
 
Consultation on Charnwood Borough Council’s 

Draft Plan of Climate Local Commitments 
 
 
Our Vision 
 
The Council cares about the environment and has a legal duty to protect it.  As part 
of that duty, we have drafted a plan of action to help meet our commitment to protect 
the Borough for future generations. 
 
The plan, called Charnwood Borough Council’s Climate Local, is split into three main 
themes: 
 
Raising Awareness: How we plan to help stakeholders understand what help is 
available and what they can do themselves to reduce their impact on the 
environment 
 
Reducing Our Impact on Climate Change: What the Council can do to reduce its 
impact on the environment, and how we plan to work with partners and stakeholders 
to protect the Borough’s environment  
 
Resilience: What plans we have in place to tackle risks posed by climate change 
 
We now really want to hear from you about our proposals. 
 

Background 
 
Charnwood Borough Council has been a signatory to the Nottingham Declaration on 
Climate Change since 2005.  In signing the Declaration, the Council made a 
commitment to develop a Climate Change Strategy and set targets for reducing 
carbon emissions.  The Local Government Association initiative, Climate Local was 
launched in June 2012 and replaces the former Nottingham Declaration.  Climate 
Local provides a framework through which the Council can identify the opportunities 
& capture the benefits of action on Climate Change.   

Charnwood Borough Council signed Climate Local in November 2013. Signing up to 
the commitment not only demonstrates our leadership on this agenda, but also 
requires the Council to set out a list of actions to reduce carbon emissions and 
respond to climate change, working across the council and with key partners across 
the Borough. 



 
Developing Climate Local Commitments 
 
The next step following consideration by Cabinet is to agree Charnwood Borough 
Council’s Climate Local actions.  These commitments will then be sent to the Local 
Government Association by the end of April 2014. 
 
Delivery of these commitments will require input from across the Council and 
partnership working with key stakeholders.  
 
The commitments will be monitored as part of an annual Climate Local review and 
will be reported to the performance scrutiny group.  Each action has been assigned a 
lead officer and/or service. 
 
The draft Climate Local commitments and actions are split into the three broad 
themes mentioned above. 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
Consultation 
 
Climate change is one of the key challenges facing Charnwood today.  Climate 
projections show that past, current and future greenhouse gas emissions will 
influence the climate for decades.  Ensuring the Borough maintains a leading role in 
local efforts to reduce the impacts of climate change is a priority commitment in 
Charnwood Borough Council’s Corporate Plan.  
 
We can all make changes to our lifestyles to reduce our impact on the environment, 
which will contribute to the extent to which the climate changes. 
 
As such, the Council is preparing a plan to tackle climate change in Charnwood and 
we really want your views on our proposals. 
 
How to respond 
 
An online survey accompanies this document and is available here: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WYMFT7F 

If you require a paper copy of the draft plan or questionnaire in your language, large 

print or Braille please email a request to communications@charnwood.gov.uk.   

Comments received will be used to help us further shape our draft plan and we 

intend to publish the results in April 2014. 

Responses can also be emailed to: sustainability@charnwood.gov.uk 

Raising Awareness Reducing our Impact 

on Climate Change 

Resilience 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WYMFT7F
mailto:communications@charnwood.gov.uk


 
Or posted to: 
 
Sustainability, Charnwood Borough Council, Council Offices, Southfield Road, 
Loughborough, LE11 2TX 
 
Consultation deadline 
 
The consultation will run for six weeks and the deadline for responses to the 
consultation is Tuesday, January 21, 2014. 
 



 
 



Climate Local Commitment 

 

Climate Local Charnwood Borough Council: 

Our commitments and actions 

 

Charnwood Borough Council signed the Climate Local Commitment on 14th November 2013 in recognition of the important role 
that local authorities have in tackling climate change. 

In signing the Commitment we pledge to set locally-owned and determined actions to reduce our impact on climate change.  

The most recent government data for 2011 from the 
Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC),  
which has a 2 year time lag in release on the data,  
shows business emitted 40% of carbon dioxide  
emissions (CO2) in the Borough (220 kilotonnes CO2), 
homes emitted 35% (190 kilotonnes of CO2) and  
transport emitted 25% (140 kilotonnes CO2).  
 

 

 

 

CO2 emissions in Charnwood come from three sectors (Figure 1 above): Domestic, Road Transport and Industry and Commercial. 

