
 
Decision under Delegated Powers 

 
Officer Requesting Decision  
 
Enviro Crime and Dog Control Manager 
 
Officer Making the Decision 
 
Head of Regulatory Services 
 
Recommendation  
 
That the fixed penalty amount for unauthorised disposal of waste (fly tipping) 
for Charnwood is increased from £200 (default amount ) to £400 for the full 
rate and increased from £120 to £280 for the discounted rate, with effect from 
July 1st 2017. 
 
Reason 
 
To increase the level of deterrent to prevent people thinking about fly tipping 
and to be in line with other Councils across Leicestershire. 
 
Authority for Decision 
 
By virtue of the Delegation to Heads of Service in section 8 of the 
Constitution, Heads of Service are delegated to undertake periodic review of 
fees and charges raised within their service areas and falling within the scope 
of the Council’s Income and Charging Policy Framework. 
 
Decision and Date    
         
 
 
 
         
Background 
 
Fly tipping is an offence under Section 33 of the Environmental Protection Act 
1990 (the Act).  A person who is caught fly tipping can be prosecuted for the 
offence and can incur an unlimited fine and/or up to 5 years imprisonment. 
 
In May 2016 the Government introduced the ability to issue a fixed penalty 
notice under Section 33ZA of the Act, for the offence of fly tipping.  The range 
of the penalty is up to a maximum of £400 but is set at a default amount of 
£200. 
 
Charnwood Borough Council opted to issue fixed penalty notices for fly tipping 
set at the default amount of £200 in May 2016. 
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The Street Management team have been issuing fixed penalty notices for fly 
tipping for one year and a review has now been undertaken. To date there 
have been 10 fixed penalty notices issued. 9 of those have been paid so far 
and 1 remains unpaid. 
 
There was a total of 704 fly tipping reports received during 2016-17, an 
increase of 171 from the previous year. As such reports of fly-tipping continue 
to remain high and additional deterrents are felt necessary.  
 
The Enforcement Officers advised that most of the fixed penalty notices were 
paid on the day and the people who received the fines were pleased that they 
would not have to go to court and potentially incur a criminal record. 
 
The review also revealed that the fixed penalty amount was set low compared 
to the financial impact of going to court, receiving a fine and having to pay 
costs.  It was felt that the current amount of £200 (£120 discount rate if paid 
within 10 days) did not act as a deterrent as effectively as a higher amount. 
 
During the review other Leicestershire Councils were contacted to see what 
they had set their fixed penalty notice rate at and also the issue and payment 
rates.  The results are as follows: 
 

Council Full rate Discount 
rate 

Number 
issued 

Number 
paid 

North West 
Leicestershire 
District 
Council 

£400 £280 5 5 

Leicester City 
Council 

£250 * £150* 40 38 

Blaby District 
Council 

£400 No discount Nil n/a 

Hinckley and 
Bosworth 
Borough 
Council 

£400 £280 5 5 

Charnwood 
Borough 
Council 

£200 £120 10 9 

 
* Leicester City Council is due to change the rate to £400 with a discount 
rate of £280 to be consistent with other Councils in Leicestershire. 

 
As part of this review, reference has been made to both the Council’s Income 
& Charging Policy and the Regulatory Services Enforcement Policy.   
 
The Lead Member for Regulatory Services, Cllr David Hayes, has been 
consulted as part of this review and has confirmed his agreement with the 
implementation of this new Fixed Penalty Charges.  



 
Following this review it is now proposed to increase the amount of the fixed 
penalty under the provisions of Section 33ZA of the Environmental Protection 
Act 1990, to £400 (£280 discount rate if paid within 10 days). 
 
Financial Implications 
 
There is no financial implication. Any income received from the additional 
fines will offset the enforcement costs of investigating fly tipping incidents.  
 
 
Risk Management 
 
No specific risks have been identified with this report. 
 
 
Key Decision:    No  
 
 
Background Papers: Charnwood Borough Council’s 

Income and Charging Policy - August 
2015 

 
 Regulatory Services Enforcement 

Policy - May 2016 
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