Charnwood News
Charnwood Borough Council’s Residents’ Magazine

Summer 2014

Charnwood Museum no
longer a ‘hidden’ gem
Museum wins national praise as a top visitor
attraction. Find out more inside.
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➜ Report a dog
fouling oﬀender
➜ How we’re
tackling antisocial behaviour
➜ Did you know
you can do
more online?
➜ Focus on
Shepshed &
Thurcaston
and Cropston
➜ A new
skatepark in
Loughborough
Win 6 months Health
& Fitness membership
at the Radmoor Centre amongst
other prizes! See inside for
more details.

Welcome
Charnwood News is Charnwood Borough Council’s residents’ magazine. It is sent to every
household in the Borough and is designed to keep residents updated on Council services and
local events.
The editorial content is provided by the Council’s Communications Team and the magazine is
produced at zero cost to taxpayers.
The cost of the magazine is met through the sale of advertising. Sales, design, production and
distribution are provided by CIS Group Ltd. To advertise or for more information, contact:
Telephone: 01253 885777 • Email: contact@cispress.com • www.cispress.com

Dear Resident,
Welcome to the Summer edition of your residents’
magazine. I’ve been looking back over the last few months
with a great deal of pride at just how much Charnwood is
changing and growing for the better.
It’s easy to contact us and we’d love to
hear from you!
Charnwood Borough Council
Southfield Road,
Loughborough,
Leicestershire,
LE11 2TR
Tel: 01509 263151
www.charnwood.gov.uk
email: information@charnwood.gov.uk

@CharnwoodBC

Like us on Facebook:
facebook.com/yourcharnwood

One of the Council’s key commitments is to help and
support our Borough to grow and become more prosperous.
Firstly, we have invested £100,000 in a Superfast Broadband
project to support local businesses and enhance broadband services
for residents in some of the borough’s more remote communities.
In Loughborough, the town centre is undergoing a major facelift with work on Leicestershire
County Council’s Inner Relief Road fast approaching completion.
When finished, the town centre will be pedestrianised, creating the ideal conditions for the
town to continue to grow and attract new investment.
As a borough council, we’ve invested £500,000 in the Loughborough Science and Enterprise
Park at Loughborough University - a major development that will bring thousands of high-tech
jobs to our borough.

This information is available in different
formats and languages on request. Please
contact the Communications Team for
details on 01509 634603.

We have also invested £140,000 in improving our markets with new infrastructure and stalls to
enhance our bustling, busy and successful retail markets as well as supporting a range of
activities in partnership with the Loughborough Business Improvement District.

Charnwood Borough Council does not
accept responsibility for or endorse any
products or services offered by
advertisers. All information correct at time
of printing.

We’ve also tried to make parking in Loughborough more inviting by introducing pay-on-exit
parking in the Granby Street car park to make parking penalties for overstaying a thing of the
past.

When you have finished with
this magazine please recycle it.
Printed on environmentally friendly paper
from renewable sources.

And finally, work will soon begin on the creation of a new leisure complex on Baxtergate in
Loughborough to create family restaurants, a multi-screen cinema and cafes.
Working with partners and investing in long-term projects, I believe we are helping fuel an
exciting time of positive change in Loughborough and Charnwood.

Councillor David Slater

Leader of Charnwood Borough Council
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Councillor Jane Hunt, Charnwood Borough Council’s Cabinet
member for Regulatory Services, said: “The scheme will be
similar to the Food Hygiene Rating Scheme, with businesses
rated from one to four. Our officers will work with all
registered tattooists joining the scheme to try and ensure all
businesses achieve a rating of at least two - satisfactory.”
There are 17 registered tattoo businesses in the Borough
which will be visited by Environmental Health Officers
throughout July. They will be asked if they would like to
join the scheme.
The ratings start at one (needs improvement) to the highest
level of four (very good). Tattoo businesses which score one
will be inspected every six months to help improve, while
those with a rating of two or more will be inspected every
two or three years. Similar schemes operate in County Durham
and Wales but nowhere else in Britain.
Anyone looking to get a tattoo should:
• Only use a registered tattooist - a full list of Charnwood’s
registered tattoo businesses is available via:

