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Planning and Regeneration Service 

 

 

   

Telephone: 01509 263151   

Email: information@charnwood.gov.uk 

Visit us at www.charnwood.gov.uk 

Mr S Mahoney  

Ryan's Island 

Sileby Mill Boat Yard 

Sileby 

Leicestershire 

LE12 7UX 
 

Development Management 
Southfield Road 

Loughborough 
Leicestershire 

LE11 2TN 
 

Please Contact: Sarah Hallam 
Direct Line: 01509 634736 

Email: sarah.hallam@charnwood.gov.uk  

  16 June 2020 

Dear Mr Mahoney, 

ENQUIRY REFERENCE: E/20/0144 
ALLEGED BREACH: Change of use of land to residential use and erection of 

buildings and structures on the land  
LOCATION: Ryan’s Island, Sileby, Leicestershire, LE12 7UX 

 

I write further to our meeting on 11 June 2020 regarding the above where we discussed your 
occupation of the above land and building.  I would first like to thank you for your openness 
and for providing my colleague and me with transport to and from the island, which is only 
accessible by boat.   
 
From our discussions on site you purchased the land in May 2016 and from the date of 
purchase you moored your narrow boat and lived on your boat while the site was cleared and 
the brick building on the site made habitable for occupation.  Once the building was suitable 
for occupation you moved into it in October 2016.  Works continued on the building and the 
services required (water and electricity) to make your living on the site totally off grid.  Based 
on the information you provided during our meeting I am of the opinion that the current 
residential use of the land is unauthorised and does not benefit from planning permission.  In 
light of this please find attached a Planning Contravention Notice. This is served by the 
Council because it appears to them that there may have been a breach of planning control. 
 
The Council requires you to provide certain information about interest in, and activities on, 
the land. 
 

WARNING 
It is an offence to fail, without reasonable excuse, to comply with any requirements of 
this notice within twenty-one days beginning with the day on which it was served on 
you. The maximum penalty on conviction of this offence is a fine of £1,000. Continuing 
failure to comply following a conviction will constitute a further offence. It is also an 
offence knowingly or recklessly to give information, in response to this notice, which 
is false or misleading in a material particular. The maximum penalty on conviction of 
this offence is a fine of £5,000. 
 

mailto:sarah.hallam@charnwood.gov.uk
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If you have any questions, require further information or need help to complete the form, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Sarah Hallam 
Planning Enforcement Officer 



 3  

 

 

 Ref No. E/20/0144 

 
IMPORTANT  

THIS COMMUNICATION AFFECTS YOUR PROPERTY 
 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
(as amended by the Planning and Compensation Act 1991) 

 
PLANNING CONTRAVENTION NOTICE 

 
SERVED BY: Charnwood Borough Council 

 
To: 

Mr S Mahoney  
Ryan's Island 

Sileby Mill Boat Yard 

Sileby 

Leicestershire 

LE12 7UX 

 
1. THIS NOTICE is served by the Council because it appears to them that there may have 

been a breach of planning control, within section 171A(1) of the above Act, at the land 
described below. It is served on you as a person who appears to be the owner or 
occupier of the land or has another interest in it, or who is carrying out operations in, on, 
over or under the land or is using it for any purpose. The Council require you, in 
exercise of their powers under section 171C(2) and (3), so far as you are able, to 
provide certain information about interest in, and activities on, the land. 
 

2. THE LAND TO WHICH THE NOTICE RELATES 
 
Land at Ryan’s Island, Sileby, Leicestershire, LE12 7UX, shown hatched blue on the 
attached plan. 
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3. THE MATTERS WHICH APPEAR TO CONSTITUTE THE BREACH OF PLANNING 

CONTROL 
 
Without planning permission the change of use of the land to residential use and the 
erection of buildings and structures associated with the use. 
 

4. WHAT YOU ARE REQUIRED TO DO 
 
Provide in writing, the following information: 
 
1. State the date you purchased the land; 

 
2. Detail what was on the land when you purchased the site i.e. structures, 

pontoon buildings etc.; 
 

3. In respect of the brick building located on the land detail its internal layout and 
what it contained when you purchased the land; 
 

4. Since purchase of the land detail the works that have been undertaken to the 
brick built building, including the dates the works (internal and external) were 
undertaken; 

 
5. Provide a plan showing the current internal layout of the brick building; 

 
6. Confirm what services the brick building affords and clarify how these are 

obtained (i.e. electricity – provided by solar panels in the summer and a 
generator in the winter etc.) 