 
The tables below set out our commitments and the actions we will undertake to deliver them.  All of these actions identified will 
collectively aim to reduce the amount of greenhouse gas emissions emitted in the borough.  We will monitor our performance 
against these actions and report regularly on our progress. We will also regularly refresh this list of actions to ensure they are up-
to-date and reflect local priorities.   



Awareness Raising  

Ref Commitment Action Measure Responsibility Timescale 
1.1 We will demonstrate political 

leadership for local action on 
climate change 

Climate change recognised 

as a priority within the 

Corporate Plan. 

A Corporate plan published. 

 

Corporate 
Management 
 

In place 

Publish annual statement 
confirming our commitment 
to tackling climate change 

Annual progress report on Climate 

Local commitments published and 

issued to the Local Government 

Association, to members and to the 

community. 

Sustainability On going 

1.2 We will educate and encourage 
the community on how they can 
take action on Climate Change 
to inspire local action 

Promote environmental 
education programmes 
through on line media and 
community support 

Number of environmental education 
programmes promoted.  
 
Number of ‘hits’ on climate change 
webpages. 
 
Number of community groups taking 
new climate change initiatives. 

Sustainability 
 
Customer 
Services 
 
 
Neighbourhood 
Services 

2014 

Provide a signposting 
service to relevant support 
and advice, such as the 
Energy Saving Trust  

Contact centre and Customer Service 
staff trained to understand support 
services. 
 
Number of individuals and groups 
directed to support and advice 
services. 

Sustainability 
 

On going 

1.3 We will promote a low carbon 
local economy 

Encourage growth in 
‘green’ businesses in 
Charnwood, in particular 
through the Loughborough 
Science Park. 

Evidence of new ‘green’ businesses 
in Charnwood as measured by the 
number of new start-ups and 
expansions. 
 
Additional jobs created in the ‘green 

Regeneration & 
Economic 
Development 

On going 



economy’. 
Additional investment in the ‘green 
economy.  

Promote the Climate East 
Midlands Business 
adaptation guide for 
business 

Details made available on website 
 
Number of enquiries received related 
to the Guide.   

Sustainability On going 

Provide information on 
carbon management advice 
and government policies 
such as the Feed in Tariffs 
(FITs), the Renewable Heat 
Incentive (RHI) and the 
Green Deal 

Details made available on website Sustainability On going 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Reducing our Impact on Climate Change 
 
Ref Commitment  Action Measure Responsibility Timescale 
2.1 We will measure and reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions 
across the Council Estate 
 

Publish a Local Authority 
Carbon Management Plan 
which sets a carbon baseline 
and a carbon reduction target  

Production of annual greenhouse 
gas emission report to DECC 

Sustainability 
 

Annual 

Reduction in carbon emissions 
from Council activities, compared 
to target 

Sustainability 
All Directorates 

2014 

We will promote the installation 
of low carbon technologies in 
Council buildings 

Number of assessments 
undertaken and carbon saving 
measures implemented as a % of 
all projects reviewed 

Property 
Services 

On going 

Integrate grey water systems, 
rainwater harvesting and water 
saving measures for all council 
building projects, where feasible 

Number of assessments 
undertaken and carbon saving 
measures implemented as a % of 
all projects reviewed 

Property 
Services 

On going 

Improve the energy efficiency of 
Council ICS servers and 
communications equipment  

Number of virtual servers, Display 
Interface Users and Client 
Terminal Machines replaced as 
part of a rolling programme to 
virtual facilities. 
 
Estimated energy savings as a 
result of changes. 

Information & 
Communication 
Services 

2015 

Introduction of Night watch – 8pm 
shut down of machines  

Information & 
Communication 
Services 

2014 

2.2 We will improve the energy 
performance of our housing 
stock  

Monitor the energy condition of 
the housing stock and improve 
through the installation of 
insulation measures, retro-fit 
schemes and low carbon 
technologies 

Housing Business strategy 
reviewed to reflect the energy 
efficiency commitment. 
 
Number of dwellings benefiting 
from energy efficiency 

Landlord 
Services 

2014 



improvements. 
 
Number of people in fuel poverty 
assisted. 
 
