
 

 

Decision under Delegated Powers 

To approve the amendment to the Parking Places Order to include the 

introduction of charges at the Outwoods and provisions for Electric 

Vehicles 

 

Officers Requesting Decision 

Head of Cleansing and Open Spaces 

Car Parks and Civil Enforcement Manager 

 

Officer Making the Decision 

Head of Regulatory Services 

 

Recommendation 

 To amend the Borough of Charnwood Off-Street Parking Places Order 2014 with 

effect from 31st March, 2017.  

 
a) To introduce the Outwoods Car Park as a new Parking Place and to set the 

parking charge for the Parking Place as £1.00 between the hours of 06:00 to 00:00 

 

c) To introduce provisions for Electric Vehicles at council car parks as set out in the 

background section of this decision. 

 

Reason 

 

To give effect to the request for the introduction of car parking charges at the 

Outwoods as per the decision of the Outwoods Management Committee, and to 

introduce arrangements to manage  electric vehicle charging points at the council car 

parks.   

 

Authority for Decision 

Part 2a: delegation to officers (section 8.3) of the Constitution contains authority to 

the Head of Regulatory Services to: 

 To provide, manage and maintain the Council’s off-street car parks and, in 

consultation with the Head of Paid Service, to manage staff car parking 
arrangements. (item 7 page 8-25) 

 To make amendments to Parking Place Orders, issue notices under section 

35C of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and collect car parking fees and 

issue fixed penalty notices in accordance with those Orders. (item 8 page 8-

25) 

 

Decision and Date    

         

 

 

 

 

Background 

The Outwoods 

The current Parking Places Order (2014) is to be amended to introduce the 
Outwoods car park as a new parking places in the order and to set a parking tariff 

of £1 between the hours of 6am and Midnight. 

angelase
Text Box
DD039  17/18



 

 

 

The Outwoods is an area of open space, provided for the benefit of the people of 

and visitors to Loughborough held in Trust by the Council.  The Outwoods 

Management Committee has responsibility for the effective overseeing of the area 

and in particular how the Outwoods are effectively managed to maximum benefit 

for the people of Loughborough.   

 

The parking scheme at the Outwoods is considered a sustainable means of 
supporting the ongoing management and enhancement of the site. The 

recommendation for the introduction of car parking charges was made to the 

Council by the Outwoods Management Committee. 

 

The Council have to balance the costs associated with managing it’s green spaces 
and under Section 55 of the Road Traffic Regulations (1984), any Local Authority's 

surplus generated from parking charges can (but not limited to) be allocated to 

cover the costs associated with environmental improvements and provision of 

outdoor recreational facilities available to the general public. 

 

A report was presented to the Council’s Cabinet on 17th November, 2016 
(attached) to consider a request from the Outwoods Management Committee for 

the introduction of car parking charges at the Outwoods, Loughborough. At the 

meeting Cabinet resolved: 

 

 that the introduction of car parking charges at the Outwoods as set out in 
Part B of the report of the Head of Cleansing and Open Spaces be approved, 

subject to undertaking relevant consultation in line with legislation and 

Council policy;  

 that delegated authority to implement any proposals following the 

consultation be given to the Head of Cleansing and Open Spaces and Head 

of Regulatory Services in consultation with the Lead Member for Cleansing 

and Open Spaces. 

 

Two objections were received within the formal Notification period for the PPO. A 
report has been prepared with comments on the objection responses and is 

attached to this report in Appendix A. 

 

Electric Vehicles 

The Council installed electric vehicle charge points at the Beehive Lane car park in 

2014. In the future, as the technology and infrastructure develops further electric 

vehicle charge points may be installed in other council car parks. The amendment to 

the Parking Places Order is required make provision for managing spaces and any 

future tariffs connected to the Electric Vehicle charge points at any of the Council 

managed car parks.. The amended PPO will allow enforcement action to be taken 

should non-electric vehicles park in bays marked as for ‘Electric Vehicles Only’.  

 

Financial Implications 

The Outwoods 

Introduction of charges at the Outwoods Park: 



 

 

The commencement of the project will require a limited revenue budget of £9,500 

within the current financial year (2016/17) for site preparation, signage and 

equipment costs.   

