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Brief Summary of the Survey Findings 

 

There was an average return rate of questionnaires 

(30%) from Burton on the Wolds, Cotes and Prestwold 

villagers and a need for affordable rural housing shown. 

It is suggested that the following homes be developed on 

a Rural Exception Site so they are let or sold to those 

with a strong local connection:- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These findings are preliminary and subject to change 

following further community engagement and 

consultation. 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

        2 x 2 Bed Bungalows for Shared Ownership 

1 x 2 Bed Bungalow for Affordable Rent 

1 x 2 Bed House for Affordable Rent 

1 x 3 Bed House for shared Ownership 
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Introduction 
 

The Rural Housing Enabler works with Parish Councils and 

Local Authorities in order to investigate the needs for 

affordable homes in villages.  The first step in this process 

is to undertake a housing need survey which will give an 

overview of the current housing situation in a village, and 

provide detail of the need for local affordable homes.  

 

During October 2012, the Rural Housing Enabler and Burton 

on the Wolds Parish Council worked together to deliver a 

Housing Needs Survey form to every household in the 

village. 

 

At the time of the 2001 Census, there was a population of 

about 1000 in 350 occupied dwellings,. The likely increase in 

population will be clear when the results of the 2011 Census 

are widely available. 

 

There are over 350 dwellings within the parish based upon 

2012 statistics obtained from the revenues team at 

Charnwood Borough Council. 

 

500 survey forms were produced for distribution 

throughout the Parish allowing plenty of spare copies. 
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1.  Purpose of the Survey 

 

1.1 The survey was conducted in order to obtain clear evidence 

of the housing need in the parish.  This evidence can then be 

used, along with evidence from other sources, to inform on 

the Parish Council and Charnwood Borough Council on what 

type and tenure of housing might be required to meet local 

needs. 
 

1.2 It is important to acknowledge Parish’s position within 

Charnwood’s settlement hierarchy and in the consultation 

done by the Borough in 2008 it was suggested the Parish be 

in the “Other Settlements” classification.  This is under 

review with the forthcoming publication of the Core 

Strategy but this is expected to be supported.  This means 

development can be considered if it is of small scale and 

within the village framework.  

 

1.3 One option of meeting a parish’s housing need, if 

appropriate, might be through the construction of a purpose 

built affordable housing exception site, in line with the 

Council’s policies and National Planning Policy Framework 

2012. However, to do this there must be accurate details of 

housing need within the parish.  This survey will provide an 

accurate and accepted method of evidencing the parish’s 

needs as well as providing valuable information at the local 

level for the Parish Council. 

 

1.4 If anything is to be done about the local housing needs of 

the village, the support of the Parish Council is important in 

seeking to address them.   
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2.   House Prices 
 

2.1 The Government’s objective is to deliver a better balance 

between housing demand and supply which is not being met 

in many places in rural England.  There would seem to be an 

increasing imbalance in supply and demand for rural housing, 

in particular within smaller rural settlements.  As a 

consequence, affordability is a very real issue in many parts 

of rural England.  In many rural locations average house 

prices can be 5-7 or more times the local average income. 

 

2.2 The table below (Figure 1) details average house type prices 

in Charnwood and compares these with England & Wales and 

the East Midlands averages at February 2012. 

 

Figure 1 – Average House Type Prices ‘000s 
Property type England & Wales East Midlands Charnwood 

All £250 £166 £181 

Detached £343 £232 £242 

Semi-detached £209 £137 £156 

Terraced £209 £117 £142 

Maisonette/ 

Flat 

£245 £103 £134 

Source: Land Registry, November2012 
 

2.3 House prices in Charnwood are significantly above regional 

averages, but are below national averages.  It is worthy of 

note that overall Charnwood is 15% more expensive than the 

East Midlands, and that since 2001, house prices in 

Charnwood have increased by about 43%.  However, there 

has been a 4.5% decrease in house prices over the past year 

(2011) in Charnwood compared to an increase of 0.7% in the 

East Midlands.  
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2.4 The cost of the cheapest available house currently (Dec 

2012) for sale in Burton on the Wolds (2 bed property) is 

£200,000.  This would require an income of over £45,000 

p.a. (based upon 3.5 income multiplier).  This figure also 

assumes a deposit of 20% and that a mortgage was 

available.  

 

2.5 The average price paid for a dwelling in Burton on the Wolds 

over the last 15 years was £283,000, based upon 77 sales 

(source: Zoopla at December 2012).  This is about 30% 

higher than Charnwood’s average house price and illustrates 

how expensive it is to purchase a property at market value 

in Burton on the Wolds.  There are currently (Dec 2012) 13 

properties for sale in Burton on the Wolds, which average 

out at £304,000, approximately 40% higher than 

Charnwood’s average house price. 

