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LANDSCAPE TYPE – 3:
PROVISION FOR YOUNG CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

3A.1

3A.2

3A.3

3A.5

3A.6

3A.7

3A.4

Site Boundary

3a. Provision for Children
      (LAPs and LEAPs)
3b. Provision for Young People
      (NEAPs)

3B.1

3B.2

3B.3

3B.5

3B.6

3B.7

3B.4

Source: Nailsea, Bristol

General Description
This Landscape Type is divided into three landscape character areas:

• Local Area for Play - small area of open space specifi cally designated and 
primarily laid out for very young children to play close to where they live (LAP); 

• Local equipped or local landscaped areas for plan – for play and informal 
recreation (LEAPs); and

• Neighbourhood equipped areas for play – for play and informal recreation for 
the provision for young people (NEAPs).

(From “Planning and Design for Outdoor Sport and Play”, Fields in Trust, 2008)
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General Description
A Local Area for Play (LAP) is a small area of open 
space specifi cally designated and primarily laid out 
for very young children to play close to they live i.e. 
1 minute walking time.  

They are designed to allow for ease of informal 
observation and supervision and to encourage 
informal play and social interaction.

LAPs
Main characteristics / elements
LAPs are suitable for children up to the age of 6 though it may be used by older children as well.  They should be sited 
close to a well used pedestrian route, on a well drained, reasonably fl at site with closely mown grass and/ or a hard 
surface accompanied by seating areas for supervision.  The minimum size should be 100m2.

(From “Planning and Design for Outdoor Sport and Play”, by Fields in Trust, 2008)

Source: Valley Gardens, Gloucester Source: Nailsea, Bristol
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Source: Kingsway Manor Farm Park, Gloucester

Function of the landscape framework
• Provides a contained, informal facility for young 

children in a naturalistic setting

• Provides a mix of demonstrative features to allow 
imaginative, challenging and stimulating play for 
all abilities, and where reasonable accessible to 
all

• Creates an area for community engagement

• Ensures the facility is clearly visible, safe and of 
a high quality

• New trees will act as a carbon sink

• Enables contact with nature and wildlife through 
design

• Generates positive indirect benefi ts on health 
and well being
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LEAPs
LEAPs are area of open space specifi cally designed and laid out with features 
including equipment for children who are beginning to go out and play 
independently close to where they live, usually 5 minutes walking time.

Main characteristics / elements
LEAPs include play features and equipment which are designed to stimulate 
and challenge the play experience (the provision of at least six items of play 
experience is recommended).  The attractiveness of such spaces is important as 
well as the provision of space for physical activity and games.  

LEAPs should be located close to a well-used pedestrian route on a drained fl at 
site with closely mown hardwearing grass or hard surfacing as well as impact 
absorbing surfaces around the play equipment or structures accompanied by 
seating areas for supervision.  They should be edged by a mix of native trees 
and shrubs providing a mix of scent, colour and texture.  The minimum size of the 
main activity area should be 400m2.  There should be a minimum 10 metre buffer 
zone between the activity zone and the nearest property, and a minimum 20 metre 
buffer zone to a habitable room facade of the nearest dwelling.

Source: Valley Gardens, Gloucester Source: Bristol Zoo

Function of the landscape framework
• Provides a contained informal facility for young children in a naturalistic setting

• Provides opportunities for imaginative, challenging and stimulating play for all 
abilities, and where reasonable, accessible to all

• Create a mix of play opportunities through both equipment and space for 
general activities and games

• Enables contact with nature and wildlife through design

• Creates an area for community engagement

• Ensures the facility is clearly visible, safe and of a high quality

• New trees will act as a carbon sink

• Generates positive indirect effects on health and well being

Source: Valley Gardens, Gloucester
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NEAPs
NEAPs are areas of open space specifi cally designated, laid out and equipped 
mainly for older children but with play opportunities for younger children as well.  
They are generally located within 15 minutes’ walk from home.

Main characteristics / elements
NEAPs provide a greater variety of opportunities for all ages both in terms of 
active and passive recreation with play equipment and hard surfaces for ball 
games, roller skating, skateboarding and/or cycling as well as areas for meeting 
socially.  It should be designed to be stimulating and challenging with provision for 
a minimum number of nine play experiences recommended.

NEAPs should be located close to a well-used pedestrian route, on a drained fl at 
site with closely mown hardwearing grass or hard surfacing as well as impact 
absorbing surfaces around the play equipment or structures accompanied by 
seating areas for supervision.  They should be edged by a mix of native trees and 
shrubs providing a mix of scent, colour and texture.  

Source: Kingsway Manor Farm Park, Gloucester

The minimum size of the main activity area should be 1000m2 consisting of an 
area of play equipment as well as at least 465m2 of hard surfacing.  There should 
be a minimum 30 metre buffer zone between the activity zone and the nearest 
property.  Careful consideration needs to be given to the interaction of different 
facilities on site and within the immediate area.

