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Appeal Reference APP/X2410/W/21/3287864
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Other

YOUR COMMENTS ON THE CASE

As a resident of the village of Sileby for six years, and a parent whose children attend Cossington
Primary school, I would like to strongly object to the proposed development for an extra 170 houses on
the field between Chalfont Drive and Derrys Nursery that will place untold extra burden on the already
over stretched facilities and roads in our village.

Firstly, the roads in and out of this village are horrendous, and with parking the way it is on Cossington
Road, you struggle to get down it in a car, so the buses are always having problems. The added
pressure of all the cars from 170 new properties as well as the proposed additional development in
Cossington between Derries Nursery and Cossington School will make the roads even more unpleasant,
dangerous and bring a lot more pollution to the village. Add to that that in the last 2-3 years that the
floods in Cossington village (outside Derries Nursery and right round beyond Cossington school), Brook
Street in Sileby village (along the length of the brook upto 'The Banks Surgery'), Syston Road (between
the lakes and the meadows) have all got worse, forcing traffic to use limited ways out of the village,
the extra traffic is going to make things highly unpleasant and dangerous.

The floods in the village and surrounding areas are a huge problem, and to remove more ground
capable of absorbing some of that water and replacing it with more roads, and housing etc, will only
add to the problem. We need the flood issues fixing, not being added too. The people of Cossington
have had their homes water damaged many times in recent years as well as the issues it causes to
traffic trying to get in and out. I have been unable to attend work as I have been locked in by the
floods, and my children had to be rescued from the school as they were unable to get food to the
children for their dinners. There are many pictures and videos on the internet of the floods we suffer
with as well as the village being on the news because of this too. I have videos of the flood waters
pouring off of the fields onto Cossington road with the drains unable to cope with the deluge.

The facilities of the village are already struggling to cope with pressure of developments that have been
added to the area. The Schools are full, the doctors are hard to get appointments for. You can only add
so many people to one area before the facilities begin to break down. The police presence in the village
is low as their resources are stretched, but the increase in anti-sociable behaviour is up with youths
causing issues around the shops and in the parks. Additional population of our village will only add to
the problems we already struggle to get sorted.

The wildlife from those areas will suffer massively. The hedgerows between Chalfont drive and the
buildings before Derries are full of birds that our daughters always notice on their walk to and from
school. We have spotted foxes and many birds of prey, as well as hedgehogs that are already being
threatened by the large amounts of traffic we already have. Many hedgehogs are handed in to chine
house veterinary practice and the local charities are inundated with people finding them roaming the
roads underweight because of loss of habitat. Sometimes these charities have to turn people away that
have found not only hedgehogs but birds also as they simply can’t take anymore due to being
overwhelmed.

Whilst we understand that additional housing must be built, Sileby has already had more than its fair
share of additional developments straining our community, and we feel that the issues we have already
in our village would be made a lot worse by the extra pressure of more housing. We don’t feel that
facilities have been upgraded sufficiently to take the influx of new housing already added to Sileby let
alone for further developments. Furthermore, Cossington and Sileby are 2 separate villages and there
is clear definition between the two currently. With the addition of this proposed build, the loss of that
defining border will create the effect of one large village diminishing there own individuality.

Please, Please consider the people of both Cossington and Sileby before you add more problems to our
village and further reduce the quality of life for not only the residence but the wildlife that thrive in and
around our villages.
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