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WHICH PARAGRAPHS

2.46: As per section 35A and 35B of the National Planning Policy Framework, | would suggest that sustainable

development has not been demonstrated within this plan. Furthermore, reasonable alternatives have not been
examined. This latter element notably includes the pursuit of high-rise flats in place of expansive housing

expansions. Urban expansion outwards from Loughborough is a short-term solution that fails to guarantee the

long-term future of the Charnwood natural area, including the proposed Charnwood Forest Regional Park, and

associated natural beauty spots. High-rise living should be pursued as an alternative, given it would:

a) enable the fulfilment of the majority of all Charnwood housing needs within a single large settlement;
b) remove the divisive need to disrupt and degrade the heritage and beauty of our villages in Charnwood;
¢) encourage urban renewal within Loughborough town centre as is already an objective of Charnwood
Borough Council;

d) reduce the impact on existing residential communities which may be impacted by outwards housing
developments (such as via obstruction of views, impact on house prices, increased traffic, degradation of

community, etc);
e) aesthetically promote Loughborough as a town of progress and vibrancy;
f) reduce vehicle reliance in order to access Loughborough town centre and encourage more environmentally
friendly modes of transport such as by foot or bicycle, as is limited in possibility when travelling from urban
developments on the outskirts of Loughborough;
g) protect the natural environments surrounding Loughborough
h) reduce the costs associated with maintenance of sewage, electricity, and water systems, etc, as would be
higher within ordinary housing developments, as opposed to within high-rise flats.
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WHICH DIAGRAM

WHICH TABLE
Page 23: Map of Charnwood - The 1.24: A Vision for Charnwood 2037 - This section pledges in
inclusion of Birstall, Thurmaston, and Paragraph 6 to protect the individual identity of villages in
Syston, within the Leicester Urban Area

Charnwood. However, this is not evidenced in the wider plan, with
raises questions about the long-term

this pledge contrasting with the recognisable determination to
guarantees to the people of these

deliver large-scale housing developments - to the detriment of the
settlements that they will not be
inevitably absorbed into Leicester. There

natural environment - in these very same villages. This statement
is surely the need for Charnwood

therefore implies that those villages within which boundaries'

developments are intended - such as Rothley and Thurmaston -
Borough Council to guarantee these are not 'picturesque’ as stated within the Local Plan, with this
populations that they will remain being notably demeaning to such villages.
separate from Leicester.

1.24: A Vision for Charnwood 2037 - This same section (within

Paragraph 7) notes the delivery of 'sustainable urban extensions at
Loughborough and Leicester'. This is unproven in its 'sustainable’
nature, not least given the longevity of this plan is limited to the
2030s, with no recognisable promise that the cessation of this
Local Plan will enable the definitive end to further large housing
developments. The sustainable nature of this pledge also fails to
recognise the increased road traffic which results from housing
developments, as has been developed in recent projects, whereby
new communities see recognisable use of polluting vehicles, with
limited parking, and increased risks of vehicular accidents, notably
with children.

WHY PLAN NOT SOUND

MODIFICATIONS
Evidence must be provided that alternatives to outwards urban expansion have been pursued, with
these including but not limited to high-rise developments, notably within Loughborough town

centre. Such would reduce the need to overburden rural and service sector settlements with
unpopular housing developments, and would form part of the exciting regeneration of the
Loughborough town centre area, whilst additionally protecting the heritage and culture of each

respectively.
Revisions to the Local Plan should demonstrate (as such):

a) that the Local Plan has considered the potential for high-rise living as an alternative to outwards
housing expansions;

b) the estimated development costs of high-rise living in Loughborough in contrast with outwards
urban expansion;

¢) that the preference of a majority from the Borough of Charnwood for outwards urban expansion
exists in place of high-rise living (or vice versa) within Loughborough and (potentially) Shepshed;
d) the views of developers and other stakeholders (such as local businesses and Loughborough

University), on the potential for upwards expansion within Loughborough, as well as their views on

the potential for outwards urban expansion;

e) potential sites for high-rise living within Loughborough;

f) environmental assessments comparing the pursuit of upwards and outwards urban expansion in

Loughrbough;
g) cost estimates for the maintenance of services such as water systems and sewage for both
upwards and outwards developments.
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I am a councillor at Rothley Parish Council, as
well as a recent graduate of Loughborough
University, and the Chairman of the youth

faction of a local political association.




