CABINET – 19TH JANUARY 2012
Report of the Overview Scrutiny Group

Part A

ITEM 9
MEMBERSHIP OF THE MULTI AGENCY TRAVELLER UNIT (MATU)
Purpose of Report
To consider the comments and recommendations of the Overview Scrutiny Group concerning the Charnwood Borough Council becoming members of the countywide Multi Agency Traveller Unit (MATU) Agreement.

Recommendation of the Overview Scrutiny Group
That the recommendations (1 – 3), set out in the report of the Head of Neighbourhood Services be approved.
Reason
To support the reasons (1 – 3) set out in the report of the Head of Neighbourhood Services.   This arrangement would provide the Council with cover and support for unauthorised traveller encampments out of hours as well as within office hours and would ensure that high and unexpected legal costs were not incurred.    It was important for Charnwood Borough Council to join this arrangement since there was no longer in house expertise and the number of unauthorised encampments were increasing. 

Policy Justification and Previous Decisions

The Group considered an extract from the Minutes of the Travelling Community Strategy Scrutiny Panel on 12th January 2012, when representatives from the Multi Agency Traveller Unit (MATU) attended the meeting to provide details of how MATU addressed issues relating to the unauthorised encampment of Travellers, including policies, procedures and the powers it held, along with the report to Cabinet seeking approval to become members of MATU.

It was reported to the meeting that the Travelling Community Strategy Scrutiny Panel, following consideration of evidence received from representatives of the Multi Agency Traveller Unit, fully supported the recommendations within the report of the Head of Neighbourhood Services.
Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rule 8(d) sets out the procedure by which a report of a scrutiny committee should be considered by Cabinet.
Implementation Timetable including Future Decisions and Scrutiny

There are no implications concerning the implementation timetable, as a result of the recommendation in this report.

Report Implications

The following implications have been identified for this report.

Financial Implications

There are no further financial implications associated with these recommendations.
Risk Management
There are no specific risks associated with these recommendations.

Key Decision:
No

Background Papers:
No additional background papers.
Officer to Contact:
Darren Tilley, Team Leader – Democratic Services and Mayoralty

Telephone: 

(01509) 634781

Email: 


darren.tilley@charnwood.gov.uk  

PAGE  
1