Charnwood Borough Council will become the first local
authority in the Midlands to introduce a hygiene rating scheme
for tattoo businesses.
The Council is launching a voluntary Tattoo Hygiene Rating
Scheme to help improve hygiene standards at businesses.
The scheme will not only drive up standards, but will help
people make informed choices before getting a tattoo.
Registered tattoo businesses across the Borough are being
invited to sign up to the scheme after a consultation found
that 75% of business said they would like to be involved.

www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/charnwood_registered_tattooists
• Ask if the business is a member of the Tattoo Hygiene
Rating Scheme
• Report un-registered tattooists to the Environmental
Health team.
• Report any tattoo business if you are concerned about
hygiene standards.
For more information or to report an unregistered or
unhygienic business contact Environmental Health,
env.health@charnwood.gov.uk or call 01509 634636

Left: Lead Environmental
Health Officer Stuart
Adkins, Mark Chapman
and Cllr Jane Hunt,
Cabinet Member for
Housing and Regulatory
Services
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What does
your muck
say about you?

A crackdown on environmental offences, including dog fouling
and litter, has been launched to help make the borough’s streets
and parks even cleaner for residents.

Council street wardens can issue fixed penalty notices to people
who are caught committing an environmental crime whether it be
failing to clear up after a dog or dropping a cigarette end.

The Council’s annual, award-winning Don’t Muck Around campaign
kicked off in July and will last until the start of October and
features a new film to help spread the word about
environmental offences.

The 2013 campaign, which was crowned the best local
government campaign in the UK at the LGC Awards, helped cut
dog fouling by 32% in a record nine areas across the borough and
litter by 37% in three hotspots.

Watch our short film here:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=4X17thJcn7E

A total of 35 fixed penalty notices were issued to offenders for a
range of environmental offences.

It aims to raise awareness of the £80 fines which can be dished out
to dog fouling and litter offenders and that fly-tipping can result
in a jail sentence in the most extreme cases.

Report an offender by calling us on 01509 634654 or
email: cleaner.greener@charnwood.gov.uk.
Visit www.charnwood.gov.uk/dontmuckaround
for more information.

Councillor Jane Hunt, Cabinet Member for Regulatory Services,
said: “Although we tackle environmental crime all year round, the
campaign allows us to focus our efforts and resources for three
months to really hammer home the message that we won’t
tolerate offenders in Charnwood.”

The way we register to
vote has now changed
The way Charnwood residents register to vote has changed as
part of the biggest electoral shake-up in more than 100 years.
From June 10, Individual Electoral Registration now means each
member of a household has to register to vote. Previously, one
person was able to register everyone in their household.
For the first time, people can register online by providing a
National Insurance number and date of birth which is designed
to make the electoral register more secure.

Watch out for letters in the coming
weeks which will tell you what to
do next.
For more information about
Individual Electoral Registration
please visit:
www.charnwood.gov.uk/yourvotematters,
email: electoral.services@charnwood.gov.uk
or call us on (01509) 263151.

Most people, who are already registered, won’t have to do
anything but the change may affect around 21,000 Charnwood
residents who will need to take action to join the new
electoral register.

www.charnwood.gov.uk

5

No longer a
‘hidden’ gem
Above: Museum assistants Eve Wiltshire
and Carol Woodland, Head of Leisure
and Culture Sylvia Wright and Museum
Manager Cassie Costelow
Charnwood Museum in Loughborough
has been lapping up national recognition
for being one of the country’s leading, free
family attractions.
Just weeks after winning a Certificate of
Excellence from TripAdvisor, visitors
nominated the Queen’s Park venue for the
2014 Telegraph Family Friendly Museum
Award. The long-listing for the awards was
announced in the Sunday Telegraph.
Cassie Costelow, Museum Manager, said:
“We are very proud to have been long
listed for this award that includes some

very large museums, including London’s
Science Museum!
"A massive thank you goes out to all those
who submitted a nomination, it shows we
are delivering a high quality service and
we have our fingers crossed for the short
list!”
Councillor
Stephen
Hampson,
Charnwood Borough Council’s Cabinet
member for Leisure and Culture, said:
“2014 is already proving to be a very
special year for the museum, it recently
received a TripAdvisor Certificate of
Excellence and will play a very important
role in helping the town to celebrate the
history of Ladybird Books.
“The Council is committed to ensuring
Charnwood is a place to celebrate and

enjoy, whether you’re a resident or a
visitor, so we will continue to work with
Leicestershire County Council to offer a
great family-friendly experience.”
Children and parents were invited to
nominate the museum for the award
anonymously.
For more information on Charnwood
Museum visit:
www.charnwood.gov.uk/charnwood_
museum
call: 01509 233 754
email: museum@charnwood.gov.uk or
take a visit.
See page 34 for a list of upcoming
events being held at the museum over
the coming weeks.