Publish SAP/EPC records 
Number of properties with 
insulation, retro-fit and low carbon 
technologies implemented 

Landlord 
Services 

On going 

2.3 We will use the planning system 
to encourage a low carbon 
community 
 

Encourage a sustainable pattern 
of development supported by a 
low carbon transport 
infrastructure that encourages 
walking, cycling and public 
transport use 

Adoption of the Core Strategy &  
monitoring the implementation of 
policies such as CS17 
Sustainable Transport  

Planning & 
Regeneration 

2014 

Developers will be encouraged 
to build homes and other 
buildings to high energy 
standards, with low embodied 
energy and promote renewable 
energy 

Adoption of the Core Strategy &  
monitoring the implementation of 
policies such as CS16 
Sustainable Construction & 
Energy when determining 
applications for development 

Planning & 
Regeneration 

2014 

Promote sustainable design and 
buildings 

Identification of exemplar 
schemes. 
 
Number of schemes promoted on 
website and through social media.  

Sustainability On going 

2.4 We will reduce the impact of car 
use associated with work and 
commuting at Charnwood 
Borough Council 

Prepare and implement the 
sustainable travel plan                                                      

Travel Plan published and 
communicated                                                      

Planning Policy 2014 

Register with Loughborough 
Business Partnership                                                  

Sustainability In place 

Register with Leicester SHARE – 
closed web based car share 
scheme                      

Sustainability 2014 

Number of  activities and 
programmes delivered under the 

Sport and Active 
Recreation 

On going 



Local Sustainable Transport Fund 
Bid, e.g. Choose How You Move 

Team 
 

Promote infrastructure for low 
carbon vehicles 

Pursue an electric charging point 
programme for the Beehive Car 
Park and Southfield Road Office 

Street Scene 
Sustainability 

2014 

Promotion of the Government 
Plug In Car Scheme to increase 
the take up of ultra-low emission 
vehicle technologies including 
electric cars and vans 

New website information. Sustainability 2014 

Assess the feasibility of 
replacing the Council’s existing 
fleet with electric vehicles 

Number of electric vehicles 
purchased 

Open Spaces & 
Cleansing 

2017 

Implement advance driver 
training for fleet drivers 

Number of drivers taking training 
courses.  

Open Spaces & 
Cleansing 

2014 

Manage journey mileages to 
increase the efficiency of work 
travel 

Number of new software 
packages introduced. 
 
Reduction in mileage as a result 
of introduction of software. 

Open Spaces & 
Cleansing 

Quarter 
2014 

Promote the Government Plug 
In Car Scheme to increase the 
take up of ultra-low emission 
vehicle technologies including 
electric cars and vans 

New information provided on 
website. 

Sustainability Quarter 
2014 

2.6 We will work with partners to 
increase efficiency and reduce 
carbon emissions in vehicles 
used for contracted out services 

Carry out Carbon foot printing of 
fleet services used for Council 
contracts 

Carbon footprint established and 
mitigation plan in place 

Sustainability Quarter 
2014 

2.7 We will reduce the amount of 
waste to landfill in the borough 

Zero Waste Strategy in place to 
divert waste from landfill and 
improve recycling 

Tonnages of waste sent to landfill 
as a percentage 
 

Cleansing & 
Open Spaces 

On going 

Replacement of 240 litre bins 
with 180 litre bins 

% of properties with 180 litres or 
smaller bins 

Cleansing & 
Open Spaces 

On going 



Promote home composting in 
the borough 

Number of compost bins and food 
waste digesters purchased 

Cleansing and 
Open Spaces 

On going 

2.8 We will increase the rates of 
recycling and reuse within the 
borough 

Contractors will be expected to  
achieve a target of 54% 
household recycling rate 

Tonnages of green waste and 
recycling as a percentage 

Cleansing & 
Open Spaces 

2017 

Implement waste education / 
promotional campaigns 
including through the 'Fresher's 
Fair' at Loughborough 
University; Recycling Amnesty 
in Student areas and ‘Cash for 
Trash’ 

Number of programmes and 
campaigns put in place. 

Cleansing & 
Open Spaces 
 
Neighbourhood 
Services 

On going 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Climate Change Resilience 
 
Ref Commitment Action Measure Responsibility Timescale 
3.1 We will work in partnership to 

improve mapping of areas at 
risk from flooding, and the 
prediction of future flood risk  

Develop a Flood Risk 
Management Strategy with 
the lead flood agency, 
Leicestershire County 
Council (LCC)  

Flood Risk Management Strategy 
adopted & recommendations being 
implemented 
 
   

Emergency 
Planning in 
association with 
LCC 

2014 

Develop a Charnwood 
Community Flood Plan with 
the Environment Agency 
(EA) 

Community Plan adopted & 
recommendations being implemented 

Emergency 
Planning in 
association with 
the EA 

2014 

Update the Charnwood 
Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment 

Assessment published & supporting 
development decisions 

Plans, Policy & 
Place Making 

2014 

3.2 We will help the community in 
the face of threats from flooding 

Promote the Community 
Flood Warden Monitoring 
Scheme in conjunction with 
the Environment Agency 
and Leicestershire 
Resilience Forum 

Number of Flood Warden Monitoring 
Schemes established. 
 
