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F O R E W O R D 

This is the Neighbourhood Plan for the parish of Rearsby in the Charnwood area of 

Leicestershire for the period through to 2036. 

The community of Rearsby are extremely proud of its history which stretches back to medieval 

times, boasting an 13th century church at the heart of the village.  

The doomsday book of 1086 records the village when the packhorse bridge was originally a 

wooden structure but was rebuilt in its current mainly granite form in 1714 and still allows a 

pedestrian crossing of the brook which is situated in the conservation area within the village 

centre.  

This area also sees a working farm across the historic ford of the brook, which is lined along its 

banks by 24 mature willow trees. The farm is grade 2 listed and described as Manor Farm and 

Outbuildings with Barn, Pigeon House and the Mud wall. 

In addition to the Church as a place of worship there is the old Wesleyan Methodist Chapel 

(now converted to business premises) on the main road through the village and evidence of a 

peaching stone that Wesley himself preached from, to members of the village in 1753. Along 

the same stretch of road can be found a number of grade 2 listed Alms houses dating back to 

1862, originally constructed by the local Pochin family. 

This Neighbourhood Plan represents one very local part of the overall planning context for 

development in the parish over this period and will sit alongside the Core Strategy for the 

Borough of Charnwood and the Charnwood local plan. 

The opportunity to create local Neighbourhood Plans was introduced through the Localism Act 

of 2011, giving members of local communities and their representative bodies more influence 

over local planning matters and how their local areas might develop. Neighbourhood Plans 

ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

closely involved in decisions that affect their surroundings and livelihoods.  

The Rearsby Neighbourhood Plan has been developed to establish a vision and set of objectives 

ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǎƘŀǇŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ 

нлосΦ Lǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛsh community will need to 

prioritise actions and provisions affecting such topics as: Suitability and affordable housing; 

Protection of the Natural and Historic environment; Maintaining local employment 

opportunities; The Safeguarding of community facilities. 

¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

community and their dedicated support for their parish. 

The core objectives are to protect what is already valued in the parish and to set an agreed 

context for managing fuǘǳǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 

identified desires. 

Martin Cooke. Chair, Rearsby Parish Council 
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1. A PROFILE OF REARSBY PARISH 

Setting 

1.1 The Rearsby Neighbourhood Plan area covers the parish of Rearsby, located in the Wreake 

Valley in the Borough of Charnwood, Leicestershire. Rearsby is bordered by its neighbouring 

rural settlements of Brooksby, Thrussington, East Goscote, Queniborough and Gaddesby, and 

consists principally of a single village surrounded by substantial farmland covering 

approximately 600 hectares in extent. A by-pass to take the Syston-Melton road around the 

core of the village area was opened in 2004 and splits the total parish area into two almost 

equal halves.  

Population  

1.2 At the time of the 2011 Census. Rearsby had a population of 1097 - 528 males (48.1%) and 

569 females (51.9%) - with a density of 1.8 persons per hectare. There were 407 households, 

with an average household size of 2.7 people per household. There were 21.6% of residents 

were aged 65 or over, fairly typical of rural areas, but slightly higher than the averages for 

Charnwood (16.4%), East Midlands (17.1%) and England (16.3%).  There were 136 households 

with dependent children - 236 children and youth (21.3%) aged between 0-17. 120 of the 

ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ƘŀŘ Ψƴƻ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΩΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ н ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƘŀŘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ то 

households contained at least one resident with a long-term health problem or disability - 16 

of those had at least one dependent child. By 2016, total households had risen by 55 (a mixture 

of new market and affordable homes) to approximately 462.  

Landscape character / open spaces 

1.3 Rearsby is a predominantly rural parish, bordered on the one side by the River Wreake  

with its low-lying fields that can flood in wet weather, and with arable fields and small 

woodland areas around the village on all other sides. There are some elegant views across and 

along the river valley, looking out from the core of the village, and looking back towards it over 
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the river plain from vantage points in Ratcliffe, Thrussington, Brooksby and Gaddesby. The core 

of the village has had a Ψ/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀΩ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ since 1975 and was last reviewed in 2010.  

