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Regulatory Reform (Housing Assistance) (England and Wales) Order 2002

Summary of Assistance
Renovation Grants

Applicants must be over 18 and have a valid National Insurance Number. Grants are means tested unless you are in receipt of one of the following benefits (documentation may be required).
· Income Support or Income Based Job Seekers Allowance

· Guaranteed element of Pension Credit

· Child Tax Credit where the assessed income is less than £15,050

· Working Tax Credit where the assessed income is less than £15,050

· Housing Benefit 

· Council Tax Benefit

· Income Based Employment & Support Allowance

The property must be over 10 years old.

Successive Grants are not allowed within 10 years (regardless of the value of Grant paid) It may therefore not be appropriate to apply for small grants. All grants are subject to detailed conditions and definitions. Please refer to the full Policy or contact us on the number below.

Owner Occupiers
· The House must lie within a Grant Priority Area

· The applicant must have owned and occupied the house for at least a year up to the date of application

Grant Conditions

The following Grant Conditions will apply throughout the Grant Condition Period which is the period of ten years following the certified date (the date on which the work is accepted as complete)
· If the house is transferred or sold, the whole grant shall be repaid. There are some exceptions which may apply in a small number of cases.

· You must maintain the house in a fit condition.

·  Adequate insurance shall be maintained throughout the  grant condition period.

· The house must be occupied in accordance with the Certificate of intended occupation given with the application.

· You will not normally be able to apply for a further Renovation Grant.

· When required, you will provide a statement giving details of who is occupying the house.

Failure to comply with any of the above will render the grant repayable on demand. The Council will be entitled to charge compound interest from the Certified Date.

Tenants

Tenants of houses within a Grant priority Area may apply for Renovation Grant. In addition to the conditions above which apply to the tenant and / or the landlord, a tenant

· Must have a duty to carry out the work for which grant is being sought

· Must obtain a Landlords Certificate stating that the house will be let throughout the Grant Condition Period.

Qualifying Work

· Remedying a house with Category 1 hazards to a condition of compliance with the HHSRS, and reasonable repair.

· Remedying a house in substantial disrepair to a condition of reasonable repair.

· Providing a satisfactory internal arrangement.

· To install for the first time, central heating for house owners aged over 60 who are not eligible for assistance under the Warm Front Scheme (subject to the maximum value and specification detailed on page 20)

· Where the above works would not bring the house up to a standard such as to meet the Decent Homes criteria, such additional work as is necessary to meet those criteria in the most cost effective way. Grant will not be paid solely to meet the Decent Homes Standard unless that work is also required to remedy HHSRS Category 1 hazards.
Qualifying Work

· Applications within this heading will be considered for the following outcomes:

· Remedying an unfit house to a condition of fitness and reasonable repair.

· Remedying a house in substantial disrepair to a condition of reasonable repair.

· Providing a satisfactory internal arrangement, e.g. no toilets directly off kitchens.

· Provision of one or more dwellings by conversion of a house or other building.

· The conversion of disused space over shops to provide living accommodation

· To improve Houses in Multiple Occupation to meet the currently adopted Standards of Charnwood Borough Council

· To install effective heating where none is present. 

· Thermal insulation works may be considered for grant aid as part of any larger scheme approved in above.

Amount of Grant

Provided that the Council is satisfied that renovation is appropriate, the grant shall be 

the whole reasonable cost of the agreed works, reduced by the amount calculated in a Test of Resources. A different test of resources will apply to landlords.

If you think you will qualify we are happy to carry out a preliminary Test of resources to help you decide whether to apply.

Regulatory Reform (Housing Assistance) (England and Wales) Order 2002

Summary of Assistance

Renovation Grants outside Priority Areas

Renovation Grants are not normally available outside priority areas. Where appropriate, an application for a Decent Homes Grant can be made.  If this is not possible then:-

The exceptions are

· Grants for “living over the shop” type conversions where the applicant intends to let the property. This will require cabinet approval.

· Grants to landlords buying an empty  (over 2 years) property for letting (property must have been bought within the six months prior to application)

In each case the applicant will have to show that the development contributes to meeting identified demand in the area.

· Where additional works falling outside the Disabled Facilities Grant definitions are necessary to enable a mandatory DFG to proceed. E.g. where an existing living room is to be converted to a bath/bedroom and a new lounge is required (where this is the most appropriate layout)

· Where action is being taken against an owner-occupier under the Council’s enforcement powers and the alternative action might be the carrying out of work in default. In such cases, the age of the applicant, length of occupation, physical and mental health will be taken into consideration as well as his/her financial position. 

Such cases will be referred to the Head of Housing & Health for consideration.
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