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Dear Sir or Madam, 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above appeal, following refusal of the 
application by David Wilson Homes to build on land within the village of Cossington.  
I am writing on behalf of myself, as a resident of Cossington, and my mother Mavis Mason, 
who has lived in the village for 90 years and was a borough councillor for 26 years. We 
STRONGLY OBJECT to this proposal and urge the Secretary of State to reject the appeal. 
In summary, I believe a development of this scale would have a disastrous environmental, 
vehicular and social impact on our village.  
The specific reasons for my objection are as follows:  
1. Local infrastructure and facilities cannot cope with such a large development. There 
are no local shops or other amenities within easy walking distance, and this development 
would cause an unsafe and unhealthy increase in traffic in order to reach consumer, 
employment, education, health and other services. The potential development of commercial 
and other services would cause irrevocable damage to the character of the village. 
I note that the original information circulated by Clarendon Land and Development Ltd stated: 
’Cossington is a sustainable location benefiting from a number of services and facilities’. This 
claim is completely inaccurate and without foundation. 
2. The village has a long history of significant flooding. I see no supporting evidence that the 
village brooks and drainage systems would be able to cope with a 70 per cent increase in 
housing, or that other areas of the village would not be adversely affected. 
3. Traffic. None of the roads through Cossington, a very small village with several hazardous 
bends, were designed for high volumes of traffic. With such a large increase in housing a 
sharp increase would be inevitable. I am particularly concerned that secondary access to the 
development onto a single-track lane is both impractical and dangerous to other road users, 
including children, cyclists and motorists. At all times of the year, it is difficult to safely 
negotiate parts of this lane. This risk is increased significantly at night and in bad weather, 
including during times of flooding when the road is used as a short cut. 



4. The impact on the environment, caused by increased traffic volume, noise pollution and 
emissions, loss of visual amenity and public safety risks makes this development 
unsustainable, in my view. 
5. The original application stated that the impact on the character and views of the village 
would not be significant. I disagree entirely. Cossington is widely regarded as a heritage 
treasure among Leicestershire villages, as well as a traditional village with a high quality of 
family life. Current amenities, infrastructure and services within the village could not 
reasonably be expected cope with a development of this size, placing additional pressure for 
yet further development.  
This is not simply a ‘not-in-my-back-yard’ objection and I am not averse to some level of 
incremental development of the village. But it must be our responsibility to balance the wider 
need for housing with a duty to preserve the cultural and rural heritage of our country for 
future generations.  
There are nearby villages where such a development would provide a welcome boost to 
existing cultural, residential and commercial interests. But the impact of such a huge 
development - to repeat, representing a 70% increase in homes - on a small, quiet village like 
Cossington would cause irrevocable damage. 
For the reasons above, I urge the Secretary of State to firmly reject the appeal. 
Yours sincerely, 

Dan Mason 