Employment 

1.4 There are over fifty businesses located within the parish area, from medium-size companies 

to small businesses operating from a home location, drawing on a workforce that comes from 

inside and outside the parish boundary. The main location of the larger firms is on the 

ΨƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǇŀǊƪΩ along Gaddesby Lane, with some notable enterprises now having a national 

reputation. 

Housing characteristics  

1.5 The majority of homes in the parish are detached (77.9%) houses or bungalows, with 12.5% 

semi-detached and 8.4% terraced. Overcrowding is not an issue, with only a small number of 

households (5 households or 1.2%) with dependent children and lone parent family 

households likely to be affected.  The figures suggested that there is very modest number of 

smaller properties (less than 3 bedrooms) in the parish. 
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2. THE CONTEXT FOR REARSBY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
TO 2036 

Creating a Plan for Rearsby Parish 

2.1 Charnwood Borough Council, the local planning authority, agreed in August 2015 to 

designate Rearsby parish as the Rearsby Neighbourhood Plan area, following the application 

submitted by Rearsby Parish Council.   

2.2 The map below denotes the boundary of the designated Neighbourhood Area, shown as 

the area inside the red boundary line, and is contiguous with the existing boundaries of Rearsby 

Parish.  

 
Figure 1. Designated Area of Rearsby Neighbourhood Plan 

2.3   The formation of the Neighbourhood Plan has been steered by the Parish Council, assisted 

by a Neighbourhood Plan sub-group, which has suggested and developed ideas for subsequent 

consultations and decisions, as the overall work progressed. The Plan has been prepared in 

accordance with requirements and permissions of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990, the 
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Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, the Localism Act 2011, and the Neighbourhood 

Planning regulations 2012 (as amended 2015).  

Purpose of the Rearsby Neighbourhood Plan 

2.4 The purpose of the Neighbourhood Plan is to assist development within the parish and to 

provide guidance to any interested parties wishing to submit planning applications for 

development or proposed change in land uses within the parish area.  

2.5 The Plan includes detail of the priorities that emerged during the extensive consultations 

involved in creating the Plan and represent what has been stated to be of importance to parish 

residents, businesses and community groups. Other data and evidence has been collated that 

expand these priorities into the format of the policies proposed in the Plan, with a narrative 

about each policy and what each will seek to achieve.  

2.6 The policies are the substance against which future applications will be determined, 

however it is advisable to read the policy text in conjunction with the supporting text in order 

to gain a full appreciation of the context for each policy. Compliance with local, national and 

relevant EU policies is confirmed within the additional information provided in the Basic 

Conditions Statement. The accompanying Proposals Maps express some details of these 

policies in geographical form.  

2.7 The final chapter of the Plan gives pointers to the mechanisms that could assist in 

implementing the Plan. 

2.8 The Rearsby Neighbourhood Plan has also drawn from conclusions contained in the 

άwŜŀǊǎōȅ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ нллн. This assessed the landscape and heritage quality 

in the area and drew attention to ancient and important buildings, landmarks, roads and paths. 

The Guidelines of the Design Statement are included within the Neighbourhood PlanΩǎ 

Appendices. 

2.9 A number of άCommunity Actionsέ have also been included. These are not formal policies 

but represent issues on which the Parish Council is committing itself to act in support of the 
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stated policies. It is intended that the Parish Council will steer future activity to progress these 

Community Actions, utilising wider community support within future initiatives. 

The National Planning Policy Framework ŀƴŘ ΨǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩ 

2.10 The overarching context to a Neighbourhood Plan being created and adopted is its role 

within the planning frameworks which shape how the policies and procedures of the local 

planning system will be administered. 

