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Introduction 
 

The Charnwood Grants - Community Facilities scheme provides support to Town and 
Parish Councils and properly constituted community organisations to invest in 
projects of community benefit and which would not go ahead without such financial 
assistance. 
 
As the funding comes from the public purse, the money must be spent for the benefit 
of the public in general and therefore must cater for people from all walks of life.   
 
The Council’s Aims 
 
The Council has identified the following aims in its Corporate Plan to ensure the 
Borough is attractive to established and new residents as a place of choice to live, 
work and visit through being prosperous, progressive and innovative whilst preserving 
the diverse and unique identity of its communities, landscape, heritage and built 
environment.  Applications should help the Council fulfil at least one of these aims: 

 Our place to feel safe and secure - We will provide services that develop 
communities and neighbourhoods so that everyone feels safe, valued and 
secure.  

 Our place to grow and prosper - We will ensure that Charnwood continues 
to be a prosperous and thriving borough which embraces innovation and 
enterprise, whilst providing a wide range of employment opportunities across 
the Borough.  

 Our place to protect for future generations - We will protect our natural 
resources to provide a borough which is clean and tidy and has a variety of 
green, open spaces for the benefit of all our residents.  

 Our place to celebrate and enjoy - We will create opportunities for 
communities to live healthy, active and fulfilling lives.  

 Our place to belong - We will support residents to influence, contribute and 
take part in their communities. 

This guidance includes: 
 
1. Types of schemes for which funding is available   
2. How to submit an application      
3. When to apply        
4. Assessment criteria       
5. Processing applications and conditions of funding  
6. Support and other sources of funding     
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1. Types of schemes for which funding is available  
 

This scheme supports: 
 

a. The renovation, improvement and provision of community buildings, 
including fitting out and provision of facilities for people with disabilities, 
(but not routine maintenance) – this includes community centres, village 
halls and other community buildings that are a focus for their 
communities and which house a range of activities and services to meet 
those communities’ needs.  

 
b. Support with the commissioning of feasibility studies as part of the 

development plan to undertake substantial refurbishment or propose new 
build community facility (see separate guidance note). 

 
 

c. Small scale environmental improvement schemes, for instance: 
1. Creation or improvement of public open spaces.  
2. Creation of outdoor public art works.  
3. Native tree and shrub planting. 
4. Field /village pond creation or renovation.  
5. Small woodland management. 
6. Pollarding of trees.  
7. Hedge planting. 
8. Renovation of drystone walls.  
9. Ornamental planting.  
10. Hedge laying. 
11. Landscaped surrounds of war memorial. 

For community buildings and small scale environmental improvement schemes 
Community Facilities grant scheme funding is subject to an upper limit of £20,000 
and to a maximum of 50% of the cost of any one scheme. 
 
Feasibility studies grant funding is subject to an upper limit of £5,000 and to a 
maximum of 50% of the cost of the study – please see separate guidance notes 
and application form. 
 
In all cases grant amounts are dependent on the resources available for distribution. 
 
In addition, in order to be eligible for a grant the project must: 
 

1. be delivered within the Borough of Charnwood. 
2. relate to a non-sports scheme – there is a separate Charnwood Grants fund 

for sports facilities grants. 
3. be delivered by a community organisation that is properly constituted and 

must not be exclusive, but should allow access to or use by the general 
public. There must be no restriction on membership by any organisation to 
which a grant is to be made. Membership must be open to the general 
public and not refused on grounds of gender, race, disability, sexual 
orientation, occupation, religious, political or other beliefs. 
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4. not relate to religious belief or party political activities.  Works to religious 
buildings are excluded except those which fulfil a substantially wider 
community role beyond the confines of religious practices. 

5. obtain the necessary planning permission and building controls required for 
the building works within the scheme.  

6. begin within twelve months of the Grant aid being approved. 
 
Although all applications will be considered on their merits, there can be no assumption 
that the Borough Council will be able to replace time-limited funding from the National 
Lottery or other schemes. 
 

2.  How to submit an application 
 

If you feel that your group or organisation fulfils the preconditions above, and the 
assessment criteria as set out in section 5, you should e-mail your application and 
supporting information to grants@charnwood.gov.uk .  If this is not possible you can 
post it to us (see contact details on the first page of this guidance).  All relevant 
sections of the application form must be completed and you should include additional 
information which is required at the time of application. 
 
All applicants need to provide additional information, and some of this must be 
included with your application (see below).  If you do not submit all the 
essential information required by the application deadline we may not be able 
to consider your project for funding.  
 
