
21st January 2022
To whom it may concern,

We are writing to you on behalf of local residents in Sileby who have concerns about the
proposed development of 170 new houses off Cossington Road.

We note that the proposed development has previously been rejected by the Borough Council
but it has come to our attention that the application has been resubmitted.

Some of the concerns raised by local residents are:

- The field as it currently stands provides a valuable habitat for local wildlife.
- The loss of local green spaces, including trees, hedgerows and plants will have a

detrimental effect on biodiversity in the area, and will have a negative effect on air and
water quality.

- Flooding in the Sileby area is already a serious issue and the developers have not
addressed this.

- There are continued concerns about the blending of Sileby and Cossington villages, and
the potential loss of identity caused by the location of this new development.

- Schools and other public services in the area, such as GPs and dentists, are already
struggling to cope with the expansion of the village. Any new developments must be part
of a long-term plan that supports a comparable growth in the capacity of local services.

Additionally, as Green Party members we are concerned that:

- Parking is already an issue within Sileby exacerbated by poor public transport links.  We
strongly believe that to enable the growth of Sileby and to improve the health and
wellbeing of local residents, a new strategy that focuses on public transport and enabling
cycling and walking as primary modes of transport is needed.

- The developer has not been forthcoming about the price point and affordability of the
proposed houses, making it difficult to assess whether these are the types of houses
needed to serve the existing community in Sileby.

- There has not been clear communication on whether this development is in line with
Sileby’s Neighbourhood Plan, which was led by Sileby’s Parish Council and sets out the
views of how local people wish to see their area develop.

We would like to make the following suggestions:
- The council should undertake an evaluation of the town to determine whether there are

any “brownfield” sites that would be suitable for redevelopment, taking into careful
consideration the risk of overcrowding.

- Additionally there may be “windfall” sites within the town (sites where the demolition of
one house leads to the building of several on that site), and this type of infill building may
be enough to meet the needs of the population as they are.



- Any development should be clearly linked to a plan to increase local services such as
medical facilities and schools, as well as a local transport plan to reduce the reliance on
cars within the local area.

- The council should work closely with building contractors to offset the environmental
impact of any new building by examining the supply chain of the builders, as well as
ensuring that green space is protected and new spaces are created with native trees
and plants to offset the carbon emissions from construction.

- We would like to know what plans are in place to ensure new houses built are
future-proofed from an environmental point of view, for example what options for solar
panels or heat pumps have been included.

Ultimately, we think that the council needs to strike a balance between providing housing for
those who need it and protecting the woodland, the natural landscape and rural heritage which
the residents of Sileby currently enjoy.

We look forward to your response,
Sincerely,

Naomi Bottomley
naomiebottomley@gmail.com

Faye Forde
faye.oreillyc@gmail.com

Loughborough & North West Leicestershire Green Party
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