Aﬀected by anti-social behaviour?
Tell us about it
Fridge magnet ‘contact cards’ are being delivered to residents in an
initiative to tackle anti-social behaviour in Charnwood.

the numbers if you are experiencing anti-social behaviour and we’ll
do everything we can to help.”

Charnwood Borough Council has produced the colourful magnets
which contain important contact numbers for the Council’s antisocial behaviour team, Leicestershire Police and Loughborough
University security team.

The contact card is about the size of a business card which makes it
perfect for residents to have as a permanent reminder on fridge
doors.

Residents are being advised:
The magnets are being distributed in areas where there have been
concerns that nuisance behaviour is harming the quality of life for
local residents who do not know who they should call about it.
Councillor David Snartt, Chairman of the Charnwood
Community Safety Partnership, said: “Residents
have told us that they don’t always know who
to contact or how when they experience
nuisance behaviour so we have produced a
colourful contact card to help.
“The safety and security of
communities is our key priority
and we’re here to help. Don’t
suffer in silence, call any one of
6
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• If there’s a crime in progress - call Leicestershire Police on 101 or 999;
• If your complaint of anti-social behaviour involves a student contact Loughborough University security on 01509 222141;
• For all other complaints of anti-social behaviour - call Charnwood
Borough Council on 01509 634533

Left: Mark Burbidge (anti-social
behaviour officer), Sally Penney
(Community Safety Officer) and
Cllr David Snartt, Chairman of
the Charnwood Community
Safety Partnership, show off the
new 'calling card' fridge magnets.

Panel power
keeps Council improving
Holding the Council to account and improving its services
are a critical role of the council’s scrutiny function.
Made up of councilors from all political backgrounds,
scrutiny bodies look at how the services provided by the
Council and its partners can be improved for residents.
When scrutiny bodies finish their work they make
recommendations to the Council’s Cabinet. Here is a
roundup of some of the latest scrutiny work.

➜ A panel is currently investigating how
effective the Council’s arrangements for
providing car parking are. In addition to Council
officers, the Car Parking Panel has heard evidence
from town centre businesses, parish and town
councils, environmental groups and car park
users.
Councillors have also been visiting car parks and
carrying out surveys to gather the views of car
park users. Around 200 responses have been
received.
➜ The Flooding Panel has now completed its work. It was
established to consider what preparations are in place to deal
with the next incident of serious flooding in the Borough.
The panel interviewed witnesses from the Council and its
partners who are responsible for responding to incidents of
flooding, local residents and parish and town councils.

➜ A longer-term piece of scrutiny work is looking at the Council’s
partnerships with other agencies. As a result of this work a locallybased forum, facilitated by the Borough Council, has been set up
so relevant organisations can share problems and good practice,
improve communication and identify solutions in relation to
mental health issues and their impacts in Charnwood.

10
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The panel’s recommendations dealt with promoting the local
flood wardens network, communicating more effectively
with the public during flooding incidents and making
improvements to road signage during flooding incidents. The
panel’s recommendations were agreed by the Cabinet. The
success of implementing them will be reviewed in December.

More information on any of the scrutiny
panels can be found on the Council’s website at:
www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/scrutiny_panels

Save Time,
do more online!
Did you know Charnwood Borough Council has revamped its
website to offer residents more options to do things online without having to call up, come in or put pen to paper?
The Council has been working hard to make it easier
for people to find what they need, report things
like missed bins, book places on our sports
activities and to even apply for benefits and
manage their council tax account all on
www.charnwood.gov.uk.
Nearly 500 residents have already
signed up to manage their council tax
and benefits accounts online which
allows people to make an online claim,
report a change of circumstances as
well as being able to upload supporting
documents when making a claim.
Since last July, 40% of all new benefit
applications are now being made online.

