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1.1 Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004
 it is a requirement to prepare and publish a Consultation Statement for a range of planning policy documents, including Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs), to outline any initial consultation undertaken with key stakeholders and other bodies prior to formal public consultation. 

1.2 This Consultation Statement describes the involvement of key stakeholders, the community, voluntary organisations and statutory consultees in the preparation of the Woodhouse & Woodhouse Eaves Village Design Statement SPD. 

1.3 This statement details who the planning authority and Village Design Statement Group consulted in connection with the preparation of the SPD and how they were consulted. It presents a summary of the main issues raised in these consultations and explains how these issues have been addressed in the consultation draft version of the SPD. 

1.4 The consultation process for Woodhouse Eaves included:

· Extracting responses from the Parish Plan Survey, elements of which relate directly to VDS issues, for example, the section on Local Buildings and Architecture. 

· Articles within local papers and the village magazine to explain the purpose of the Village Design Statement, publicise related events and invite participation. 

· Leaflet drop to all households to reinforce media publicity. 

· Architectural & Landscape ‘walkabout’ Days held on 9th and 23rd April 2005. Digital and disposable cameras were provided to allow groups of residents to photograph desirable features within the village. Many of the photographs in this document were taken on these days.

· An Exhibition Day was held at the Village Hall on May 14th to display the resulting photographs. Entries for a children’s painting competition featuring illustrations of the village were displayed at the same time. Visitors were invited to record their observations on comment sheets which were collected for analysis. A local knowledge quiz was also staged. 

· A VDS website has been established to provide and update information and allow feedback. This statement is available on the web site. 

A team of local residents has assembled the data gathered and prepared this Statement after consultation with representatives from the Parish Council and Charnwood Borough Council. Specific guidelines are informed by the Charnwood Development Framework document – ‘Leading in Design’. 
The consultation process for Woodhouse included the following:

· During the summer of 2004, as part of the Parish Plan a survey, all households were asked what they felt contributed most to the Parish landscape - their sense of place. At the top of the list were open spaces, followed by stone walls, trees, farmland and hedges. Residents were also asked about development: what kind they felt was appropriate and the building materials they valued.

· Households were also asked if they were interested in producing a design statement. From those who said yes, a steering group was formed. They met regularly from spring to autumn 2005. One of the Group is a Parish Councillor. The steering group organised two open meetings to gather residents' views on their village. One of these included a walkabout. A flyer was delivered to every household in the village. All residents were encouraged to submit pictures and drawings that they felt represented the character of where they live.

· Surveys of features including wildlife, archaeology and history were undertaken from local documents and the Holly Hayes Resource Centre.
· An exhibition of the photographs and drawings was mounted at the village garden party so that residents could vote for the images that they felt were the most significant and representative of what made their village special. The event also included paintings and drawings produced by local schoolchildren who had worked to a similar brief. These can be seen on the community website at http://www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/vds/
In addition, there has been publicity in local church and community magazines, the local

Loughborough Echo newspaper, and in regular reports to monthly Parish Council meetings,

which are open to members of the public.

A team then put the document together and invited comments from the Parish Council and

all households in the village. Advice was obtained from the Leicestershire and Rutland

Rural Community Council, from neighbouring villages that had already produced their design

statements, and from Charnwood Borough Council. The Parish Wardens for Archaeology,

Heritage and Trees were also consulted. Comments were requested from the Countryside

Agency, English Heritage, English Nature and the Environment Agency.

1.5 The Woodhouse & Woodhouse Eaves Village Design Statement SPD seeks to:

· Expand upon existing Local Plan polices in relation to Woodhouse & Woodhouse Eaves;

· Promote a design and layout that is high quality and locally distinctive;

· Maintain the established character of Woodhouse & Woodhouse Eaves and its surrounding landscape.
The Woodhouse & Woodhouse Eaves Village Design Statement SPD will be used in general to guide the design of potential new development. The VDS will identify specific features that create the intrinsic character of the village and surrounding landscape, and indicate what needs to be considered in creating locally distinctive new development.
1.6 We recognise and understand the increasing local concern over the impact of new development and 
Leading in Design SPD has been adopted to encourage, promote and inspire higher design standards in development throughout Charnwood.
1.7 The SPD is now published for public comment. Representations should be submitted to the Council by 10th April 2006. 

� Regulation 17(1)(b) of the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004. 
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