The annual budget cost to the Council to operate the car park at the Outwoods is 
£4,300. 

The estimated annual income from the parking charges is £20,000, which is included 

within the 2017-18 existing budgets. 

 

Electric vehicles 

Electric vehicles are currently using the Beehive car park for charging vehicles. The 

amendment to the Parking Places Order is to put in provision for enforcement and 

to include in any future tariff adjustments. There are no financial implications at the 

time of making the order.   

 

 

Risk Management 

 

No risks have been identified as arising from this decision.   
 

 

Key Decision:    No 

  

Background Papers: 

 

Appendix A:  Report on the objections received to the ‘Notice of intention to make 

  an order’, including Cabinet report 17 Nov 2016 

 



Report to the Head of Regulatory Services 
 

27th February 2017 
 
OBJECTIONS TO THE AMENDMENT TO THE PARKING PLACES TO INCLUDE 
THE INTRODUCTION OF CHARGES AT THE OUTWOODS:  
BOROUGH OF CHARNWOOD (OFF-STREET PARKING PLACES) ORDER 2014 
AMENDMENT ORDER NO. 1 2017 
 

Purpose of the Report 
 

 

To approve the introduction of charges at the Outwoods following statutory 
consultation. 

 
Background 
 

On 17th November, 2016 the Council’s Cabinet approved a request from the 
Outwoods Management Committee for the introduction of car parking charges at the 
Outwoods, Loughborough. At the meeting Cabinet resolved: 

 

 that the introduction of car parking charges at the Outwoods as set out in 
Part B of the report of the Head of Cleansing and Open Spaces be approved, 
subject to undertaking relevant consultation in line with legislation and 
Council policy;  

 

 that delegated authority to implement any proposals following the 
consultation be given to the Head of Cleansing and Open Spaces and Head 
of Regulatory Services in consultation with the Lead Member for Cleansing 
and Open Spaces. 

 

Consultation 

 
On 18th January 2017 the Council gave notice of intention to make an Order under 
its powers contained in sections 32, 35 and Part IV of Schedule 9 of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984. The effect of which will be: 
 

a) To amend the Borough of Charnwood (Off-Street Parking Places) Order 2014  
 
b) To introduce the Outwoods Car Park as a new Parking Place and to set the parking 
charge for the Parking Place as £1.00 between the hours of 06:00 to 00:00 
 
c) To introduce provisions for Electric Vehicles. 
 

Notices were erected in all Council controlled car parks, including the Outwoods and 
a notice inserted into the Loughborough Echo. The Council also wrote individually to 
key statutory consultees to give notice of intention to make an Order. 
 
 
 



Evaluation/Risk Management 
 

Following the statutory consultation period of 2 weeks, a total of three objections to 
the notice were received by the Head of Regulatory and Environmental Services. 
Two responses related to the introduction of charges at the Outwoods & one letter 
mistook the introduction of charges at the Outwoods to include the car park on 
Station Road in Quorn. Appendix A tabulates the responses received during the 
statutory consultation period. 

 

Leicestershire County Council responded in writing on 6th February 2017 to confirm 
that they had no comments to make relating to the notice. 

 

Officers have carefully considered the objections which have been raised and 
added their comments to Appendix A in response.  The Lead Member for Cleansing 
and Open spaces has reviewed the objection letters and Council’s comments and 
has included their comments where applicable. 

 

The proposal to introduce parking charges at the Outwoods has been carefully 
balanced with the implications it may have to users of the site. A low tariff has been 
purposely set to ensure that a wide cross-section of the community can continue to 
use and enjoy the Outwoods.  

 

The parking scheme at the Outwoods is considered a sustainable means of 
supporting the ongoing management and enhancement of the site. The 
recommendation for the introduction of car parking charges was made to the 
Council by the Outwoods Management Committee. 

 

The Council have to balance the costs associated with managing it’s green spaces 
and under Section 55 of the Road Traffic Regulations (1984), any Local Authority's 
surplus generated from parking charges can (but not limited to) be allocated to 
cover the costs associated with environmental improvements and provision of 
outdoor recreational facilities available to the general public. 