transformation of the reception at the Loughborough HQ.
If people can’t access a computer at home, the council has a new
bank of self-service computers which allow people to do
lots of things online without having to fill in any paper
applications.
The friendly customer services team is also
on hand to help ‘train’ people on the selfservice computers so they can know
what to do the next time they visit.
The council also has a floorwalker to
help reduce waiting times at the
Council’s main offices.
Visit www.charnwood.gov.uk and have
a look at the new website. People are
being encouraged to comment and
suggest ways the website can be further
improved. Email your comments to
communications@charnwood.gov.uk

The website is part of a sweeping range of improvements
to customer service at the Council which has also seen the

There’s another way to apply
for beneﬁts and pay your
Council Tax

www.charnwood.gov.uk
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Help shape your village Thurcaston and Cropston
Thurcaston and Cropston Parish
Council has started consulting local
people on its Neighbourhood
Development Plan (NDP).

will be put forward into a formal plan
which can then be submitted for
examination by local and central
government.

Neighbourhood Development Plans,
introduced by the Localism Act 2011,
give local people more powers to
control how their communities grow.

The time frame for NDP
development is approximately two
years. Only after successfully passing
that
examination
will
the
Neighbourhood Plan result in a
statutory plan for the community. In
this way residents will be able to
shape developments and give
protection to both villages.

In early 2014, Thurcaston and
Cropston Parish Council formed a
village planning group made up of
Parish Council members and co-opted
volunteers from the two villages.
The group’s role is to co-ordinate the
way the Parish Council gathers,
analyses and unifies views from
residents.
For this to be successful, the Parish
Council needs as many members as
possible from the two villages to
actively contribute their ideas and
experience through meetings and
questionnaires, the results of which

The development of the NDP will
give an opportunity for villagers to
identify what characteristics of the
villages they would like to retain
and what developments they might
like to see to satisfy future needs.

THURCASTON & CROPST
ON
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

This is Your Opportunity to He
lp
Plan the Future Vision for How
Our Two Villages Will Develop
Over The Next 15-20 Years.

We want you to be involved in
helping support
the development of the Thurca
ston & Cropston
Neighbourhood Plan. To find out
more information.
Please contact
Marianne Lane, Thurscaston &
Cropston Parish Council,
Memorial Hall, Anstey Lane, Thu
rcaston,
Leicester LE7 7JA

Tel: 0116 236 7626 • tncparish@

The working party meets monthly
and more volunteers are needed.
Please contact Marianne Lane for
more information on 0116 2367626 or
email: tncparish@btconnect.com

btconnect.com

http://thurcastonandcropston

.leicestershireparishcouncils.org

Focus on Shepshed - Enjoy hits from
the shows at charity event
Shepshed High School will become a living, breathing
jukebox when it hosts a brilliant musical extravaganza
on September 19 and 20.
The Showtime Singers return to the Forest Street venue
in Shepshed to bring “More Hits From the Jukebox!”
As well as your favourite singers, there will be the
added bonus of the inimitable Loughborough Concert
Band, conducted by Dave Coble, joining with the
entertainment throughout the evening.
The musical delights will feature much-loved hits and
musicals from the era of the 50s and 60s.
Tickets are £6 each and available from Suzanne
Buckeridge telephone 07754 799639, St Botolph’s
Church Parish Office, Shepshed 01509 502255, or the
Shepshed Volunteer Centre, 9 Charnwood Road,
Shepshed 01509 508040.
Light refreshments and a bar will be available. Proceeds
from both evenings will be donated to the Shepshed
Volunteer Centre.
14
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Ashby Ward
Councillors and the
Council joined forces with the
community and young people in the Ashby
Ward of Loughborough to create a brand
new skatepark.
Ward councillors Dr. Julie Bradshaw MBE
and Mary Draycott MBE have been
campaigning since 2012 for a
skatepark to be placed on the
ward.
They began working with the
community after receiving
complaints about young people
using scooters and skateboards around
shops while at the same time, young
people complained they had nowhere to
go to practice.
Now, after a lot of hard work, the young
people and residents have been able to
shape a permanent skatepark in Shortcliffe
Park which should be built later this year.