Up to date information available on 
Website 

Emergency 
Planning 

On going 

Training of Flood Wardens Number of training events held 
 
Number of Flood wardens receiving 
training. 

Emergency 
Planning 

On going 

Ensure new development in 
areas that avoid flooding 
 
 

Adoption of the Core Strategy &  
monitoring the implementation of 
policies such as CS16 Sustainable 
Construction & Energy 
 
Number of planning applications 
refused on flood risk grounds. 

Planning & 
Regeneration 

On going 

3.3 We will work with communities Advise residents on steps to Number of people signing up to flood Emergency On going 



and businesses to increase 
resilience to future changes in 
climate  

increase resilience, e.g. 
signing up to flood warning, 
planting & shade coverage 
& water usage in the home 

warning. 
 
Number of residents benefiting from 
climate change advice.  

Planning 

Develop community resilient 
plans with parish councils 

Number of new plans prepared.  Emergency 
Planning 

On going 

3.4 We will ensure emergency 
planning at Charnwood Borough 
Council are resilient to climate 
impacts 

Work with partners to 
ensure operations, estates, 
assets and equipment are 
resilient to climate change / 
severe weather 

Test emergency plans Emergency 
Planning 

On going 

3.5 We will ensure that Council 
owned open spaces and habitat 
are well adapted to the changing 
climate 

Protect and enhance native 
species and habitats to 
prepare for potential losses 

Number of priority actions in the Open 
Spaces Strategy implemented. 

Cleansing and 
Open Spaces 

On going 

Adoption of the Core Strategy &  
monitoring the implementation of 
policies such as CS11 Landscape 
and Countryside, CS12 Green 
Infrastructure and CS13 Biodiversity 
and Geodiversity 

Planning and 
Regeneration 

On  going 

Promote the planting of 
trees and vegetation that 
prevent rapid water run-off 
and therefore protect areas 
from flooding 

Number of priority actions in the Open 
Spaces Strategy implemented. 

Cleansing and 
Open Spaces 
 

On going 

Explore the potential for the 
use of waste wood from 
council owned land and 
operations 

Number of priority actions in the Open 
Spaces Strategy implemented. 

Cleansing and 
Open Spaces 

On going 

Support the implementation 
of the Leicestershire 
Biodiversity Action Plan 

Number of priority actions in the Open 
Spaces Strategy implemented. 

Cleansing and 
Open Spaces 

On going 

3.7 We will promote active lifestyles 
to encourage healthy and lower 
carbon lifestyles through the 
delivery sport and physical 

Promote cycling, walking, 
and running and other 
physical activity 

Engage with 20 workplaces and 200 
participants annually 

Sport and Active 
Recreation 
Team 

On going 

Deliver 6 campaign weeks and Sport and Active On going 



activity projects achieve 600 new participants in sport 
and physical activity annually 

Recreation 
Team 

Deliver the sky ride local 
programme to workplaces 
and families 

Deliver 10 led rides and achieve 300 
participants annually 
 

Sport and Active 
Recreation 
Team 
 

On going 

Develop and promote new 
and existing walking 
initiatives 

Development of 2 new walking 
groups, achieve 90 regular walkers 
and train 10 walk leaders with total 
attendances of 2500 annually 

Sport and Active 
Recreation 
Team 
 

On going 

3.8 We will support healthy and 
ethical local food initiatives. 

Promote the allotment 
scheme and community fruit 
and vegetable schemes 

Number of new allotment schemes 
introduced.  
 
Number of community fruit and 
vegetable schemes introduced.  
 

Sustainability On going 

Promote and support the 
Loughborough Farmers 
Market 

Number of businesses participating in 
the Farmers Market.  
 
Increasing the number of businesses 
participating in the Farmers Market.  
 
Sustaining the same number of 
businesses in the Farmers Market.   

Sustainability On going 

Promote and support fair 
trade 

Information provided on website Sustainability On going 

 


