
Watermead and Thurmaston Waterfront Area  
Stakeholder workshop 
 
3rd December 2010 
 
Committee rooms 2 & 3, Southfields Offices, Loughborough 9.30am-12pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Agenda 
 
 
 
9.30  arrival and refreshments 
 
10.00 Welcome and introduction by Richard Bennett (Head of Planning 

Policy): 
 
10.15  workshops round robin (20 mins per table) 
 
11.45  plenary feedback session and final Q&A 
 
12.00  workshop end 

 
 

 



Key questions to consider 
 
The event will be structured around four themes as set out below. Key questions 
have been devised under each theme to provide you with a head start in advance of 
the meeting but please do not feel constrained by them. If you wish to submit 
written comments before or after the event that is acceptable but please submit 
them no later than 10th December to give us time to consider them. All comments 
should be sent to: Pauline.shaw@charnwood.gov.uk
 
 
 
1. Ecology and landscape – protecting and enhancing ecology and landscape and 

managing tourism and recreation; 
• To what extent does the flood risk in the area limit opportunity sites? 
• Where are the particularly sensitive habitat areas? 
• Do we know what protected species are evident in the area? 
• Where are the existing and potential visitor attractions? 
• To what extent can the area provide recreational activity and address 

deficiencies of surrounding communities (ie: PPG 17 findings,) 
• What are the key recreational aspirations for the area? 

 
2. Heritage and Design concepts -  Including the design, layout and energy efficiency 

of buildings and how the area can adapt to a changing climate; 
• What are the important view points into the Country Park from the built 

up area and surrounding road network 
• What areas of the Watermead area are considered appropriate to 

develop? 
• To what extent is density an important consideration if development 

should go ahead in the Watermead area? 
• What ways can the area seek to adapt to climate change – energy 

efficient buildings making use of orientation of buildings, water power and 
heating, ground source heat pumps solar voltaics etc 

• What opportunities are there to exploit renewable energy generation? 
• What examples are there of local heritage that might influence townscape 

or buildings? 
 
3. Accessibility and connectivity – within the Watermead Country Park and 

between the built up areas of Birstall, Thurmaston, Wanlip, Syston and the 
Watermead area;  
 
 Thinking specifically about access, what are your perceptions of the 

Watermead area?  Are access routes well known?  Are they easy to use? 
 How good are access routes into the park from the surrounding area?  

(Birstall, Thurmaston, Wanlip, Syston and Leicester) what needs to be 
improved? 

 What is access like within the park and how can it be improved? Is it good 
for pedestrians, cyclists, people with disabilities, horse riders; should electric 
or motor vehicles be allowed? 
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 Are there any areas which are off limits, should they remain so, or should 
more areas be opened up?  

 Compared to all of the other issues being considered today, how important 
is it to improve access?  Is access more important than say ecology or 
developing the economic potential of the Watermead area? 

 
4. Regeneration - Development opportunities and the improvement of the 

waterfront, Thurmaston Local Centre and its public realm. 
• What opportunities are there to make better use of previously developed 

or despoiled sites? 
• Where are the obvious development sites? 
• What are the barriers to bringing forward sites and how can they be 

overcome? 
• How can development complement the ecological and landscape assets 

that are within the area 
• Do you think that the employment land should be concentrated in one 

strategic area or should some of it be distributed in existing settlements? 
• If distributed, is Watermead or Thurmaston waterfront a suitable location 

for new jobs? If so, what restrictions should be placed on the types of 
employment in these locations? 

 