2.11 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)1 ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ άthe purpose of the 

planning system is to contribute to the achievement of sustainable development. At a very high 

level, the objective of sustainable development can be summarised as meeting the needs of the 

present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needsέΧΦΦ. 

[para.7]. 

2.12 In accord with this, the NPPF notes that άǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƭȅ Ǉƭŀƴ-

led. Succinct and up-to-date plans should provide a positive vision for the future of each area; 

a framework for addressing housing needs and other economic, social and environmental 

priorities; and a platform for local people to shape their surroundingsΧΧΦ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƭŀǿ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ 

that applications for planning permission be determined in accordance with the development 

Ǉƭŀƴέ (including local and neighbourhood plans and any spatial development strategies that 

have been brought into force)έ [paras.2 &15; it is noted that planning policies and decisions 

must also reflect relevant international obligations and statutory requirements].   

2.13 The core requirement for such development plans and subsidiary frameworks, is that 

they should:  

άa) be prepared with the objective of contributing to the achievement of sustainable 

development;  

b) be prepared positively, in a way that is aspirational but deliverableέ [para.16].  

 
1 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2 
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2.14 Achieving sustainable development through the administration of an appropriate and 

efficient planning system is judged to involve three overarching objectives, all of which are 

interdependent and should be pursued in mutually supportive ways:  

a) an economic objective ς to help build a strong, responsive and competitive economy, by 

ensuring that sufficient land of the right types is available in the right places and at the right 

time to support growth, innovation and improved productivity; and by identifying and 

coordinating the provision of infrastructure;  

b) a social objective ς to support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring that a 

sufficient number and range of homes can be provided to meet the needs of present and future 

generations; and by fostering a well-designed and safe built environment, with accessible 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ 

health, social and cultural well-being; and  

c) an environmental objective ς to contribute to protecting and enhancing our natural, built 

and historic environment; including making effective use of land, helping to improve 

biodiversity, using natural resources prudently, minimising waste and pollution, and mitigating 

and adapting to climate change, including moving to a low carbon economy.  

2.15 ¢ƘŜ bttC ŀŘƻǇǘǎ ŀ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ŎƻǊŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ 

ŀ ΨǇǊŜǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άǇƭŀƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜƭȅ 

seek opportunities to meet the development needs of their area, and be sufficiently flexible to 

ŀŘŀǇǘ ǘƻ ǊŀǇƛŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜέΣ and that decision-taking will be άŀǇǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ 

that accord with an up-to-date development plan without delayέ ώǇŀǊŀΦммϐΦ 

The National Planning Policy Framework and ΨbŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ 
tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΩ 

2.16  The recently revised bttC ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άplanning policies and decisions should play an 

active role in guiding development towards sustainable solutions, but in doing so should take 

local circumstances into account, to reflect the character, needs and opportunities of each 

areaέ ώǇŀǊŀΦфϐΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΣ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ subsequent development of an area-specific 

Neighbourhood Plan can άsupport the delivery of strategic policies contained in local plans or 
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spatial development strategies; and should shape and direct development that is outside of 

these strategic policiesέ. [para.13; see also the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 

2012]. 

2.17 Importantly, NPPF sees that άneighbourhood planning gives communities the power to 

develop a shared vision for their area. Neighbourhood plans can shape, direct and help to 

deliver sustainable development, by influencing local planning decisions as part of the statutory 

development planέ [para. 29] 

2.18 Once wider strategic policies have been adopted, these figures should not need re-testing 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ άunless there has been a significant change in 

ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘέ [para. 66]. 

2.19 Once a Neighbourhood Plan has been brought into force, bttC ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ άthe policies 

it contains take precedence over existing non-strategic policies in a local plan covering the 

neighbourhood area, where they are in conflictέ (unless they are superseded by subsequently-

adopted strategic or non-strategic policies) [para. 30]. 

2.20 Where a planning application conflicts with an up-to-date development plan (including 

any neighbourhood plans that form part of the development plan), bttCΩǎ ōŀǎƛŎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

άpermission should not usually be grantedέ unless in particular circumstances other material 

considerations apply.   