 
7. State the date the decking, attached to the brick building was installed; 

 
8. State the current use of the land; 

 
9. State the date you first occupied the brick building, if this is not the same date 

as the date of purchase of the land clarify where you were residing at that time; 
 

10. Confirm how you receive any post to the site; 
 

11. Confirm how waste is collected from the site, and how often this occurs; 
 

12. Confirm how waste water and human waste is collected/removed from the site; 
 

13. Confirm the number of persons who reside on the land and detail where they 
live; 
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14. Provide a plan (a blank plan (scale of 1:500) is attached which can be used) 

detailing the approximate location of all the buildings and structures on the site, 
which include the brick building, solar shed, the water bore shed, the tool shed, 
the log stores, the polytunnel, the tent and pontoons; 

 
15. Confirm the date the solar shed was erected on the land; 

 
16. Confirm the use of the solar shed; 

 
17. Confirm the date the water bore shed and associated items were installed on 

the land; 
 

18. Confirm the date the tool shed was erected on the land; 
 

19. Confirm the use of the tool shed; 
 

20. Confirm the date the log stores were erected on the land; 
 

21. Confirm the date the polytunnel was erected on the land; 
 

22. Confirm the date the tent was erected on the land; 
 

23. Confirm the use of the tent; 
 

24. Confirm the date any additional pontoons were attached to the site; 
 

25. Provide the full names and addresses of all the persons that reside on the 
island; 

 
26. Give the name and address of any person known to you to use or have used 

the land for any purpose or to be carrying out, or have carried out, any 
operations or activities on the land; 

 
27. Give any information you hold as to any planning permission for any use or 

operations or any reason for planning permission not being required for any use 
or operation; 

 
28. State the nature of your interest (if any) in the land and the name and address 

of any other person known to you to have an interest in the land  
 

 
29. Provide details of any matter relating to the conditions or limitations subject to 

which any planning permission in respect of the land has been granted; 
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Date by which the information must be provided:  Within 21 days, beginning with the day 
on which this notice is served on you, that is 07 July 2020 

 
5. OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE REPRESENTATION IN RESPONSE TO NOTICE 

 
If you wish to make an offer to apply for planning permission, or to refrain from carrying 
out any operations or activities, or to undertake remedial works; or to make any 
representations about this notice please contact Sarah Hallam on 01509 634736, who 
will be pleased to arrange a convenient appointment for such discussions. 
 

6. WARNING 
 
It is an offence to fail, without reasonable excuse, to comply with any requirements of 
this notice within twenty-one days beginning with the day on which it was served on 
you. The maximum penalty on conviction of this offence is a fine of £1,000. Continuing 
failure to comply following a conviction will constitute a further offence. It is also an 
offence knowingly or recklessly to give information, in response to this notice, which is 
false or misleading in a material particular. The maximum penalty on conviction of this 
offence is a fine of £5,000. 
 

7. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
 If you fail to respond to this notice, the Council may take further action in respect of the 
suspected breach of planning control. In particular, they may issue an enforcement 
notice, under section 172 of the 1990 Act, requiring the breach, or any injury to amenity 
caused by it, to be remedied.  
 
If the Council serve a stop notice, under section 183 of the 1990 Act, section 186(5)(b) 
of the 1990 Act provides that should you otherwise become entitled (under section 186) 
to compensation for loss or damage attributable to that notice, no such compensation 
will be payable in respect of any loss or damage which could have been avoided had 
you given the Council the information required by this notice, or had you otherwise co-
operated with the Council when responding to it. 
 

Dated:  16 June 2020 

  
Signed:  

 

   Richard Bennett 
Head of Planning and Regeneration 

  
 On behalf of Charnwood Borough Council 
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Rayns Island, Sileby 
 
 

This material has been reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital map data with the permission of 

the controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, © Crown Copyright. 
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