Source: KIngsway Manor Farm Park, Gloucester
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Function of the landscape framework
• Provides an informal facility for young and older 

children in a naturalistic setting

• Creates a mix of play opportunities through both 
equipment and space for general activities and 
games a combination of hard and soft surfacing

• Provides opportunities for challenging and 
stimulating play for all abilities, and where 
reasonable access for all

• Creates an area for community engagement

• Ensures the facility is clearly visible, safe and of 
a high quality

• Provides facilities for bike storage 

• Generates positive direct effects on health and 
well being

• Enables contact with nature and wildlife through 
design

• New trees will act as a carbon sink

Landscape treatment for all play areas
Native trees and shrub species edging the play 
areas

Beech (Fagus sylvatica) 

Crab Apple (Malus sylvestris)

Downy Birch (Betula pubescens)

Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus)

Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia)

Silver Birch (Betula pendula)

Wild Cherry (Prunus avium)

Alder Buckthorn (Frangula alnus)

Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea)

Elder (Sambucus nigra)

Field Rose (Rosa arvensis)

Guelder-rose (Viburnum opulus)

Hazel (Corylus avellana)

Holly (Ilex aquifolium)

Grass / Wildfl ower seed mix:

British Seed House A19 All Purpose Landscaping 
(A19 Grassland) 

Management details for all play areas
LEAPs and NEAPs will have a medium to high 
maintenance regime.

Deciduous trees and shrubs will be planted in late 
October to late March, and evergreens September/
October or April/May.  During the establishment 
period there will be adequate water supply, weed 
control and maintenance of the tree stock to achieve 
maturation of the planting.

Tree maintenance will take place outside of bird 
nesting season, and pruning undertaken during the 
dormant season following good horticultural practice.

Grassed areas in the play areas will be mown as 
required throughout the year, although the main 
mowing period will be between March and October.  
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LANDSCAPE TYPE – 4: 
AMENITY GREEN SPACE

4A

4B

4C

4D 4E 4F

4G

4H

4I

4J

4K

4L

4M

4N

4O

Site BoundarySite Boundary

4. Amenity Green Space

Main characteristics / elements
There are small pockets of amenity green space 
throughout the development proposals forming a link 
between adjacent green spaces (4A, 4B, 4C, 4D,4E, 
4F, 4G, 4H, 4I, 4J, 4K, 4L, 4M, 4N and 4O).  Amenity 
green spaces will be planted with native trees 
and include areas of mown grass, and wildfl ower 
meadow on larger areas to promote biodiversity and 
amenity value.  SuDs will pass through 4B, 4D to 
4H.  Some provision for children’s play space will be 
provided (3A.3, 3A.5 and 3B.5).

Source: The Oaks, Abbeymead, Gloucester



25LANDSCAPE FRAMEWORK

Function of the landscape framework
• Creates attractive and distinctive neighbourhoods

• Connects green space within neighbourhoods

• Connects to the larger areas of green space on 
the edge of the development areas

• Creates new urban wildlife habitats and networks 

• Tree planting acts as a carbon sink

• Improve indirectly the health and wellbeing of the 
local community

• Provide opportunities for informal recreation

Landscape treatment
Native tree and shrub species within amenity 
green spaces:

Crab apple (Malus sylvestris)

Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus)

Oak (Quercus robur)

Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia)

Silver Birch (Betula pendula)

Wild Cherry (Prunus avium)

Alder Buckthorn (Frangula alnus)

Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea)

Elder (Sambucus nigra)

Guelder-rose (Viburnum opulus)

Hazel (Corylus avellana)

Holly (Ilex aquifolium)

Wild privet (Ligustrum vulgare)

Management details
Amenity green space will have a low to medium 
maintenance regime.

Deciduous trees and shrubs will be planted in late 
October to late March, and evergreens September/
October or April/May.  During the establishment 
period there will be adequate water supply, weed 
control and maintenance of the tree stock to achieve 
maturation of the planting.

Tree maintenance will take place outside of bird 
nesting season, and pruning undertaken during the 
dormant season following good horticultural practice.

Grassed areas within amenity spaces will be allowed 
to grow tall between March and late August, and 
will maintain a height of 100mm at other times of 
the year.  Grass will be cut September to February 
as required.  Grass areas alongside footpaths and 
cycleways as well as other specifi ed locations will 
be mowed as required throughout the year, although 
the main mowing period will be between March and 
October.
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LANDSCAPE TYPE - 5:
OUTDOOR SPORTS FACILITIES

5A

5B

5C

5D

5E

5F

5H

5G

Site Boundary

5. Outdoor Sport Facilities

5I

General Description
There are 9 areas of outdoor sports facilities offering a mix of formal facilities in the 
form of rugby, footpath pitches as well as tennis courts, bowling greens and a cricket 
pitch (5A, 5B, 5C, 5D, 5E, 5F, 5G, 5H, and 5I).  

