Minutes of the Charnwood Youth Forum Action Meeting

11th January 2005

Longslade Community College

1
Introductions

Everyone introduced themselves and welcomed some new members to the forum. 

2
Minutes of last meeting

Those present at the last mtg agreed the minutes of the last meeting.

3
Matters Arising:

· Trevor is organising a meeting with the area Police Inspector about the problems with the local police and to invite Councillor John Bryant and Cllr. Forrest


· Russell and Deano attended a training event at Police Head quarters for probationary officers on how to deal with young people. Trevor received positive feedback from the Police on the contribution from the Youth Forum reps. Attendants will receive a certificate for attending. 

· Following Hazel Fish’s presentation of funding opportunities for the Forum. To be able to apply for some types of funding the Forum is to decide if it wants to develop a constitution and open a bank account. There are pro’s and con’s of this and a working party will be set up after the Annual General Meeting to research the possibilities.

· Cheryl has added Charnwood Youth Workers to the Youth Forum mailing list to increase representation of young people from across the Borough.

4 
Wild Card Scheme 

Sarah Meikle form Recreational Services was to talk about the wild Card scheme. She had not been invited in the overlap between Cheryl leaving and Sarah Cromie supporting the forum. The Forum is to decide at the meeting after the AGM when they would like her to come and speak again. 

5 
CYCLE
CYCLE is the County Council’s Youth Council made up of representatives from across the County. They raise wider County issues with County Councillors. Lee Speight and Leanne Gamble are the Charnwood Youth Forum representatives. The date of the next meeting is 10th February at County Hall in the Committee Rooms. They will feed back how the meeting went at the next meeting after the AGM. 

6 
The Constitution

The forum discussed the possibility of having its own constitution and decided to set up a group to look into it further. Will ask for volunteers at the AGM

7 
Annual General Meeting
The Forum decided to hold an Annual General Meeting before the end of the Spring term. This is to celebrate what it has achieved so far, to attract new members put questions to local Councillors, police and other organisations that work with young people. It was agreed to have a mid week evening event with food. Possible locations included Beaumanor Hall, the Council offices or Quorn Hall.

Some of the topics raised where; Bullying, Racism, Transport, Child abuse/human rights, group dispersal, vandalism, recreational facilities and a chance for young people from Loughborough and the villages and towns to share ideas about what they like and have done in their areas. 

A working party is being set up to organise the event this includes; Russell, Akkas, Leanne, Alice, Rhiannon, Sonal, Priya, Ash, Hema, Deano and Urvashi

To help with the organising of the AGM the forum members agreed to share mobile phone numbers for use of forum matters only. Trevor will coordinate the organisation of the AGM with the working party.

ACTION: SC to find out from Assistant Chief Executive of Charnwood Borough Council possible funding

8 
Discussion Issues
At the last meeting the forum decided to discuss Drugs and Bullying at this meeting 

Drugs

The Forum discussed different areas in the Borough that had bad drugs problems. It was decided to write to Charnwood Drugs Forum to ask them to hold a public meeting on drugs in Charnwood to be held in the summer term. This would cover, the issues around drugs use, what to do if you know your friends are taking drugs, what to do if you find needles etc. 

A working group has been set up to organise this event this includes, Alice, Urvashi and Priya. This will be coordinated by Sarah Cromie.

People to involve in the meeting include, the Housing associations, local schools the university etc. 

Bullying

The County Council has produced an Anti Bullying strategy aimed at cutting down bullying in schools.

The forum discussed having a bullying event and agreed to put it on the agenda after the AGM as an event idea.

ACTION: SC to find out if there is any funding through the Charnwood Community Safety Partnership to run a self defence course for young people. 

9 
Training
Skills for Youth Forums, 22nd to 23rd of January, at NSPCC Beaumont Leas 

There are 10 places left, Leanne, Deano and Lee are already booked in. Let Trevor know ASAP if you want to go

Open University Research Skills Training, 14th and 15th of February, Beaumanor Hall. This will help young people (13-19) develop skills in research for projects or events. People who attend will receive an Open University Certificate which can be included in their Record of Achievement

AOB

UK Youth Parliament – Trevor raised the issue that the Charnwood MYP (Member of Youth Parliament) and Deputy have stepped down, therefore we need to elect a new member and deputy. The young people who are interested are to let Trevor know and he will arrange a vote over email and text. 

Next Meeting - Annual General Meeting

Place: 
Beaumanor Hall
Date: 
23rd February 2005
Time: 
7.00-9.00pm
Dates for up coming meetings for the year:

16th June 2005

21st September 2005

22nd November 2005

25th January 2006

21st March 2006
Venues to be confirmed
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