They were treated to a taste of what is to
come when a ‘pop-up’ skatepark was
temporarily installed at the site in May
which also gave the Council and
councillors the chance to gather more
views on a permanent facility.
Cllr Bradshaw said: “The organisers
confirmed that Shortcliffe Park was
the most successful pop up
event that they had run
and
clearly
demonstrates the need
for the skatepark there.
Further funding will enable
the whole project to be built
in one go although current finances allow
for it to be done in two phases. Exciting
times!”
So far, £48,000 has been secured to build
the new facility from a combination of cash
from Loughborough University (£15k) and
Section 106 money (£33K).

Sidings Fayre
25 Aug, 10.00am-3pm
Sidings Park, Loughborough
Age-old traditions of stocks, sponges,
penny miles, face painting, fun
and games.

Syston Town Carnival
30th Aug, 12.00pm
Central Park Syston
Stalls, Small arena events, entertainment,
small fairground rides - Fun for all the
family.
Tel: 0116 2609296
Cancer Charity Hog Roast
Family Fun Day
30th Aug, 11.00am
Glenmore Community Centre, Shepshed
Hog roast, stalls, music,
bouncy castles, aution etc.
Charity Whist Drive
4th Sept, 7.30pm
Rothley Community Centre
Annual Village Fete
13th Sept, 11.00am
Thrussington Village Hall,
Tel: 01664 424540
Hoton Harvest Show
14th Sept, 12.00pm
Tombola, bric-brac, books, cake & plants
for sale, produce competions and
refreshements
More Hits from the 50s & 60s
19th & 20th Sept
Shepshed High School
The Showtime Singers and Loughborough
Concert Band to perform.Bar available,
tickets £6
(to include light refreshments).
Tel: 07754 799639
Loughborough Harvest Festival
26th Sept, 10.00am
Loughborough Market Place
The Big Harvest Festival, filled with music
and dance. Which will run alongside the
Vintage Market, trading until 4.00pm.
Tel: 01509 634624
Remembrance Sunday
November 9
A procession will leave John Storer House
at 10.35am and head to the Carillon.
Remembrance service starts at 11am.

www.charnwood.gov.uk
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Before...

Loughborough residents have worked together to help reduce antisocial behaviour and transform an unusable plot of land into a
community space.
The small area of land at the end of Cambridge Street, known as
the Corner Garden, is now a safe area for children to play and
residents to sit and enjoy their surroundings thanks to support
from Charnwood Borough Council, Quadron Services and the
Loughborough Rotary Club.
Residents worked together to design the new space, which has
seen the hill flattened and reseeded, a fence built and a new
home found for four benches that were once sited in
Loughborough’s Market Place.

Plans are also in place to
see the area used for special
events. The inaugural event will be
on Sunday, September 14, 2014 from 12pm to 2pm.
The celebration event, open to everyone, will see
residents from the surrounding areas join together to celebrate and
thank everyone who has worked with them to create the
new space.
The Corner Garden Community Group would like to thank
Loughborough Rotary Club, Charnwood Borough Council, Quadron
Services, Roberts and Lyons Fencing Contractors, T. Stone Builders
and TBD Morris Skip Hire for supporting the project to create a
valuable public amenity.

Meet Rina Roy - representing
Charnwood at the UK Youth Parliament
Meet Rina Roy, one of the
busiest teenagers in
Charnwood. Elected by
over 1,000 young people
in Leicestershire, she
became a Member of
the UK Youth Parliament
in February 2014.
Rina was born in Bangladesh,
moving to England nine years
ago. She said: “When I arrived here, I
couldn’t speak English. Growing up I
wanted to highlight the views of young
16
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people and joining the Student
Councils at Limehurst Academy
and Charnwood College
taught me that giving young
people a voice can influence
decision makers for positive
change.”
Charnwood Youth Council
welcomed Rina as a member and
together they will be delivering an
innovative programme of events including
Cardboard City and Big Monster Ball to
consult young people with housing issues

and disabilities. Youth Councillors are also
keen to make links with the Borough’s
centenarians as part of the WW1
commemorations.
As a Member of Youth Parliament Rina is
championing issues including youth
unemployment and education.
Her campaigning skills will receive a boost
this summer when she will get the
opportunity to work shadow Charnwood
Borough Council’s Leader, Cllr David Slater.

Sport & leisure roundup
Fun playtime to get your little
ones on the move
Looking for an active start for your
little ones? Charnwood Borough
Council’s Sport and Active
Recreation team provides a very
popular 0-4 years play and
movement session for £1 per
child and 50p for siblings.
We provide a range of age
appropriate toys to stimulate your
child’s development along with half an
hour of very lively singing, dancing and fun.