 

2.6 The table below (Figure 2) indicates the annual household 

income ranges for the Wolds Electoral Division (Ward), the 

area for which these figures are available, and shows that 

the average income per household is £42,300p.a.  This is a 

high figure but it should be emphasised that this is 

household income and not individual salary. 

 

Figure 2 – Household income in the Ward 

Source: CACI, PayCheck 2011 

 

 

  

Ward  Avearge 

income 

£0-

£30,000 

£30,000-

£50,000 
£50,000+ 

Wolds £42,300 458 

households 

364 

households 

571 

households 
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3 Survey Results  
 

3.1.1 The following sections of this report detail the responses 

from the questionnaires distributed and returned during 

October2012 in Burton on the Wolds.  Separate data is 

available for both Cotes and Prestwold, see Appendix 1., but 

in this instance it has been given as the Parish. 

 

3.1.2 Respondents’ personal data has and will be kept confidential 

and has not been shared with the Borough or Parish 

Councils.  Any identifiable attributes have not been included 

in the results.  Any comments that have been made may 

have also been edited so as not to identify individual 

circumstances. 

 

3.1.3 The following results are a snapshot in time and provide the 

Parish and Charnwood Borough Council with an insight into 

the parish in terms of current housing need, the desirability 

of the village and the current level of facilities serving the 

local community. 

 

3.1.4 A total of 139 survey forms were received giving a return 

rate of about 30%. This number includes two responses 

from Prestwold and four from Cotes.  Given these small 

numbers this data has been combined with that of Burton. 

See Appendix 1.  

The general response is good when considering that only 

people who have a housing need or who are interested in 

commenting on local matters respond. 

 

3.1.5 The Wymeswold Business Park is within the Parish of Burton 

on the Wolds.  About 20 businesses were approached 

regarding the need for affordable housing for their 
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workforces. The response was that people working on the 

site lived locally anyway and were not in need of housing. 

 

3.2 Age Profile of respondents’ households 
 
3.2.1 (Figure 3).  The age profile within the households which 

responded to the survey was: 

 

10% in the 75+ years range 

30% in the 60 – 74 years range 

25% in the 45 – 59 years range 

15% in the 30 – 44 years range 

5% in the 17 – 29 years range 

15% in the 0 - 16 years range 

 

It is perhaps disappointing that younger households have 

tended not to respond when they are most likely to 

comprise the newly forming households.  This was picked up 

by the Charnwood Needs Analysis (published 2008).  In 

general, the response rate from the 17-19 range is usually 

low because they tend to be excluded if the head of the 

household completes the form or they may have already left 

the village. 

 

3.3 Tenure of all Respondents 
 
3.3.1 The current household tenure of all respondents is given in 

the table below (Figure 4).  It is easy to see that 

owner/occupiers were by far the largest tenure group 

accounting for 95%, of which 47% had a mortgage. 
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Figure 4 – Household Tenure 
 

  
3.4 Other Housing Issues Addressed in the Survey 
 
3.4.1 The questionnaire asked if respondents knew of anyone who 

had left the Parish where lack of affordable housing was a 

significant issue.  12 respondents out of the 143 knew of a 

household affected in this way. 

 

3.4.2 11 respondents knew of households that wanted to return to 

the Parish to give or receive support to family of close 

friends. 

 

3.4.3 Three respondents knew of people who worked in Burton on 

the Wolds who lived elsewhere but wished to reside in the 

Parish. 

 

3.4.4 84 (60%) respondents were in favour of Council homes that 

had been ”Lost” under the right to buy being replaced with 

affordable homes. 

 

 

63 

71 

8 1 

Owner Occ - Mortgage

Owner Occ - No Mortgage

Private Renting

Other
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3.5 Comments from Respondents 
 

3.5.1 The following comments were received regarding housing in 

the Parish – they have been grouped together. 

 

 Undoubtedly, there is a need for affordable homes in the 

Parish (4 comments) 

 There is a sufficient number and variety of homes in the 

Parish already (4 comments) 

 The previous development was not tenanted by locals (3 

comments) 

 We need more bungalows (2 comments) 

 Our children would resist any further development (2 

comments) 

 

4 Housing Need Analysis 
 

4.1 Out of the 139 returns, 133 were from households who felt 

that they were adequately housed and would not be looking 

to move to alternative accommodation within the next five 

years.  It may be that these respondents completed a form 

primarily to offer their support/objection towards a local 

needs housing development as well as give their comments 

regarding the desirability of the parish.  These were 

therefore discounted from the rest of the analysis. 