Rearsby in the context of ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ΨVision for 

CharnwoodΩ 

2.21 At a Borough-wide level, the Charnwood Core Strategy2 was adopted in 2015 and provides 

a development strategy going forward to 2028, setting out where and how new development 

should take place within the Borough. Further work has commenced on a new Local Plan to 

cover a longer period up to 2036., and to provide an appropriate response to the Leicester and 

Leicestershire Strategic Growth Plan to 2050.  

 
2 www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/corestrategydpd 
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2.22 The Charnwood Local Development Scheme 20213 has set out a programme for how the 

ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ ΨLocal Plan ŦƻǊ /ƘŀǊƴǿƻƻŘΩ will be ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ άscale of development 

needed in the Borough, the key issues and opportunities that need to be taken into account and 

ώΧϐ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘέΦ 

2.23 The overarching priorities for Charnwood within the emerging Local Plan4 are: 

- the availability of land and opportunities for new housing and employment  

- achieving an appropriate housing mix of sizes, types and tenures 

- travel-to-work capacities, traffic congestion and transport capacities 

- future prospects for existing employment and opportunities for new employment 

- protecting the landscape and environment, especially its ecology and geology 

- safeguarding the historic environment 

- assessing any potential areas at risk of floods 

- maintaining access to facilities and services. 

2.24  The Borough Council has also assessed the capacity in locations to respond to new 

development and the nature of the relationship of each local settlement to the large urban 

centres of Loughborough and Leicester, and then with the smaller urban settings like Syston 

and Birstall.  

2.25 This has characterised the relative services and functions of communities and settlements 

across the Borough, and has informed the determination of ŀ ΨSŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ IƛŜǊŀǊŎƘȅΩ 

comprising the following sizes of settlement: 

¶ Urban Centre 

¶ Urban Settlement 

¶ Service Centre 

¶ Other Settlement 

¶ Small Village or Hamlet 

2.26 14 settlements are identified as Other Settlements with a combined population of less 

than 3,000 (Barkby, Burton on the Wolds, Cossington, Hathern, East Goscote, Newtown 

 
3 www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/localdevelopmentscheme 
4 www.charnwood.gov.uk/localplan 
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Linford, Queniborough, Rearsby, Seagrave, Swithland, Thurcaston, Thrussington, Woodhouse 

Eaves and Wymeswold).  

2.27 Within the application of this hierarchy, the parish of Rearsby has been categorised as 

coming within the category of Other Settlement ς i.e. ƻƴŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ άǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

services and facilities to meet the day-to-Řŀȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέΦ This sets an important 

context for assessing how the potential impact of different sets of ideas for new development 

could be sustainable for wŜŀǊǎōȅΩǎ future.  

2.28  The key issues identified in this work, building on the priorities already identified in the 

Core Strategy, have been set out in the άTowards a Local Plan for Charnwood - Discussion 

Paperέ issued by CBC in April 2018, and with a summary of the responses received outlined in 

its subsequent άTowards a Local Plan for Charnwood - Statement of Consultationέ in June 2018. 

Comments relating to Rearsby are included within the detail of the Neighbourhood Plan polices 

listed in Sections 4 and 6 below. 

2.29 The consultation draft of the Local Plan anticipates the need for an additional 160 

residential units to be delivered through Neighbourhood Plans in nine of the fourteen Ψother 

settlementsΩ between 2019 and 2036.  