Get in the saddle for community bike rides
The summer is almost over but the
Council will continue offering
community bike rides.
The Sky Ride Local rides in
Charnwood are running until
the end of August, but rides
will continue through to the
end of the year.
Details of all rides will be
available on:
www.goskyride.com/leicestershire

Best foot forward for Guided Walks
The Council and its leisure centres partner, Fusion
Lifestyle, are offering guided walks throughout 2014.
No matter what your age or ability, we will have a
specially tailored walk just for you in and around the
Borough.
Not only will you get to soak up some of the most
beautiful countryside in the nation but you will also
make new friends and get fitter!
And in the Autumn, we’re offering lunch-time walks
for workers in Loughborough, a coach trip walk
around Market Bosworth, a steam train trip and walk
on the Great Central Heritage Railway, and much
more.
To find out more and book a place visit:
www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/walkingforhealth
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Free over 16s cycling courses
Did you miss the opportunity to learn how
to ride a bike or are you returning to cycling
after a bit of a lay off? Or are your children
pestering you to join them on bike rides?
If so, then, our free cycle training courses for over 16s
in Loughborough and Watermead Park are for you ! You’ll get lots
of friendly training and support over the five-week course.
The initiative is supported by Leicestershire County Council’s
Choose How You Move initiative.
Visit www.choosehowyoumove.co.uk for details, to book a place
or to find out more cycle routes, rides and events across
the county.

You’re never too old to try a new sport
The Council is running a series of activities as part of the British
Heart Foundation’s Active Ageing Week between September 2029, 2014.
Celebrating the British Heart Foundation’s concept of Active
Ageing, Charnwood Borough Council will be running a series of
activities for older people, including walks, bike
rides, geocaching and much more.
To find out more visit:
www.lrsport.org/activeageing

Are you ﬁt for business?
The Fit 4 Business Challenge is being delivered by Charnwood
Borough Council’s Active Travel Development Officer providing
free support to workplaces and the community to encourage
changing some journeys from the car to bicycle or on foot.
The evidence is strong that promoting activity in the workplace
can produce a range of business benefits by reducing sickness
absence rates; raising staff morale and generating a more alert and
energetic workforce.

providing information on local routes, rides and walks alongside
free health checks and a Dr Bike health check service; workplace
bike rides and walks; free training for staff to become cycle and
walk leaders and much more.
The Fit 4 Business Challenge is one project within the Choose How
You Move - Smarter Travel for Business project which includes
grants for initiatives promoting sustainable travel, discounts on
public transport through the Business Travel Network and
much more.

The Fit 4 Business Challenge can help encourage you and
colleagues to get out cycling and walking through: staff events

For more information on the Fit 4 Business Challenge and other
sustainable travel offers, please contact Mat Richardson, Active
Travel Development Officer, Charnwood Borough Council.
Matthew.richardson@charnwood.gov.uk 07753 309 559

Workplace Challenge Champion Training

Sports for all guaranteed by Charnwood

Charnwood Borough Council’s partners, Leicestershire & Rutland
Sport, are working with the British Heart Foundation to offer
training to local staff through its workplace challenge initiative.
The training focuses on improving the health and wellbeing of
employees throughout the county.

The Sport and Recreation team at Charnwood Borough Council
will be working with Leicestershire and Rutland Inclusive Sports
Association (LARISA) on a new and exciting opportunity starting
this September with some weekly inclusive sports sessions.

The full-day course, or 90-minute workshop, will train a staff
member to a workplace champion to help support colleagues to
realise the benefits of a healthy and active workforce.
For more information visit
www.workplacechallenge.org.uk/champion-training
There is no need to book, just pop along to:

Multi-sports sessions, specifically designed
for children with a disability, will consist
of a wide variety of adapted sports and
games with the main focus on having
fun and trying new things in a
friendly environment.
For more details please contact
Jo Grant 01509 632535 or email
jo.grant@charnwood.gov.uk