It should be noted that under this heading the cricket pitch which forms part of the 
formal gateway park into the development linking with the southern link road is 
treated as a separate character area (5B).

Outdoor facilities (excluding cricket)
Main characteristics / elements
Outdoor sports facilities consist of a mixture of hard surfaces and hardwearing 
closely mown grass sports pitches.  These formal sport areas are surrounded by 
more informal additional sports areas consisting of well-maintained grass with groups 
of native tree and shrub planting, and native tree and shrub planting on the periphery.  

The provision for outdoor sports open space is suffi cient to provide for a wide range 
of sports including rugby and football. The two largest areas set aside for outdoor 
sports are to the west and at the entrance into the development area from the south 
which could accommodate senior football and / or rugby pitches while other areas 
as shown by the Landscape Framework Plan could accommodate smaller sports 
pitches.

The approximate dimensions of the outdoor sports facilities are as follows, 
their orientation and size adhering to standard guidance (see “The Design and 
Maintenance of Outdoor Sports Facilities”, by NPFA, Fields in Trust, 2004):

Football:  Football pitches range from senior pitches at 60m x 90m with a 3m run off 
to half the size for a junior pitch.

Rugby:  Senior rugby pitch dimensions range from League (68m x 122m) to Union 
(70m x 144m).  It should be noted that such pitches are largely accommodated 
towards the eastern edge of the development.
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Tennis: The dimensions for tennis are 35m x 14.5m per court allowing for the 
margins around the pitches/courts (in total 1 court is 0.06 ha, 2 courts are 0.12ha 
and 3 courts are 0.18ha, every additional court is a further 0.05 ha).

Bowls:  Provision for either crown or lawn bowls has been allowed for.  Sizes 
allocated are a maximum of 0.14ha with 36.6m2 for crown bowls and 42.8m2 for 
lawn.

All outdoor sports facilities will require relatively well drained, fl at land.  Football 
and rugby playing surfaces should not be steeper than 1:20 -100 along the line 
of play and 1:40-50 across the line of play.  Lawn and crown bowls have varying 
specifi cations according to rules of play but in general lawn bowls requires a fl at 
green whilst crown bowls are usually slightly raised in the middle. Tennis pitches 
should either be a porous macadam or acrylic surface.

Function of the landscape framework
• Provides a high quality sports facilities for the local community in a naturalistic 

setting

• The informal additional sports area creates a transition zone between the 
formal sports pitches and the residential areas to the west and the natural 
green space and countryside to the east

• New trees will act as a carbon sink

• Generates positive benefi ts in terms of health and wellbeing through active and 
passive /informal / formal recreation

Landscape treatment
Native tree and shrub species:

Alder (Alnus glutinosa)

Beech (Fagus sylvatica)

Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus)

Oak (Quercus robur)

Silver Birch (Betula pendula)

Wild Cherry (Prunus avium)

Alder Buckthorn (Frangula alnus)

Elder (Sambucus nigra)

Hazel (Corylus avellana)

Wild Privet (Ligustrum vulgare)

Grass / Wildfl ower seed mixes:

British Seed House A9 (General Outfi eld) suitable for outdoor sports

British Seed House A19 (All Purpose Landscaping)

British Seed House RE9 Farmland Mixture (MG6 Grassland)

British Seed House RE2 Lowland Meadow (MG9 Grassland) 

Management details
Sports facilities will have a high maintenance regime.

Grass sports areas will be sown with a general purpose sports fi eld mixture 
detailed above that provides quick establishment and forms a resilient surface.  
High maintenance regime will be required and tasks will differ depending on 
whether the pitch will be used for winter or summer sports.

Grassed areas in the additional sports area will be mown as required throughout 
the year, although the main mowing period will be between March and October.
  
Good drainage schemes and irrigation to maintain pitches to a satisfactory 
standard will be required as well as suffi cient margins between pitches and to 
allow for the movement of maintenance machinery.

Deciduous trees and shrubs will be planted in late October to late March, and 
evergreens September/October or April/May.  During the establishment period 
there will be adequate water supply, weed control and maintenance of the tree 
stock to achieve maturation of the planting.

Tree maintenance will take place outside of bird nesting season, and pruning 
undertaken during the dormant season following good horticultural practice.
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Cricket Ground (Formal gateway park)

Main characteristics/elements
This is a key formal gateway park leading into the proposed development 
connecting with Leicester’s green wedge and Hamilton Park to the south. 

