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RB outlined the main issues that were made on the stakeholder on 25th July 2008, which included, questions around a ‘Merton style approach’, the need to understand the opportunities around renewable / low carbon technology, and the need for climate change to be an integrating theme across the whole core strategy.
Merton Style Approach

RB outlined the justification in the East Midlands Regional Plan, and the need to clearly state the Borough Council’s position within the Core Strategy to remove any ambiguity amongst partners.

With regard to non-residential buildings it was questioned that the threshold of 1000 sqm may have little impact as the majority of applications fall below this size.  It may be worth applying lower thresholds.  
Energy Efficiency and Energy Hierarchy
Following questions about a ‘Merton style’ approach the most effective way to reduce CO² emission may be through making buildings more efficient.   It was suggested that specifying specific energy efficiency standards within BREEAM (or equivalent) national standards for non-residential buildings may be more effective.
It was suggested that the policy should refer to the energy hierarchy not just requirements for renewable energy.

Large-scale Renewable Energy

PW indicated that the 400 m buffer for large scale wind turbines around residential properties could be relaxed around major roads.  This was because background levels of noise were already high in these areas, and the impact of wind turbines would be less.
There followed a discussion about how the energy contribution of large-scale renewable energy could be measured and accounted for. This was important in being able to determine whether a Sustainable Urban Extension was zero carbon or not.  Double counting may occur if large scale renewable energy is built in association with urban extensions and the electricity is sold through Renewable Obligations Certificates to the national grid.  It was agreed that this was perhaps too much detail for the October further consultation on the core strategy, but would need to be addressed.   PW offered to circulate a report by the Carbon Trust about how this issue can be dealt with.
Targets

PW and KL suggested using government and Regional Spatial Strategy targets as a starting point for targets within the Core Strategy document

Targeted Energy Efficiency Improvements

RB outlined a possible approach of using developer contributions to help improve the energy efficiency of the existing housing stock and for this to be linked with identified areas of deprivation within Charnwood. Such contributions could be sought where it was proven that developers could not meet requirements for energy efficiency and renewable energy contributions.   Discussion followed about how such a scheme could be investigated and developed.  PW indicated that such a scheme could be delivered through the Local Strategic Partnership and Sustainable Community Strategy.  Useful people / organisations to consult are the Carbon trust and Energy saving Trust.   Cllr Neville Stork is also a useful contact as he has considerable expertise and knowledge in this area.   Registered Social Landlords would also be able to advice on more detailed delivery matters.
Other Matters

PW indicated that there is an existing 2 MW anaerobic digestion plant at Wanlip could be referred to within the low carbon technologies that are located within the borough.  Also there is Biffa waste treatment facility on the same site, which has the potential for anaerobic digestion which is located on the same site at Wanlip.

Questions that could be tested through wider consultation in October 2008
Are people willing to pay more for a home with a rating level within the Code for Sustainable Homes?

Should we require lower thresholds for the ‘Merton’ style approach for residential and non-residential buildings?

Could the 400m buffer zone around residential properties be relaxed near to major roads?  Does the public believe that wind turbines could be encouraged in industrial locations?

The consultation needs to explain the possible environmental impact of large scale renewable energy installations and the contributions that they could make towards reducing CO² emissions.  Consultation could usefully ask whether there is support for a positively worded policy on large scale renewable energy installations.