 

Legal Implications 

 

The relevant powers are contained in the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as 
amended. The procedure for introducing Traffic Regulation Orders is set out in the 
Local Authorities Traffic Orders (Procedure) (England & Wales) Regulations 1996. 
There is a six week period after the making of the final Order when it may be 
challenged in the High Court, but only on procedural grounds. 

 

Recommendation 

 

That the introduction of charges at the Outwoods is approved following consideration 
of responses to the consultation. 

 

 

 



Background Papers 

 

Cabinet Report dated 17th November, 2016   

Letters of objection addressed to the Head of Regulatory & Environmental Services 

 

Additional Information 

 

Appendix A tabulates the responses received during the statutory consultation 
period. 

 
Officer  to contact:               Matt Bradford 
     Head of Cleansing and Open Spaces   
     (01509) 634695      
     matthew.bradford@charnwood.gov.uk 
 
 
 

mailto:bradford@charnwood.gov.uk
mailto:bradford@charnwood.gov.uk


Appendix A: The Outwoods PPO – Objection responses 

No. of 
Reponses 

Response Comment 

2 

The Outwoods is land that was bequeathed to the people of 
Charnwood to enjoy on condition that they are not used for 
profit. This would be contrary to the original principles of the 
bequest. 

The Deeds of Covenant for the Outwoods clearly indicate that 
the income generated from the sale of timber felled/collected 
in the Outwoods should be used to manage the woodland.  
This figure is significantly less than the annual cost which the 
Council spends on supporting the effective management of 
the Outwoods.   As such any additional income generated 
from car parking will be used to offset this cost. 

1 
There is no need for a Café which will further 'gentrify' an area 
that is a natural beauty spot.  

The car parking charge is not related to any café facility. Such 
a facility could not be funded from parking charges. 

2 
This decision would penalise the poorer sections of our 
community.  
 

The car parking charges have been intentionally set low in 
order to ensure the site is available for everyone to enjoy. 

1 

There will be no natural areas for people to exercise, walk 
dogs and de-stress without incurring a significant charge.  

The car parking charges have been intentionally set low in 
order to ensure the site is available for everyone to enjoy, 
whilst also support the on-going upkeep of the site.  

2 

The Beacon Hill car park used to be free but now many local 
people cannot afford to go there and so choose the Outwoods 
car park instead. 

The car parking charges have been intentionally set low in 
order to ensure the site is available for everyone to enjoy. 
 

1 

A direct result of introducing car parking charges at the 
Outwoods is that more people will be encouraged to park in 
the lay-bys and on the verges along the road. This road is 
dangerous enough with the hill-approach to the Car park and 
is already hazardous for cyclists, walkers and horse-riders. 

The Council will monitor and review the impact of the Order 
over the next 12 months, in particular with respect to 
highways safety and will liaise with the Highway Authority 
over any safety concerns should they arise. 

2 
There are so few areas that are free for all to enjoy. I would be 
prepared to see increased local taxes to contribute to this.  

 The Council’s Cabinet approved the setting of a small fee for 
parking at the site rather than increasing the Council’s Budget 
and ultimately a rise in Council tax.   

1 Until a few years ago a warden resided at the Outwoods, the 
loss of which seemed to be an indication that the Outwoods 
were being viewed as a liability rather than an asset. 

Role of warden has changed to become part of the Ranger 
team, ensuring 4x full time rangers are available to improve 
and encourage access to all the borough’s natural open 
spaces. 
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1 I am not pleased with the outlined proposal to turn Outwoods 
Car Park in Quorn into a paying car park. 

The main proposed amendments to the Council’s legal order 
are for the Outwoods car park on Breakback Road / 
Woodhouse Lane between Loughborough and Woodhouse. 
There are no proposed changes to the car park on Station 
Road in Quorn, and no proposals to introduce charges on the 
site at this time. The Borough Council have already 
introduced a short stay area at the front of the car park to help 
with the turnover of spaces thus ensuring spaces for visitors 
to local shops and businesses. 