This ‘formal gateway park’ combines parkland with community sports pitches as 
well as at its core, a cricket pitch.   Within the park there will be well maintained 
areas of grass, native tree and shrub planting, and areas of ornamental planting.  
Community sports pitches will consist of areas of closely mown hardwearing grass 
or hard surface with specifi c mowing requirements for the cricket square and 
outfi eld. 

Source: Corse Lawn Cricket Ground, Worcestershire 

Function of landscape framework
• Creates a sense of place and an attractive approach to the new development

• Creates a distinct green link to the community sports provision area, natural 
green space and the countryside beyond

• Connects to Leicester’s green wedge and its associated landscape features

• New trees will act as a carbon sink

• Serves as an attractive multi-functional space for local communities

• Generates positive benefi ts in terms of health and wellbeing through active and 
passive recreation

Landscape Treatment 

Native tree and shrub species within the gateway park:

Beech (Fagus sylvatica)

Crab Apple (Malus sylvestris)

Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus)

Oak (Quercus robur)

Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia)

Silver Birch (Betula pendula)

Wild Cherry (Prunus avium)

Alder Buckthorn (Frangula alnus)

Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea)

Elder (Sambucus nigra)

Guelder-rose (Viburnum opulus)

Hazel (Corylus avellana)

Holly (Ilex aquifolium)

Wild Privet (Ligustrum vulgare)
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Grass / Wildfl ower seed mix:

British Seed House A5 Cricket Mixture (A5)

British Seed House RE9 Farmland Mixture (MG6 Grassland)

British Seed House A19 9All purpose landscaping)

Management details
The cricket pitch/ formal gateway park will have a medium to high maintenance regime.

Deciduous trees and shrubs will be planted in late October to late March, and 
evergreens September/October or April/May.  During the establishment period there 
will be adequate water supply, weed control and maintenance of the tree stock to 
achieve maturation of the planting.

Tree maintenance will take place outside of bird nesting season, and pruning 
undertaken during the dormant season following good horticultural practice.

Grassed areas in the park will be mown as required throughout the year, although the 
main mowing period will be between March and October.  

Grass sports areas will be sown with a suitable sports fi eld mixture that provides quick 
establishment and forms a resilient surface.  High maintenance regime will be required 
especially during summer months for the cricket square and outfi eld.

Source: Corse Lawn Cricket Ground, Worcestershire
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LANDSCAPE TYPE – 6: 
ALLOTMENTS

6B

6C

Site Boundary

6. Allotments

6A

General Description
There are three allotment areas throughout the proposed development, one to 
the northeastern corner, another  to the south of the Southern Area, and a further 
allotment along the north eastern edge of the Northern Area, (close to Barkby) (6A, 6B 
and 6C).  The allotment areas will be defi ned by a native hedgerow with occasional 
hedgerow trees.  There will be mown grass pathways between allotment plots.  Where 
appropriate, allotments will lie adjacent to forest gardens and community orchards to 
achieve a cohesive community growing area.

Main characteristics / elements
The sizes of allotments will be based on Charnwood Borough Council’s guidance 
(see http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/allotments)  These sizes range from 84 
m2, 125m2, 167m2 to 251m 2.  Each allotment will be the responsibility of the plot 
holder as well as any perimeter fences and internal hedges within their plots. 

Source: Portishead Allotments
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Function of the landscape framework
• Achieves well managed, high quality and fully 

productive plots

• Creates attractive urban food growing areas for 
local communities

• Creates distinct areas that have a sense of place

• Enhances and connects to the biodiversity 
network

• New trees will act as a carbon sink

• Provides opportunities for local communities to 
come together

• Has positive indirect benefi ts in terms of health 
and recreation

• Supports sustainable development 

Landscape treatment
Native hedgerow and tree species:

Crab Apple (Malus sylvestris)

Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa)

Bramble (Rubus fruticosa)

Elder (Sambucus nigra)

Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna)

Hazel (Corylus avellana)

Grass / Wildfl ower seed mix:

British Seed House RE9 Farmland Mixture (MG6 
Grassland)

Management details
Grass paths between allotments will be regularly cut 
during the growing season.

Deciduous trees will be planted in late October to 
late March.  During the establishment period there 
will be adequate water supply, weed control and 
maintenance of the tree stock to achieve maturation 
of the planting.

Tree maintenance will take place outside of bird 
nesting season, and pruning undertaken during 
the dormant season following good horticultural 
practice.  Pruning and harvesting of fruit trees will be 
undertaken by local community groups.

Indicative sketch section through allotments, forest gardens and community orchards

Deciduous native hedgerows will be planted from 
mid-autumn to late winter.  The hedge will be kept 
weed free on each side and plants will be well-
watered during dry spells for the following two years.  
Hedge maintenance will take place outside of bird 
nesting season.

The maintenance of the allotments will either be the 
responsibility of Charnwood Borough Council or a 
local community association.
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