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activities, character and atmosphere of the town.

The Town Centre is relatively compact, centred on the
pedestrianised Market Place and Carillon Centre.The core area
has recently been extended with the opening of the Rushes
Centre.The major national chain stores represented in the
town are largely located in these three areas.There are many
independent shops in the town too with Wards End, Market
Street, Devonshire Square, Church Gate, Baxter Gate and Biggin
Street being important secondary shopping streets.

Traditional squares and spaces also remain — Bedford Square,
Devonshire Square, Derby Square and Ashby Square - although
many of these are degraded by traffic and parking compared
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to the pedestrianised areas.Two key public open spaces are

the classic Victorian Queens Park — a major asset right on the
edge of the Town Centre — and the Parish Green in the heart of
original medieval core of the centre around the Parish Church.
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Purpose of the Masterplan

The purpose of the Masterplan is to secure a successful future
for the Town Centre by developing its strengths and addressing
its weaknesses. In particular it:

* Establishes a Vision for Loughborough Town
Centre to guide its development and
improvement to 2021

* Incorporates the Local Transport Plan
proposals for a Loughborough Inner Relief Road
and new provision for public transport

* Improves links to and within the Town Centre for
pedestrians and cyclists

* Creates a linked system of high quality public
spaces

* Provides a clear design approach for new
development with an emphasis on sustainable
design principles

* Makes specific proposals for key sites based on
sound commercial principles and including
indicative design briefs

* ldentifies other sites and buildings which should
be retained and those where redevelopment and
improvement will be encouraged

* Provides the basis on which development
proposals for the Town Centre will be judged

* Sets out how the proposals will be funded,
implemented and programmed

Status of Masterplan

S

The principal planning policy
guidance for the Town Centre is
set out in the adopted Borough of
Charnwood Local Plan (2004).

Borough of Charnwood
Local Plan

1991-2006

Written Statement

Adopted January 2004

This is supported by a number of Charmwood Deveiopment Framewrk
Supplementary Planning Documents
- the most important

being “Leading in Design”

Leading in Design
Supplement ary Planning Document

Adopted February 2006

and the Development Briefs for the key Local Plan opportunity
sites — Devonshire Square and
Former General Hospital/Aumberry Gap.
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Consultation

From the very start of the Masterp
along with key partners and stakeh
involved.

In February 2004 the Town Team w.
day “visioning” exercise facilitated
and objectives were set.The Town
drawn from interested organisation
membership is shown in the Appen
closely involved in the preparation
Masterplan from the setting of the
consideration of detailed proposals

Atkins were appointed as the Cou
project in August 2004. The Town
the process and two major public ¢
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