2.30 The draft Local Plan consulted on a draft allocation of a site for 47 dwellings in Rearsby. It 

is considered that further residential growth over and above this can be met through windfall 

development in the Parish. 
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3. THE VISION AND PRIORITIES FOR REARSBY PARISH 
TOWARDS 2036 

The Vision 

3.1 The vision for the Rearsby Neighbourhood Plan is that, by 2036, it will: 

ω have sustained the distinct and separate identity of the village  

ω be a parish with a thriving natural environment and sustainable habitats  

ω ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 
identified needs   

ω ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ  

ω have incorporated changes into the area that have brought benefit to the whole community  

Neighbourhood Plan Priorities 

3.2 To deliver the vision of the Plan, the following priorities have been set:  

ω To maintain suitable areas of local separation between Rearsby and its neighbouring 

communities;  

ω To protect the parishΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ environment, heritage, landscape, vistas and amenity 

spaces;  

ω To encourage future development to take place that is sensitive to the Ψōǳƛƭǘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎΩ 

and Conservation Area of the parish, and to its rural surroundings;  

ω To tailor house-building activity to the needs of the community and the context of 

wŜŀǊǎōȅΩǎ existing character 

ω To maintain and support a vibrant local economy.  

Sustainable Development through the Neighbourhood Plan 

3.3 Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ΨǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ 

of the National Planning Policy Framework. This is held to flow from an interdependence of 

ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎέ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏome from any 

new development.  
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3.4 Work to formulate the Rearsby Neighbourhood Plan to 2036 has sought to underpin the 

likely achievement of such Sustainable Development in the following ways: 

The social objectives in the Rearsby Neighbourhood Plan  

The Neighbourhood Plan looks to protect and promote provisions within the parish to 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǿŜƭƭ-being, in particular : 

¶ to deliver a mix of future housing types so that the needs of current and future 

generations can be met; 

¶ to safeguard and enhance community facilities;  

¶ to shape built development to be well-designed and appropriate to each location, so 

that it positively reflects the existing and historic character of the parish area. 

 
The environmental objectives in the Rearsby Neighbourhood Plan 

In order to protect and enhance the local natural and historic environmental, the 

Neighbourhood Plan seeks to ensure that: 

ω the most valued open spaces are protected from development, along with 

protection of the village identity and its rural setting; 

ω future development recognises the need to protect, and where possible improve, 

biodiversity and important habitats; 

ω access is maintained to open and green space around the village. 

 
The economic objectives in the Rearsby Neighbourhood Plan 

There is a well-established commercial and employment-related character to Rearsby parish, 

and the Neighbourhood Plan seeks to ensure that employment opportunities are retained 

and encouraged by: 

ω protecting existing employment sites; 

ω supporting business development and expansion, where there would not be 

adverse consequences; 

ω encouraging start-up businesses and home working. 
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4. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN POLICIES 

4.1 The policies outlined below, with their related Policy Maps where appropriate, describe 

how the Rearsby Neighbourhood Plan can support and guide future development in the parish 

to support the local Vision and Objectives noted in the preceding section, and to add local 

detail to the strategic policies of the statutory development plan of Charnwood Borough 

Council. 

4.2  Ψ²ƘŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ 

in the Plan should be considered as a comprehensive whole to ensure that proposals support 

ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ. 

4.1 Design  

4.3 The Rearsby Neighbourhood Plan to 2036 takes a positive approach to proposals that 

contribute to sustainable development in the Plan area. This includes joint working between 

the Parish and Borough Councils, local Rearsby community organisations, developers and other 

partners to encourage the formulation and detail of development proposals which can 

demonstrate how sustainable development for the parish has been considered and addressed.  

4.4 The Parish of Rearsby has a long and interesting history, resulting in a wide array of heritage 

assets, attractive landscapes and a distinctive local character.  

4.5 The biggest challenge facing the future of Rearsby is to balance the desire to protect the 

character of the village with the need for it to grow and evolve in a sensitive and proportionate 

manner in order to sustain the community and its facilities. 

4.6 The policy seeks to reflect the design principles which the community believes will help to 

achieve this aim. They reflect the outcome of consultations with residents and community 

organisations all of which showed broad unanimity of views. The overall aim is to protect the 

village of Rearsby so that it retains its character within a unique and distinctive Parish. This can 

be achieved by the use of the planning system to respond sensitively to the wide range of 

historic buildings, structures, landscapes and archaeology situated within the Parish. These 
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assets form many of the key characteristics of the Parish, and future development should seek 

to enhance, reinforce and preserve this distinctive historic environment. 