• St Botolph’s Church Hall, Shepshed, every Tuesday 10-11am,
• Soar Valley Leisure Centre, Mountsorrel, every Thursday
10-11am
• Elizabeth Park Sports Centre, Thurmaston, every Friday 10-11am.
All sessions begin week commencing Monday 1st September 2014
or further details contact Sue or Roy 01509 634673.
www.charnwood.gov.uk
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Nominations open for
Charnwood Sports Awards
Do you know an unsung local sporting hero who deserves
recognition for their amazing achievement?
Then get your nominations in for the sixth annual Charnwood
Sports Awards which aim to celebrate the success of the people
who make a difference in sport and physical activity in Charnwood.
Charnwood Borough Council organises and runs the event which
last year saw an astonishing number of great athletes, coaches,
volunteers and projects - but this year we want to see even more!
This year’s glittering awards ceremony will take place on Monday,
December 1, 2014, at Holywell Park, Loughborough University. The
deadline for nominations is 5pm on Friday, September 19, 2014.
Nominations are now open so get yours in if you know someone
who has excelled in all areas, gone above and beyond for their
sport and shows exceptional dedication.

The categories this year include:
• Junior Sportsperson of the Year
• Junior Volunteer of the Year
• Junior Disabled Sportsperson
of the Year
• Junior Team of the Year
• Senior Sportsperson of the Year
• Senior Volunteer of the Year
• Senior Disabled Sportsperson of the Year
• Senior Team of the Year
• Coach of the Year
• Club of the Year
• Outstanding Contribution to School Sport
• Outstanding Contribution to Physical Activity and Sport
• Best Community Sport & or Physical Activity Project

Please visit www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/sportsawards to fill out the online nomination form. Hard copies of the nomination
form are also available. To receive a hard copy, please enquire on the contact details below.
If you require more information about the awards, or any other related enquiries, please get in touch with Kathryn Leslie or Will
Blanche on 01509 634966 or Kathryn.Leslie@charnwood.gov.uk / Will.Blanche@charnwood.gov.uk.
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Planning They work for you!
Charnwood Borough Council’s 550 staff deliver more than 100
services to the Borough’s 171,000 residents.
You may know that the Council’s planning department deals
with more than 1,500 planning applications each year. But did
you know the team also helps protect wildlife and preserve
sites of historical interest?

Meet Françoise Scire, Charnwood Borough
Council’s very own wildlife and nature expert.
Françoise is the Council’s Senior Ecologist whose role
is to provide advice to local communities, developers
and wildlife groups on planning applications to ensure
that wildlife and biodiversity are protected from
developments.
She goes through planning applications with a fine tooth comb to
make sure applicants have carried out thorough surveys so their
plans do not harm animals or their homes.
If she does spot something which could damage the biodiversity
of Charnwood, she will work with applicants on finding a solution.
Protected species such as bats, great crested newts and badgers
are all well known to influence planning decisions, but many more
mammals, reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates and plants are
protected under various wildlife acts. Many species have also been
identified as being important for biodiversity for which the
planning authority has a legal duty.
Planning applications may equally affect ecological and geological
sites of importance, such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest and
Local Wildlife Sites, and habitats of importance for biodiversity,
like ancient woodland, field ponds and important hedgerows.
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Françoise also plays a vital role in drawing up plans, policies and
biodiversity surveys and has worked hard on ensuring ecology and
biodiversity issues are thoroughly addressed in the Council’s
proposed Core Strategy which outlines how the Borough may grow
over the next 15 years.
Charnwood’s wildlife has a real champion at the heart of the
Council! As well as protecting wildlife, the Council also
keeps a keen eye on developments which could affect sites
of historical interest.
Recently eagle-eyed planning officer Mike Smith, helped to
save a medieval well from being lost forever beneath a
detached house.
Mike was investigating an application for a three-bed house in
Britannia Street, Shepshed, when an old planning history document
revealed the site may be of historic interest.
Mike contacted the developer who
worked with the University of
Leicester’s Archaeological Service to
investigate the site and they
unearthed a medieval well and floor.
Councillor Eric Vardy, the Council’s
Cabinet Member for Planning, said: “Mike’s
attention to detail and thorough approach mean we
have been able to preserve a site of archaeological significance for
the Borough. “This was top work by our team and I’m really pleased
that they have received recognition for a job well done.”
The site used to be home to a medieval hall which was demolished
in the 1970s and in recent years had become overgrown
and unused.

www.charnwood.gov.uk
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Guided Walks

29th July -17th Aug - Pack up your old
Kit Bag: Collect all the contents of your kit bag

Sat 20th Sep - Industrial History Guided
Walk, meet at the museum at 2pm

- can you find everything?

