Minutes of the Charnwood Youth Forum Action Meeting

Held on Wednesday 21st September 2005, 7.15 pm
At the Youth Centre, Hind Leys Community College, Shepshed
	
	Action

	1
Introductions

Everyone introduced themselves and welcomed some new members to the Forum.
	

	2
Minutes of last meeting

It was suggested that we hold a Youth Forum meeting at Quorn Hall, which has an information/education section on racism. 
	

	3
Matters Arising
EMA - people want to go to speak to Andy Reed MP on Westminster Day 2nd Feb and raise the issue of increase in EMA funding

Woodhouse Eaves - Sarah has passed on info to Cllr Snartt for Woodhouse Eaves youth group. 
Publicity Group – Group got together before the meeting to look at some ideas for a leaflet for the Forum. 
	

	4    Jitty Website 
James from the Jitty spoke about all the different facilities on the site. The Jitty is a website for young people across Leicestershire. It has info on events, chat room, competitions etc. Everyone said they would go on it this week and have a look around. Anyone can “Join-up” and post articles or events. Website links to other group’s websites can also be added. 
	

	5   Anti-Bullying Policies 
We looked at 2 anti-bullying policies and 1 behaviour policy. 

Recommendations were:

· Would be better to have one generic Leicestershire policy – there is quite a bit of variety in the policies.
· The policies themselves where quite uninteresting, it is important for school pupils to know and understand them therefore, need to make them more interesting for example using images and colour and possibly producing a DVD. 

· Important to have it in different languages. 

· Needs to cover bullying out of school e.g. on the bus

· Needs to cover electronic bullying e.g. text messaging etc. 

· Give a clear explanation of what bullying is
· Punishment should be proportional to the type of bullying

· How to identify bullying (for parents, teachers and pupils)

· Reassuring the victim to come forward for example by making sure they know it is confidential

· Getting the message across – some schools have done focused assemblies for the whole school on bullying 

· How much training do teachers get on bullying?
Actions:

Sarah to send our comments through to the Children’s Trust and the Anti bullying team at County Hall.
Everyone to go on the Jitty and go on the chat forum and start a discussion about what other people think about it. 
	Sarah

All

	6    Feedback from Brathay 
Some of the people that went on the Brathay week told us what they did and how much they enjoyed it! They set there own rules at the start of the week, took part in loads of different activities and wrote a PowerPoint presentation of photographs to show what all they got up to.
	

	7    CYCLe DVD

We watched the CYCLe DVD to see what happens at CYCLe and what other Youth Forums are up to.  
	

	8    Annual General Meeting 
People volunteered to be part of the planning group for the annual general meeting. We will hold a planning meeting before the end of term this year. Will report on plans at the next meeting. 
The date for the AGM will be 21st March 2006. Details to follow.
	Action 
AGM group

	9   Consultation on Youth Strategy and Consultation Guidance

We didn’t have time to discuss these so the information has been included in the mail out. We would like to look at the Youth Strategy in more detail at the next youth forum meeting.
	

	8    AOB
Kasem suggested doing something social as a group. Everyone agreed and we thought of tying it in with looking at the Charnwood Youth Strategy or how the Forum can work. Possibly an activity day a Quorn Hall or laser quest. Annette to find out what activities we could do. 
	Action Annette

	9 Date and Time of Next Meeting:


	