4.7 New development proposals should be designed sensitively to sit within the distinctive 

settlement patterns of the village of Rearsby Existing settlement patterns have grown 

incrementally over time. The buildings date from many different periods, providing a richness 

and variety of styles and materials. This traditional rural character should be enhanced by new 

development and schemes should be designed to ensure that new buildings sit comfortably 

within the existing settlement pattern and are respectful of their surroundings. 

4.8 The community consider it to be important that new residential development is of the 

highest standard to ensure that it is in keeping with the majority of residential properties in 

the village. It is not considered necessary to have a uniform series of properties that all look 

the same, rather to ensure that new developments respect the features of buildings which 

make Rearsby a desirable place in which to live. Non-traditional forms of building including 

system-built dwellings are supported. 

4.9 New development proposals should be designed sensitively to ensure that the high-quality 

built environment of the Parish is maintained and enhanced. New designs should respond in a 

positive way to the local character through careful and appropriate use of high-quality 

materials and detail. Proposals should also demonstrate consideration of height, scale and 

massing, to ensure that new development delivers a positive contribution to the street scene 

and adds value to the distinctive character of the area. 

POLICY R1  DESIGN 

Development proposals should have appropriate and proportionate regard to the following 

ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ όŘǊŀǿƴ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ΨwŜŀǊǎōȅ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΩ нллнύΥ 

 

a) The impact on views in and out of the village, particularly to/from the River Wreake Valley 

with its raised floodplain walk, should be assessed and addressed, with siting, scale, layout and 

landscaping all appropriate to their setting. Appendix B illustrates important views where any 
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development should be designed sympathetically to the landscape and the aspect of the village 

 

b) Particular attention is required at the ŦƻǳǊ Ƴŀƛƴ ΨƎŀǘŜǿŀȅǎΩ ǘƻκŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

transition between countryside and village should be gradual, as is appropriate to arrival 

in/departure from a village rather than a town, and with densities in keeping with the edge of 

a village. 

 

c) Landscaping and planting should use indigenous species. Ash, elm, pedunculate oak, willow 

and yew are our local indigenous woody species. 

 

d) The character and historic context of existing developments within the Parish should be 

respected or enhanced (but not necessarily replicated), demonstrating regard to scale, density, 

massing, height, landscape, patterns, layout, materials, access arrangements and detail (e.g. 

pointing, size and shape of windows and doors). 

 

e) Location and setting should demonstrably influence all new development. Examples include 

the restricted spaces appropriate to the terraced cottage environment on Brook Street, Church 

Lane and Melton Road, and the open green spaces around the brook. The nature of these 

spaces includes the spaces between buildings and the spaces provided by roads and footpaths. 

 

f) ¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŘ ōǊƛŎƪ ƛƴ ƴŜǿ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƛǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ wŜŀǊǎōȅΩǎ 

building heritage, whilst not precluding other materials such as blue brick, traditional render 

and rubblestone. 

 

g) The reuse of existing building materials to maintain continuity with the past is supported 

because they are sustainable. 

 

h) The use of traditional roofing materials, in particular in redevelopment, such as Swithland 

slate, Welsh slate, and clay pantile is supported.  

 

i) The following stylistic features in Rearsby are to be used wherever possible: steep pitching 

of roofs; imposing chimneys in different shapes and sizes; variety in gable ends and windows; 
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sawtooth and chequered brick patternwork waist high and under eaves and red brick walls 

with varying types of coping.  

 

j) Major developments in particular must be proportionate to their village setting and 

demonstrate a variety of appearance that is respectful of the architectural heritage of Rearsby 

 

k) Innovative building design is supported where this is sympatheticto the scale, form and 

massing of the surrounding buildings. 

