
CHARNWOOD BOROUGH COUNCIL –CONSERVATION & LANDSCAPE 
 
 
APPLICATION NUMBER:   P/21/0491/2 
LOCATION Land east of Cossington Road Sileby 
PROPOSAL  Outline planning application for up to 170 dwellings (including affordable 
housing) with all matters reserved other than access together with associated 
landscaping and other infrastructure. 
 
DATE:   6 May 2021 
 
 
FROM: Nola O’Donnell  Senior Landscape Officer 
TO:   Denise Snipe  Principal Planning  Officer (Aspbury Planning)  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   OBJECTION- REFUSAL ON LANDSCAPE GROUNDS- 
LOCAL AREA OF SEPERATION AND  LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
 
COMMENT/REASON: 
Issue Area of Local Separation 
The settlement edges for both Sileby and Cossington are physically very close yet there 
remains a clear sense of separation provided by the ALS-D. The site is an open 
expansive arable field of medium scale bounded to the north by the settlement edge of 
Sileby to the east by the Midland Mainline railway and west by the main street and by 
the south by the brook farm farmstead, a very rural built form. The site is the entire 
eastern portion of the ALS-D. As viewed and experienced from Sileby the site is seen 
and experienced as rural and in agricultural use. The Brook Farm Farmstead and tree 
cover effectively screens off views of Cossington for various points along Main Street 
and as seen through the hedge line at Molyneux Drive Sileby. The fields to the west of 
the road confirm the rural characteristic of the scene.  The spatial quality from the edge 
of Cossington to the nursery is confined and enclosed with little sense of another 
settlement beyond. 
 
The proposal would have a substantial effect on the purpose of the ALS-D and result in 
settlement coalescence. The site is the last significant area of open rural landscape 
between the two settlements.  
 
Landscape Character  
 
The site is typical for the character area of the Soar floodplain. It is open gently rising in 
undulation toward the east. While the railway presents a physical barrier the landscape 
connects eastward beyond. 
 
Visual impact 
There are no direct views of the site or of Sileby from the edge of Cossington at the 
Cossington road sign position. Here the spatial quality is confined and enclosed with 
little sense of another settlement beyond. The land to the east of the road is used as a 
timber yard and a nursery garden centre conveying a periurban characteristic. Views of 
Sileby and the western edge of the site only become apparent as one approached the 



entry sign for Sileby at the boundary between the nursery and Brook farm. 
 
Glimpsed views of the site can be seen as one walks the PROW through the fields on 
the west of the road toward the site. There are extensive views across the fields toward 
the rocky uplands of the Charnwood Forest.  Views of the site are filtered between the 
trees. The experience is that of being within a rural countryside setting away from the 
village. 
 
The landform of the site as it rises to the east makes it prominent and particularly 
sensitive to change. The proposal would significantly alter the open rural characteristic 
and replace it with built form. This would have significant effect on landscape character 
and visual quality as well as the setting of the Charnwood Forest as viewed from the 
east. 
 
Mitigation Recommendation –without prejudice 
 

EV/1 Design 
The issues to address are high standard of design to respect and enhance local 
environment in terms of scale, location, character, form and function; to provide 

a positive attractive frontage, safeguard important viewpoints, landmarks and 
skylines.  

 
CT/1 The site lies outwith the settlement   

The issues to address are ‘suitable scale’, ‘nature’ and ‘no significant adverse 
impact’. 
 

There would be no effective means of mitigating the loss of this significant 
portion of the Area of Local Separation. The site plays a vital strategic role as 

part of the physical gap between the settlements. 
 
CT/2 The site lies within open countryside which forms the landscape setting of 

the southern edge of Sileby. 
The issues to address are ‘no harm to character and appearance of the 

countryside’ and ‘to safeguard the historic, nature conservation, amenity and 
other local interests’.  
 

 
 

TREES 
 
It may be beneficial for long term future protection of trees to TPO Cat A and B 

trees and/ or significant linear groups within or adjacent to the site. Applicant 
and agents should not see this as a constraint or obstacle but as part of the 

securing of the long term future of quality landscape outcomes for development. 

 


