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Paragraph
Policy EV9 Open Spaces, Sport and 

Recreation (final paragraph)
4(2) Not sound, not consistent with 

national policy



WHY PLAN NOT SOUND MODIFICATIONS HEARINGS HEARING SESSIONS
The last paragraph in EV9 is too stringent in terms of the groups that will be allowed to propose new open space.

The assumption of sustainable development in NNPF 8(b) includes a 'social objective' that states

a social objective – to support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring that a sufficient number and range of 
homes can be provided to meet the needs of present and future generations; and by fostering a well-designed and safe 

built environment, with accessible services and open spaces that reflect current and future needs and support communities’ 
health, social and cultural well-being

Also from NPPF 83

Planning policies and decisions should enable:
the retention and development of accessible local services and community facilities, such as local shops, meeting places, 

sports venues, open space, cultural buildings, public houses and places of worship.

As well as NPPF 92(a)

To provide the social, recreational and cultural facilities and services the community needs, planning policies and decisions 
should: a) plan positively for the provision and use of shared spaces, community facilities (such as local shops, meeting 
places, sports venues, open space, cultural buildings, public houses and places of worship) and other local services to 

enhance the sustainability of communities and residential environments;

To include initiatives from more of the community, the local plan will be more in line with the 
intentions of the NPPF by widening from where proposals of new open space can originate. This 

can be done by modifying the final paragraph of EV9 from

We will support neighbourhood plan groups in protecting and enhance locally important open 
space, sport and recreation facilities through neighbourhood plans.

to

We will support neighbourhood plan groups, residents’ groups and community groups in 
proposing, protecting and enhance locally important open space, sport and recreation facilities 

through neighbourhood plans or other community-led initiatives.

No