 

Comments from Cllr Hilary Fryer, Lead Member for Cleansing & Open Spaces and Outwoods Management Committee Chair  

 
I agree with the officer comments as set out in the report. The introduction of charges at the Outwoods has been carefully considered and a 
project plan produced to ensure that any implications on users of the site are kept to a minimum. By implementing the charges the Council will 
be able to support the ongoing management of the Outwoods.   As such any additional income generated from car parking will be used to offset 
this cost.  
 
 

 



CABINET – 17TH NOVEMBER 2016 

Report of the Head of Cleansing and Open Spaces 

Lead Member: Councillor Fryer 

 
Part A 

 
ITEM 14 INTRODUCTION OF CAR PARKING CHARGES AT THE 

OUTWOODS 

Purpose of the Report 

 

To consider a request from the Outwoods Management Committee for the 
introduction of car parking charges at the Outwoods, Loughborough. 
 
Recommendations 
 
1. That the introduction of car parking charges at the Outwoods as set out in Part 

B of this report, subject to undertaking relevant consultation in line with 
legislation and Council policy be agreed. 

 
2. That delegated authority to implement any proposals following the consultation 

be given to the Head of Cleansing and Open Spaces and Head of Regulatory 
Services in consultation with the Lead Member for Cleansing and Open 
Spaces. 

 
Reasons 
 
1. To respond to the request from the Outwoods Management Committee and to 

ensure the relevant regulations, guidelines and policies are adhered to in 
respect of the introduction of car parking charges.  

 
2. To ensure the proposals are implemented effectively and in a timely manner. 
 
Policy Justification and Previous Decisions 
 
The Outwoods is an area of open space, provided for the benefit of the people of and 
visitors to Loughborough held in Trust by the Council.  The Outwoods Management 
Committee has responsibility for the effective overseeing of the area and in particular 
how the Outwoods are effectively managed to maximum benefit for the people of 
Loughborough.  The proposed parking scheme is considered a sustainable means of 
supporting the ongoing management and enhancement of the site.  The 
recommendation for the introduction of car parking charges has therefore come from 
the Outwoods Management Committee.   
 
Implementation Timetable including Future Decisions and Scrutiny 
 
The Council operates a number of car parks throughout the Borough which are 
governed by an Off-Street Parking Places Order’.  The current Parking Places Order 
(PPO) was made in 2014.  
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If agreed, the Council will undertake the formal amendment of the existing PPO to 
include the new parking place.  This process will effectively mean that charges for car 
parking are unlikely to be introduced before April 2017.  Under the Constitution, a 
delegated decision can be made by the Head of Regulatory Services in consultation 
with the Lead Member.   
 
Report Implications 
 
The following implications have been identified for this report. 
 
Legal Implications  
 
The Road Traffic Regulations Act (1984) allows local authorities to levy a charge for 
off-street parking.  
 
Financial Implications 
 
The commencement of the project will require a limited revenue budget (detailed in 
Part B) within the current financial year (2016/17), including consultation as part of 
the new Parking Places Order etc.  In addition, following any agreement to take the 
project forward to implementation, the Council will need to procure the equipment 
and services e.g. a ticket machine (a second hand machine is currently available), 
tickets, maintenance contract, insurance and enforcement.  
 
The Deeds of Covenant for the Outwoods clearly indicate that the income generated 
from the sale of timber felled/collected in the Outwoods should be used to manage 
the woodland.  This figure is significantly less than the annual cost which the Council 
spends on supporting the effective management of the Outwoods.  As such the 
Outwoods Committee is already aware that any additional income generated from 
the Outwoods arising from this decision will be used to offset this cost to the Council.  
Surveys indicate that there are 60,000+ traffic movements at the Outwoods, 
however, this information was gathered over a limited period of time and may not be 
a representation of potential future usage and income.  Visitors to the site may also 
make alternative travel plans or choose to park elsewhere if a charge is introduced.  
For this reason, an initial £20k income has been included in the 2017/18 budget.  It is 
hoped that this will rise to £35 to £40k in future years.  This would be used to offset 
the current expenditure. 
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A table providing the anticipated set up costs and annual revenue is provided below: 
 