These documents must be submitted with your application): 

 Two most recent bank statements 

 Three quotes for any equipment / services that will be purchased or hired to 
deliver this project 

 A completed sustainability checklist.  The checklist can be found at 
http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/commfacgrants  

 
if your project has reached the point where these are required, these must be 
submitted with your application): 

 Confirmation of Building Regulations approval and / or planning permission. 
 
This document must be submitted with your application if you applying for 
over £2,000): 

 Latest audited or independently examined accounts. 
 
This information must be submitted with your application if your project 
involves working with children and / or adults at risk: 

 Working with children / adults at risk safeguarding policy or policies 
 
We may ask you to provide extra information at a later stage, this may include 
the following documents: 

 Health and Safety Policy (if you employ five or more staff). 

 Equal Opportunities Policy (if you are not using the Council’s policy).   
 

  

mailto:grants@charnwood.gov.uk
http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/commfacgrants
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3.  When to apply 
 

All organisations wishing to apply for a Community Facilities Grant should submit 
their application as early as possible in the financial year.  Subject to sufficient 
resources being available, applications may be submitted later in the year.  The latest 
timetable for taking grant decisions (including applications deadlines) is shown on our 
website at http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/commfacgrants 
 
 

4. Assessment criteria  
 

When assessing your application the Council will consider the following factors: 
 
How does the project contribute to meeting the Council’s priorities? 
 

 How does the project benefit the residents of Charnwood?  

 How does the project contribute to the key priorities of the Borough Council’s 
Corporate Plan?  These can be viewed at 
www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/corporate plan  alternatively, please use the 
contact details on the front page of this guidance to obtain a copy. 

 
What is the financial need for grant funding? 
 

 What balances and reserves do you have available? 

 What proportion of the cost of the project is the Council being asked to fund? 
 
What is the quality of the application? 
 

 Have you prepared appropriate plans and drawings for the project? 

 Have you identified the total cost of the project and obtained other funding to 
enable the project to begin? 

 Have you identified a timetable for the project? 

 Have you identified how you will measure the success of the project? 
 
How much local support and volunteer input is there in the project? 
 

 Does your organisation encourage local participation? 

 How broadly-based in the community is your organisation and what local 
support does it have? 

 What contribution will volunteers make to the delivery of your project? 

 

  

http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/commfacgrants
http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/corporate_plan
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5. Processing applications and conditions of funding 
 

When a completed application is received it will be referred to relevant officers for 
assessment.  Councillor(s) whose ward(s) may benefit from your project may be 
consulted about your application.  Any comments made will be taken into account 
when the application is assessed. 
 

The Application and completed assessment will be referred to Cabinet.  Each 
application will be considered on its merits, and meeting the minimum criteria is not a 
guarantee that a grant will be made.  
 

Applicants will usually informed in writing of Cabinet’s decision 10 days after the 
relevant Cabinet meeting.  
 

Once written confirmation of an offer of grant aid has been received, work can begin 
on the scheme, provided all other consents and permissions have been secured (for 
instance, planning permissions or building control permits). Work should not begin prior 
to this approval. 
 

The Grant Approval letter/funding agreement will set out any specific conditions 
attached to a grant approval. The following conditions apply to all approved schemes: 
 

1. Any changes to the project or activity for which funding was originally 
granted require further approval from the Council. 

2. The Borough Council logo must be included on all publicity material relating 
to the project or activity.  To obtain an electronic or hard copy of the logo 
please contact the Communications Team on 01509 634989. 

3. Work should commence on the scheme within twelve months of being 
awarded the grant. 

 

If you do not comply with the conditions attached to a grant the Council may seek to 
reclaim some or all of the grant awarded. 
 

If the organisation is VAT registered, VAT is then reclaimable by the organisation.  The 
grant allocation will be based on a percentage of the NET cost of the project. 
 

If the organisation is not VAT registered, VAT is not reclaimable by the organisation.  
The grant allocation will be based on a percentage of the GROSS cost of the project. 
 

6. Support and other sources of funding 
 

The full range of Charnwood Grants can be viewed at   
http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/charnwoodgrants.   
 
It is our aim to help support you with finding the appropriate funding for your project - 
the web page above gives information about other potential sources of information.   
If you need any further guidance or advice, or if you are not sure whether your 
organisation or project is eligible for consideration, please feel free to call us on 01509 
634730 or e-mail grants@charnwood.gov.uk.   
 
 
 

http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/charnwoodgrants
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Data Protection 
For information about how and why we may process your personal data, your 
data protection rights or how to contact our data protection officer, please view 
our Privacy Notice 
https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/privacynotice 
 

https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/privacynotice

