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WHY PLAN NOT SOU
The British Horse Society is the UK's largest equestrian Charity, with over 118,000 members representing the UK's 3 million
horse riders. Nationally equestrians have just 22% of the rights of way network and are increasingly forced to use busy
roads to access them.

The equine industry generates £4.7 billion annually nationally (BETA, 2019). Equestrian access is important to sustain
equestrian activity and the wider employment and income generation associated with this. Horse-riding is considered a
nature-based tourism activity enabling people to be closer to nature and gain from the physical and mental health benefits
provided (Sung et al, 2015; BHS, 2020)

Horse riding is included in the Active Travel definition. Jesse Norman MP, Parliamentary Under —Secretary of State for
Transport in a House of Commons debate on Road Safety, 5 November 2018 (1) stated: "We should be clear that the cycling
and walking strategy may have that name but is absolutely targeted at vulnerable road users, including horse-
riders......Horse riders are vulnerable road users—there is no doubt about that, and there never has been—and they have
been included in the work we are doing.”

Public Rights of Way are often routes of ancient origin and it is known that many unrecorded routes remain to be
discovered (Bucks and Wadey, 2017). As equestrians have access to only 22% of the recorded rights of way it is essential
that these are protected and enhanced and that there is sufficient resource for this. It is positive to note the inclusion of
horse-riding as a means of leisure and exercise. Any developments for walking and cycling should include all vulnerable
road users including equestrians to avoid horses being sandwiched between fast moving motorised vehicles and fast
moving cyclists.
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