT is not reclaimable by the organisation.  The grant allocation will be based on a percentage of the GROSS cost of the project.
	7. Support and other sources of funding


If you are still in doubt, then please do not hesitate to telephone the Council on 01509 634727 to speak to the Regeneration and Economic Development Officer.  Alternatively you are welcome to visit Southfields and have an informal discussion about your particular needs.

It is our aim to help support you in finding the appropriate funding for you project. For additional support and assistance please contact the following:
· Regeneration and Economic Development Section
Charnwood Borough Council

Tel: 01509 634727
Email: growth.support@charnwood.gov.uk .
· The full range of Charnwood Grants can be viewed at   http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/charnwoodgrants or information can be requested using the contact details on the front page of these guidance notes.

· Five Steps to Funding – Leicestershire Toolkit includes information about:

· Preparing to make a bid 

· Identifying funding sources 

· Making a grant application 

· Once you have the money 

· Developing a fund raising strategy.

http://www.idoxopen4community.co.uk/leicestershire/ 
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