Description Total Cost 

2016/17 Site Preparation and Equipment Costs   

Replacement of Main interpretation/notice board  £2,500 

Tree Works to improve entrance visibility  £2,000 

Supply & Installation of Pay & Display machine  £1,500 

Provision of Parking signage  £2,000 

Advertising PPO  £1,500 

Total infrastructure Works  £9,500 

Revenue Costs (effective from 2017/18 and included in 
2017/18 budget) 

 

Annual machine maintenance contract  £400 

Street Management recharge (not an overall cost to CBC)  £1,500 

Sundries e.g. ticket rolls  £400 

Cash collection  £1,800 

Season tickets  £200 

Annual Revenue Costs  £4,300 

Projected Income  

Parking tariff Income (initial £20k in 17/18, rising to £35/£40k in 
future years) 

 £20,000 

Projected Annual Income 2017/18  £20,000 

 
 
Risk Management 
 
The risks associated with the decision Cabinet is asked to make and proposed 
actions to mitigate those risks are set out in the table below. 
  

Risk Identified Likelihood Impact Risk Management Actions Planned 

Negative publicity 
from the users of 
the car park as a 
result of the 
introduction of car 
parking charges 

Possible Minor Clear communication with users, 
linked to a robust communication 
plan 

Vandalism/theft of 
the 
money/equipment 
from the site 

Unlikely Minor Appropriate security measures put 
in place to ensure the value of 
money in the machine at any one 
time is minimised and there is an 
effective presence of security that 
will act as a deterrent to potential 
thieves. 

 
 
Equality and Diversity 
 
An Equality Impact Assessment has been completed and is available as a 
background paper. 
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Crime and Disorder 
 
The report sets out the potential for the introduction of charges which has two distinct 
inherent crime and disorder impacts: firstly, the increased risk of theft due to the fact 
money is kept in machines; and secondly, the risk to other road users due to the 
displacement of vehicles onto the public highway. 
 
Sustainability 
 
It is proposed to utilise an existing pay and display machine that is being displaced 
by a new pay-on-exit car park elsewhere in the Borough.   
 
 
Key Decision:   No 
 
Background Papers: Minutes from the Outwoods Committee 7th 

September, 2016 
 Equality Impact Assessment 
  
 
Officer(s) to contact:  Matt Bradford  

Head of Cleansing and Open Spaces 
(01509) 634695     

 matthew.bradford@charnwood.gov.uk 
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Part B 
 
 

Background to the Outwoods 
 
1. The Outwoods were gifted to the people of Loughborough in 1946 by Alan 

Moss.  The original area of land was later enlarged to include an area of 
adjoining woodland known as Bluebell Woods.  This additional land was gifted 
to the Borough by Harry Bowler. 

 
2. As a result of these gifts of land a Deed of Trust was created which led to the 

establishment of the Outwoods Management Committee.  The Outwoods 
Management Committee consists of Charnwood Borough Council nominees, 
who are appointed by the Council for a fixed term, and nominees of the 
original donors, or their replacements, who are appointed for life.  The 
Outwoods Management Committee has wide discretion regarding how the 
Outwoods are managed.  This discretion is sufficiently wide for it to determine 
and control the nature and extent of activities within the Outwoods.    

 
3. It was originally envisaged that the maintenance of the Outwoods would be 

funded through the sale of timber, with the Council funding any shortfall as it 
sees fit.  However, in reality, the sale of timber has generated little or no 
income and the maintenance of the woods has always been funded by 
Charnwood Borough Council. 

 
Background to Car Park Charging 
 
4. The principle of introducing parking charges at the Outwoods has been 

discussed by the Outwoods Management Committee since 2011. At this time 
it was noted that the two neighbouring country parks, Beacon Hill and 
Bradgate Park are both charging visitors for parking their cars. It was felt that 
this had disproportionately increased the use of the Outwoods to the detriment 
of wildlife. 