Delve into Loughborough’s industrial past £3.50 per person, children under 16 free.

19th Aug -7th Sep - Planes, Trains and
Automobiles: Find the different methods of
transport and who uses them

Walking is great fun. For information about
other council organised Guided Walks
throughout the borough visit:
www.happeningincharnwood.co.uk

seaside activities.

Exhibitions

School Holiday Activities

Special Events

5th July - 31st Aug - Works in Progress Leicester’s West End Arts Exhibition:

Join in the fun at Charnwood Museum every
school holiday with children’s art & craft
workshops. Suitable for children 3-12 and they
must be accompanied by an adult. Book places
on 01509 233754 or in person at Charnwood
Museum. All workshops run 10.15-11.15am and
11.45-12.45pm and cost £2.50 per child.

19th Aug (11am-4pm) - Fun and Games
Day: Come and try out a selection of

These works did not begin with fixed ideas.
Paintings overlaid with a print, or vice-versa, a
painting or print is drawn on, or has collage
from other work or tissue added. Ink is mixed
with acrylic, charcoal, pastel or wax crayon.

12th July - Sun 22nd Nov Loughborough and the First World War:
Covering themes such as ‘Life on the Home
Front’ and ‘Remembrance’, this exhibition will
also explore Loughborough’s personal WW1
stories and will cover the fateful Zeppelin raid
of 1916 as well as the technical college’s
connections with munitions.

Friends of Charnwood
Museum Talks
Our illustrated talks cover a wide variety of
interesting topics so come along, relax with a
cuppa and learn something new! Booking is
essential. Queen’s Park Café, 7.30pm. £3 per
person (non-members), £1 per person
(members). Please use the evening entrance on
Granby Street.

19th Aug - Insect Art: Create bugs using
your fingerprints.

21st Aug - Spirally Snakes: Create your own
slithering snake to take away with you

27th Aug - Marvellous Modelling: Join us
for some junk modelling

29th Aug - Egg Box Helicopters: Have a go
at creating helicopters and other transport

3rd Aug - 6th Aug - ‘Oh I do like to be
beside the seaside…’: Come join in with our

traditional games from throughout history and
from all around the world with some of the
Friends of Charnwood Museum.

22nd Oct - Animal Handling sessions
with ‘Animals in Hands’:Interact with a wide
range of exotic and domestic animals here at
Charnwood Museum. Get hands on with
creatures such as Cockroaches, Tarantulas,
Snakes, Frogs and Barn Owls! All sessions are 45
minutes long and cost £3.50 per person. Must
be booked in advance to avoid disappointment!

The Libraries Summer
Reading Challenge
Places are limited for the following 2 events so
please book by calling 01509 233754

Gallery Trails, Quizzes, Activities
and Games
FREE gallery quizzes and games - a fun way for
families to investigate Charnwood Museum!
Suitable for 3+ years.

1st-4th Oct: My Boy Jack A
play presented by The
Festival Players

A selection of the Town Hall programme is provided below.
For more information and a full programme of events please
visit www.loughboroughtownhall.co.uk
9th-13th Sept: Oliver A classic musical for
all the family presented by LAOS
17th Sept: Al Murray The Pub Landlord:
One Man, One Guvnor

14th-18th Oct: Acorn Antiques A musical presented by
Greasepaint Productions
19th Oct: Swan Lake Ballet presented by The Russian State
Ballet and Opera House
21st Oct: A Doll’s House Play presented by UK Touring Theatre
22nd Oct: Jimeoin - Is it…?! Hilarious world-class stand-up
30th Oct: Richard Herring - Lord of the Dance Settee

Markets
Don’t miss our newly refurbished market, come along and grab
great bargains on Thursdays and Saturdays, or join us on Friday
for the Vintage and Craft Market. Contact 01509 634624 or visit
www.charnwood.gov.uk/markets for details about special or
seasonal markets Loughborough
Wednesday, September 10 - Farmers’ Market - Loughborough
Market Place
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Friday, September 26 - Harvest Festival Market - Loughborough
Market Place
Wednesday, October 8 - Farmers’ Market - Loughborough
Market Place
Wednesday 12 to Saturday 15 November - Loughborough’s
Annual Street Fair