 

l) The preservation and creative reuse of old farm buildings is supported, provided this respects 

the form, scale, character and amenity of the landscape and the surrounding area of any new 

agricultural buildings, and 

 

m) ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ wŜŀǊǎōȅΩǎ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ōǊƛŎƪ ǿŀƭƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻǇƛƴƎ ƛǎ 

supported. 

 

n) Within the Rearsby Conservation Area attention is required to the particular features set 

out in the Rearsby Conservation Area Character Appraisal (July 2010). 

 

4.2 Promoting effective use of land: Local Separation 

4.10 The bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ tƻƭƛŎȅ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ 

5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ άƳǳǎǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ώǘƘŜϐ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŀǊŜŀέ όǇŀǊŀΦмтύΦ  

4.11 Rearsby lies within the area of the Borough known as the Wreake Valley, and constitutes 

a mix of open countryside, farmland and flood plain, with a tightly-built village core and isolated 

other buildings within the surrounding countryside, including a small industrial park for 

commercial use.  

4.12 The Charnwood Landscape Character Assessment from 2012, together with the 

Charnwood Forest Landscape and Settlement Character Assessment, are recorded amongst 
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the background papers to the 2018 Local Plan Review (now in draft as the 2021 ς 2037 Local 

Plan) ŀǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

impact upon planning considerations at a local level. 

4.13 The Assessment notes : The River Wreake lies in a broad valley of two contrasting parts: 

the area east of Broome Lane, East Goscote has a rural quality, and the area to the west, where 

the Wreake joins the Soar, is affected by the urban influences of Syston and Leicester.  The 

eastern area is still predominately rural in character retaining a remote countryside 

appearance and agricultural character. Settlements are sited on the gravel terraces on either 

side of the valley. The A46 and A607 are mostly elevated on embankments in the floodplain. 

The Rearsby by-pass is a busy element on the southern fringe, but it has removed through 

traffic from the village roads and has created a more peaceful feel to Rearsby and East Goscote.  

(p.58-59). 

4.14 Policy CS11 (Landscape and Countryside) of the 2011 ς 2028 Local Plan Core Strategy 

notes thaǘ άƴŜǿ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ 

ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ aŀǊŎƘ нлмс ǎǘǳŘȅ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ΨDǊŜŜƴ ²ŜŘƎŜǎΣ 

Urban Fringe Green Infrastructure Enhancement and Areas of Local Separation. Methodology 

ŀƴŘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΩ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎƭȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ DƻǎŎƻǘŜ 

and Rearsby are to be acknowledged as spatially distinct from each other. This review 

ǊŜŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ нллп [ƻŎŀƭ tƭŀƴ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ƳŀǇ ǘhat a formal Area of Local 

Separation be maintained between the two settlements as shown in the Proposal Maps. This 

Area of Local Separation between Rearsby and East Goscote has been highly valued by the 

residents of Rearsby since it was designated in 2004 and reaffirmed in subsequent Local Plans 

(see map below). 

4.15 The two settlements could hardly be more different: history, appearance, facilities and 

layout. Rearsby has a pre-Conquest origin, was mentioned in the Doomsday book, and is 

consequently a traditional English midlands linear village with a 13th century church, a winding 

main street, back lanes and historic house plots. It has a picturesque and distinctive centre 

around a brook crossed by an historic bridge (Scheduled Monument) and a ford, and a farm in 

the centre of the village. It has a Conservation Area with 22 listed buildings within its 

ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƎŜǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 
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seven centuries, and although these buildings have many different types of architecture and 

purpose, most are in local vernacular styles and use local materials  

Existing Area of Local Separation (Charnwood Local Plan 2004) 

 

4.16 9ŀǎǘ DƻǎŎƻǘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ΨƴŜǿ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфслǎ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ on the site of a previous MoD 

Army Supply Depot and fields. The development was delivered commercially but was planned 