 
5. As a result of this discussion, officers were asked to provide estimates of the 

number of vehicles using the Outwoods car park, and options for the 
introduction of parking charges.  Traffic Volume Monitoring Equipment was 
subsequently installed at the Outwoods throughout the months of September 
2012 and again in February 2015 to provide accurate traffic volumes for the 
use of the car park. 

 
6. Between 13th February and 16th March 2015 a total of 4,964 vehicles used 

the Outwoods car park. This represents an average of 159 vehicles per day 
with the lowest daily usage of 99 cars recorded entering the car park and the 
highest being 278 recorded. If the average daily usage recorded remained 
constant throughout the year, a total of 58,035 cars could be expected to use 
the car park annually. Acknowledging that the figures recorded are during the 
winter season, an average annual use of 60,000+ vehicles would seem 
reasonable. 

 
7. At the Outwoods Management Committee meeting on 6th March 2013 a 

report was presented which included the advantages and disadvantages 
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between different charging systems, e.g. pay on entry, pay on exit, pay and 
display, with associated cost comparisons. The Committee agreed that option 
2 (Pay and Display) was the most appropriate charging system for the site 
based on cost and suitability.  

 
8. At its meeting on 24th June 2015 and as part of the development of the 

cottage and surrounding workspace, the Management Committee further 
agreed to set a parking charge of between 50p and £1.  

 
Any income received from the introduction of parking charges would be used 
to offset the cost to the Council of Managing the Outwoods. 

 
Options for Car Parking Charging Schemes 
 
9. Three options for the enforcement of parking charges have been considered 

by the Outwoods Management Committee, these were: 
 

 An honesty box system 

 Pay on entry 

 Pay and display. 
 

Of these three options the Committee concluded that the Pay and Display 
option was the most practical and cost effective to take forward as a proposal.  
At a meeting of the Outwoods Management Committee held on 7th 
September, 2016 the Committee therefore resolved to approach Charnwood 
Borough Council to request that parking charges be introduced at the 
Outwoods using a Pay and Display scheme. 

 
An indicative timetable for the delivery of the project, and subject to any call-in 
of the Cabinet decision is given below: 

 

Timetable for Delivery Date 

Outwoods Management Committee formally approve scheme  7th September, 2016 

Communication strategy to be adopted for duration of scheme Ongoing 

Cabinet Approval  17th November, 2016 

Publish Notice of Intention to Make a PPO on 28th November, 2016 

Highway & entrance visibility / tree safety works 9th January, 2017 

Consideration of any objections & necessary responses. Report 
to Director/Lead Member by 

29th January, 2017 

Make PPO (Delegated Decision) on 6th February, 2017 

Installation of parking signage & entrance markings (IN/OUT)  1st March, 2017 

Installation of parking machines  1st March, 2017 

Scheme commencement 1st April, 2017 

 
Associated Costs 
 
10. The estimated total cost for implementing a pay and display system at the 

Outwoods is estimated to be £9,500.  This includes new parking signage, 
advertising the PPO and refitting a used ticket machine displaced from an 
existing Council car park that is surplus to requirements.  Based on 60,000 
cars per year using the Outwoods car park, the pay back time for this system 
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would be relatively short.  It would however be necessary to enforce the 
parking scheme and issue penalties for non-payment of the parking charge.  
The annual running costs of the system will depend on the level of usage but 
is likely to be in the region of £4,000.  A full breakdown of costs is detailed in 
the Financial Implications section in Part A of this report. 

 
11. Current car parking charges for similar countryside sites within the area range 

from £1.00 per day at Swithland Wood to £4.00 per day at Beacon Hill. Based 
on current car parking charges in the area and the original scope set by the 
Outwoods Management Committee it is suggested that a charge of £1 per day 
is set.  This would ensure that parking charges at the Outwoods offer 
exceptional value to visitors compared to other sites, whilst being able to 
generate income to offset management costs of the site. 

 
12. In order to accommodate regular site users it is also recommended that a 

simple annual season ticket is offered at a fair discounted price based on use 
of the site more than once per week.  The Season ticket scheme would be 
administrated by the Council.  Based on season ticket charges at compatible 
sites in the vicinity it is suggested that a season ticket charge of £40 per 
household for up to two vehicle registrations is levied. 

