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WHY PLAN NOT SOUND
The plan is not sound as it fails to take into account the negative impact on the roads and character of the village of Anstey, despite the evidence given in the documents produced to advise the plan. In Policy DS1: Development Strategy an ‘objective of conserving and
protecting the character of our towns and villages' is stated. However, this is not followed through with the appropriate policies for individual developments.
The vision is given that ‘communities will have better access to jobs and services, with a choice to safely and conveniently walk or cycle’. However, safe cycle routes though Anstey are not addressed by the plan.

Character of Anstey Village Centre
« The Nook is at the heart of the village and is the focus for services and for the village identity. The Nook has been degraded due to increased traffic noise and pollution. The attached map illustrates the recent local growth that has put pressure on the roads through Anstey
and particularly on the Nook as the central social and services hub of the village. Addition of more housing to the west of the village (HA43) and to the east near Thurcaston (Land north of A46 — City of Leicester Local Plan) would produce increases in traffic that could
endanger the character and identity of the village irreparably. Although screening is required to preserve the character of the areas close to the developments, little attention has been given to the impact on character of the village centre.

Traffic Flow Forecasts
« Charnwood Local Plan Forecasting Report (May 2021) predicts significant increases in traffic flow on all roads into Anstey and particularly The Nook and Groby Road from the A50 (Fig: 7.10). This is also recognised in ‘Charnwood Borough Local Plan Mitigation’, (Table 2-1:
Initial Explanations for Issues Identified).
« Displaced traffic from the Strategic Road Networks will also put presure on routes through Anstey and nearby villages, which are not designed to deal with high volumes of traffic (Charnwood Borough Local Plan Mitigation 3.2.1.5, 3.3.1.8, and 3.14).

Impact on The Nook
« The Nook, Anstey within the conservation area has been one of the most congested urban junctions in the borough's service centres. The Charnwood Local Plan Forecasting Report: Section 3 shows the expected increase in traffic flow through the Nook.
« The Leicester City Local Plan includes 611 houses ‘North of the A46’ (Policy SL04 and Diagram 02.). This is an area on the Anstey side of Thurcaston. Anstey is the closest service centre for this development and will be the route via The Nook to the major road networks.
* The Charnwood Local Plan (HA43) allocates 600 more houses to the west of Anstey.
« Charnwood's Air Quality Annual Status Reports do not provide any measurements for the most congested part of Anstey (The Nook). If there is a decrease in diesel vehicles and increase in electric vehicles over the period of the plan, the developments proposed in the plan
should be timed to follow these trends to avoid dangerous spike in the levels of pollutants early in this period.

Cycle Routes
« Whilst a cycle route from Anstey to the A50 at Gynsills Lane, Glenfield is proposed, the recommended cycle routes through Anstey are along roads which are either narrow (Groby Road) or have low visibility due to bends (Groby Road), hills (Cropston Road) or Parked
vehicles (Groby Road and Cropston Road). They also include congested routes (Cropston Road, the Nook, Leicester Road and Bradgate Road). All these routes are predicted to have increased traffic when additional houses are built on the Charnwood and Leicester sides of
the borough boundary.
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WHY PLAN NOT SOUND
The plan is not sound as it fails to take into account the negative impact on the roads and character of the village of Anstey, despite the evidence given in the documents produced to advise the
plan. Changing the Groby Road route into the village into a major access raises concerns about safety and character that the plan does not address. In Policy DS1: Development Strategy an
‘objective of conserving and protecting the character of our towns and villages' is stated. However, this is not followed through with the appropriate policies for individual developments.
Character of Groby Road and Conservation Area, Anstey
« Groby Road/Anstey Lane was initially a quiet country lane between the villages of Anstey and Groby. It now links Bradgate Road, Anstey to the A50. However, it remains narrow with dangerous
bends and no footpath or cycle path. The eastern end is a residential road with many house entrances onto it and street parking. The junction with Bradgate Road is in the conservation area with
limited vision. Bradgate Road within the Conservation area, although residential it does not have footpaths on the east side of the road.
Traffic Flow Forecasts
» Charnwood Local Plan Forecasting Report (May 2021) predicts significant increases in traffic flow on all roads into Anstey and particularly The Nook and Groby Road from the A50 (Fig: 7.10).
This is also recognised in ‘Charnwood Borough Local Plan Mitigation’, (Table 2-1: Initial Explanations for Issues Identified).
« Displaced traffic from the Strategic Road Networks will also put pressure on routes through Anstey and nearby villages, which are not designed to deal with high volumes of traffic (Charnwood
Borough Local Plan Mitigation 3.2.1.5, 3.3.1.8, and 3.14).
Impact on Groby Road/Anstey Lane and Bradgate Road
« Bradgate Road, Anstey within the conservation area has been one of the most has seen a steady increase in traffic flow due to new housing and the popularity of Bradgate Park. The Charnwood
Local Plan Forecasting Report: Section 3 shows the expected increase in traffic flow through Bradgate Road.

« Additional lanes and an all-directions junction at the A50/A46/Anstey Lane junctions (Charnwood Borough Local Plan Mitigation - Appendix C) would change Groby Road/Anstey Lane into an
even busier access road from the strategic road network (M1/A46/A50) into the village, comparable in function to Leicester Road. It will add to the traffic on the already dangerous and narrow
road into Anstey.

« The Sustainable Transport study (Figure 15) shows that car driver mode for Anstey is 70-80%. This is misleading when applied to the HA43 developments which is more likely to be similar to the
edges of other villages which show 90% in the 2011 census (Figure 5: Census 2011 Origin Destination Journeys to Work). The location of HA43 with proximity to A50/A46/M1 and distanced from
public transport could put the figure higher still. A survey of car use in the recent developments west of Anstey would inform assessment of HA43, as the lack of use and abandonment of the
temporary bus service to these new houses indicates it could be higher than 90%.

« The Sustainable Transport Study Fig7 shows that Anstey is not connected by frequent public transport to anywhere other than Leicester City Centre. Travel to other parts of the borough,
adjacent boroughs or any other employment centres in Leicester will inevitably be by car as there are few radial routes within or around Leicester. (Fig 5: Census 2011 Origin Destination Journeys
to Work).
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