News from the woods

By Stuart Freeman 

Woodland Ranger 

Wow what a year it’s been, the enthusiasm of the volunteers has been a real inspiration to me, and the driving force behind the projects we have been engaged in. Following a successful winter thinning programme in the men of the trees compartment, carried out by a number of training organisations specialising in the safe use of chainsaws, this area has begun to get the attention it needs.  By thinning the trees we allow more space for the remaining tree stock, and also allow light to penetrate the ground level, this in turn encourages flora and fauna to thrive thus providing excellent habitat and diversity.  I would like to thank these companies for their professional approach to this work, and for fulfilling the speck I set them without any problems. In return for being allowed to carry out training in the Outwoods, these organisations have all donated bird seed for the bird feeders, and are solely responsible for having kept the birds on site fed.

May I also thank the public for their patience while this work was being carried out, as a part of felling operations we insist on a safe cordon zone to be set up and banks men operate where necessary to help warn the public of the work in progress.
Brash from this activity was chipped and timber was extracted using low impact methods, horsepower once again has made a well received return to the woods. Thanks to students from Brooksby and Brackenhurst colleges for giving up their time to be involved in the timber extraction operations.  The extracted timber has been used to produce charcoal and firewood which can be brought from the site.  Natural England have recognised the value of the management work being carried out at the Outwoods, and have categorised the site as an ‘improving’ SSSI.   
GREEN FLAG

For the fourth year running we have been awarded the Green Flag, this is a nationally recognised mark of excellence. Again I would like to thank all involved in helping us to keep up this standard, you should all be very proud of your efforts year on year.

It is in this section I would like to make a plea on behalf of all responsible dog owners, dog fouling for anyone who has trod in, or had a child fall in or, as I have witnessed and experienced myself when working in the woods, put your hands in eerh is not acceptable and I will be working alongside street management to enforce a fixed penalty to anyone caught allowing their dog to foul.  I having spoken to a number of dog owners who felt let down by people who do not act responsibly when their dog fouls. Please help us to overcome this problem and be a responsible dog owner. Some dog owners have requested more dog bins in certain areas and I will personally endeavour to make this possible.

MOBILITY SCOOTERS

Two scooters are available to use to help disabled people access the woods, these are free to use with no limitations on time. 
Anyone wishing to get involved in helping me with tasks at the Outwoods can contact Stuart on 07713 679072   9-5 mon - fri  