 
13. In order for the pay and display scheme to be effectively managed, the 

enforcement of the car park under the Civil Parking Enforcement regime will 
be incorporated into the Street Wardens service.  The Council’s Street 
Warden team would be responsible for patrolling and enforcing the pay and 
display scheme within the Outwoods. 

 
Consultation 
 
14. In order to introduce car parking charges at the Outwoods, it would be 

necessary to add the Outwoods to the Council’s Parking Places Order.  This 
would involve a legal process which would include consultation with 
Leicestershire County Council, site users and other interested groups.  The 
scheme is therefore dependant upon the outcome of a consultation with users 
and the local stakeholders.   

 
15. The consultation process will be designed to ensure all relevant stakeholders 

are given appropriate opportunity to comment on a proposal to introduce a 
charging scheme for car parking at the Outwoods.  This will include signs at 
the entrance to the Outwoods and coverage in local press. 

 
16. Initial discussions took place with Leicestershire County Council as Highway 

Authority in 2015 regarding proposed charging.  They requested that the car 
parking charge made should be reasonable in order to avoid people parking 
along the roadside.  They also recommended that the following measures are 
implemented at the earliest opportunity: 

 

 Ensuring the exit nearest Woodhouse Eaves is marked as OUT and the 
exit nearest Nanpantan is marked as IN.  

 

 Ensure verge vegetation and overhanging trees are cut back regularly 
in order to maintain levels of visibility. 
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Once the scheme is in operation the Council will monitor any emerging issues 
relating to cars parking on the highway verge along Woodhead Road, and 
ensure they are supported with enforcement to mitigate this. 
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4/ The Council's own report of 17th November 2016 states that: I Visitorsto the site may
also make alternative travel plans or choose to park elsewhere if a charge is introduced' .

3/ This decision would again penalise the poorer sections of our community. There will be
no natural areas for people to exercise, walk dogs and de-stress without incurring a
significant charge. Another 'indirect' tax which taxes the poor. The Beacon Hill car park
used to be free but now many local people cannot afford to go there and so choose the
Outwoods car park instead.

2/ There is no need for a Cafe which will further 'gentrify' an area that is a natural beauty
spot. There are a number of local pubs in the area which are easily accessible.

1/ The Outwoods is land that was bequeathed to the people of Charnwood to enjoy on
condition that they are not used for profit. These charges - which are set to rise over the
years - will generate profit for the Council. This would be contrary to the original

--------p1rinciples-of the-bequest- ------

I have very strong objections to this for several reasons:

By chance today, I caught sight of a notice stating Charnwood Borough Council's
intention to introduce car-parking charges at the 'Outwoods' car park.

ProposedCarParking chargesand Cafe- Outwoods

Dear Sirs

Forthe attention of Mr Alan Twells - Headof Regulatory Services

8th February 2017

Charnwood Borough Council
Southfields
Loughborough
LE112TR

01509 560261
alipagett@ntlworld.com

30 Benscliffe Drive
Loughborough
Leicestershire
LEl13JP

~stO,,* Service Centre
Ffle Ref:

I I~~'
9 FEB Z0l7,

F.A.O. Passed
To:

I
I
i

-------------~-----..



Alison Pagett

Yours faithfully

There are so few areas that are free for all to enjoy. I want my local taxes to contribute to
this. I do not want any improvements to be made to the existing Car park. It serves its
purpose and is fine as it is.

A direct result of introducing car parking charges at the Outwoods is that more people
will be encouraged to park in the lay-bys and on the verges along the road. This road is
dangerous enough with the hill-approach to the Car park and is already hazardous for
cyclists, walkers and horse-riders.



Have a charge that only applies afterparking for more than two hours allowing people to
use local businessesas they wish.
Have a resident's permit scheme so that local residents who don't have off-street parking
have somewhere to park.