 

4.2 Accordingly, as far as the requirement for affordable 

housing from existing residents is concerned, there were 

six returns detailing a housing need which the rural housing 

enabler believes have a local connection.  All these 

respondents were from Burton on the Wolds only. 

 

4.3 The following table (Figure 5) lists the need of respondents.  

Details of individual residents are kept by the Rural Housing 
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Enabler but have not been divulged in this report so that 

their anonymity can be preserved. 

  
Figure 5 – Need of Respondents 

Need/Time 

period 

Form 

No 
Type of Home Tenure No 

Need in 

next 3 

years 

86/ 

136 

2 bed bungalow Shared Ownership 2 

117 2 bed bungalow Rent 1 

96/ 

139 

2 bed house Rent 2 

 123 3 bed house Shared Ownership 1 

 

4.4 Some limited provision of 1 bedroom rented flats is 

becoming necessary in some rural areas to meet the needs 

of single people who cannot compete for 2 bedroomed 

properties, either because of housing allocation priorities or 

because of the introduction of the Welfare Reform Act, so-

called “Bedroom Tax” 

 

4.5 Charnwood Borough Council now operates a Choice Based 

Lettings scheme and there was one applicant who identified 

the village as a choice as to where they wanted to live.  It 

has been established that they are not represented in the 

table above.   

No personal information has been shared by the Rural 

Housing Enabler  
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5 Conclusion 
 

5.1 The Rural Housing Enabler, in partnership with the Parish 

Council, has conducted a detailed study of the housing need 

of the village.   

 

5.2 There are at least six households in Burton on the Wolds 

needing affordable housing in the village.  It is worthy of 

note that, should this need be met on a Rural Exception Site 

– See Section 1.3, the smallest of these in Leicestershire is 

four homes and the largest is fourteen.  The essence of 

these surveys is that small numbers are revealed in the 

first instance, but, when it becomes real to villagers that 

affordable homes will be built then more households declare 

a need.  For this reason the author suggests that no element 

of discounting be done. 

 

5.3  The type of home and tenure that should be considered on a 

Rural Exception Site in the parish is as follows: 

          

         2 x 2 Bed Bungalows for Shared Ownership 

1 x 2 Bed Bungalow for Affordable Rent 

2 x 2 Bed House for Affordable Rent  

1 x 3 Bed House for Shared Ownership 

 

5.4 The above suggestion reflects the need for bungalows for 

older households who otherwise could be occupying a large 

house.  They often have equity in their homes making them 

suitable for the shared ownership tenure. 

 

5.5 Response details from the two small settlements of Cotes 

and Prestwold are given in Appendix 1. 
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6 Contacts 
 

The Leicestershire & Rutland Rural Housing Enabler 

Richard Windley  

Unit 19  

Whitwick Business Centre 

Stenson Road 

Coalville 

Leics 

LE67 4JP 

Tel: 01530 276546  

richard.windley@midlandsrh.org.uk 

 

Clerk to Burton on the Wolds Parish Council 

Clare Blain 

Tel: 07917775208   

burtonclerk@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:richard.windley@midlandsrh.org.uk
mailto:burtonclerk@gmail.com
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Appendix 1.  

 

Separate data from Cotes and Prestwold respondents 

 

There were four responses from Cotes and two from Prestwold, 

none of which revealed a housing need. 

 

Age profile of respondents from Cotes.  See Figure 3 page 9. 

 

Two households contained youngsters under 16 

Two households contained adults aged 30 – 44 

Two households contained adults aged 45 – 59 

One contained a person over 75. 

 

Age profile of respondents from Prestwold. See Figure 3 page 9  

 

One household contained a person under 16 

One household contained a young adult aged 20 – 24 

The two households both contained adults between 45 and 59 

 

 

Tenure of respondents from Cotes. See Figure 4 page 10 

 

There were two respondents who were owner occupiers with no 

mortgage. One owner occupier with a mortgage and one private 

renting. 

 

Tenure of respondents from Prestwold. See Figure 4 page 10 

 

One respondent was an owner occupier without a mortgage and 

the other was private renting. 
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Respondents from neither settlements were aware of anyone 

having to leave the Parish for need of an affordable home. See 

3.4.1 page 10. 

 

One respondent from Prestwold was aware of a household which 

had previously lived in the Village and wanted to return but unable 

to do so. None of the Cotes respondents knew of this. See 3.4.1 

page 10. 

 

No respondents from either Village were aware of people who 

worked there whilst living elsewhere. See 3.4.3 page 10. 

 

Two respondents from Cotes and one from Prestwold were in 

favour of council houses being replaced. See 3.4.4 page 10 

 

 

 

 

 