To satisfy local concerns I think the following would need to be done:

Whilst I understand that the idea behind the proposed scheme is to prevent people parking their car
in the car park and getting the bus into Loughborough or Leicester for work I don't believe that it is a
big enough problem to inconvenience the local residents and businessesin this way.

No mention is made of a resident's permit scheme, which would ameliorate many of the
above factors. However, I appreciate that this would mean the car park may not generate
enough revenue to cover the cost of administering such a scheme, monitoring the car park
and collecting payments and so make the whole scheme unviable.

Firstly, asa local resident without any off-street parking my wife and I both useOutwoods
Car Parkasa safe and convenient location to park our vehicles. If this was to be made too
costly (and at £14 a week this would be a significant cost increase) then we would have no
alternative but to park on the street. I can't imagine that we would be the only ones who
would do so which could very well cause inconvenience for other local residents and traffic.
We live in a thriving village with many successfulpubs, restaurants and shops. If parking
charges are introduced then this will drive away customers to these businessesand may
mean the lossof important revenue. In addition, many people drive into Quorn for a night
out, leaving their cars in the car park to pick up the next day. This will no longer be possible
meaning people will look for other placesto go. It is fantastic to live in a village with such life
and energy and if this was to be taken away by the imposition of parking charges then that
would be a very bad thing indeed.
On-street parking is already difficult and the parking charge will merely push people onto
the street parking causing inconvenience for local residents, blighting the attractiveness of
the village and potentially causing traffic flow issues.

I have viewed the notice advising of the intent to turn Outwoods Car Park in Quorn into a paying car
park and, although I haven't had time to get to the Customer ServiceCentre to view the actual
proposal, I am not pleasedwith the outline proposal in general for several reasons:

Dear Mr Twells,

Thursday, 02 February 2017

Head of Regulatory Services
Charnwood Borough Council
Southfields
Loughborough
LEl12TX

14 High St
Quorn
Loughborough
LE128DT

---- ----



Leo Walton
07779 237 276
leowalton@hotmail.com

Regards,

l ,.".,: t

Havemonitoring of local on-street parking to ensure that the problem is not just pushed
onto other areaswith a plan to extend restricted parking with resident's permit scheme.
To limit the hours of the restrictions to Bamto 4pm, Monday to Friday.

If the above recommendations are not considered and acted upon I can see there being strong
opposition to this proposed scheme.



Yours sincerely Robert Blandford

Maybe the perceived problem is that the woods are being used instead of the nearby County Council
run Beacon And Broombriggs Well in that case Loughborough residents should be given free parking
permits as we have always being happy to paid for the woods upkeep via our council tax.

The Outwoods were generously given to the people ofLoughborugh with the hOQethat they.....:.w-'-'o=u=l=d _
------=e=njoy anoCfierisfi1fie wooas, generations have. surely introducing charges would almost be an insult to

this generosity

I understand the need for conservation, maintenance, and the work necessary to make the Outwoods
accessible to all. Personally I would sooner pay an extra £10 a year on my council tax bill to keep the
Outwoods free for everyone. There is I believe actually a case for expanding the woods.

I have lived in Loughborough for 54 years now, and until just a few years ago we could afford a warden
at the Outwoods, the loss of which seemed to be an indication that the Outwoods were being viewed as
a liability rather than an asset, and a failure to recognize the health benefits the woods offered.

If the town was in decline the current situation would be more understandable, but the situation is quite
the opposite, the town has expanded considerably and become quite wealthy, with quite a few people
becoming very wealthy.

The national obesity crisis, the increasing problem of children disengaging from the outdoor world and
developing poor social skills as a consequence of spending too much time online, are also good reasons
for not introducing any measures that would discourage people from getting out and about.
Disengagement is now a serious problem in Japan.

Dear Sir,
I am very much against any measures that discourage people from taking exercise, and

engaging with the environment, especially at a time when councils are struggling with the costs of an
aging population, many in poor health due to lack of exercise.

.... r .; ~ •

with ref to proposed car parking charge Outwoods.

Robert Blandford
219 Forest Road
Loughborough

LE113HS
4.2.17

Alan Twells
Head of Regulatory Services
Charnwood Borough Council

.'"
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