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Dear Inspector Housden and Inspector Baugh-Jones, 
 

Charnwood Local Plan Examination – Leicester and Leicestershire Housing and 
Employment Land Needs  
 

Thank you for your letter of Friday 18 November 2022.   
 
The Borough Council welcomes the detailed consideration you have given to the issues 
raised under Examination Matter 10.   I welcome the positive and supportive 
conclusions that you have arrived at in relation to strategic plan-making across 
Leicestershire, particularly the proposed approach towards the apportionment of 
Leicester City’s unmet needs to Charnwood and the commitment of partners in this 
endeavour.   
 
I am pleased that this now provides a clear route map for the resumption of our Local 
Plan Examination.  The Borough Council remains committed to working positively with 
all its partners to secure a sound Local Plan within the broad scope of its published 
timetable.  I am grateful for the opportunity to respond to your conclusions, as outlined 
in your letter, particularly in respect of the Borough’s minimum local housing need 
figure.  I concur that this will be beneficial in confirming the direction of travel for the rest 
of the Examination.  
 
In response, the Borough Council notes your conclusion that the minimum local housing 
need for Charnwood is confirmed as 1,189 new homes per annum.  It is noted that this 
figure will be subject to further testing during the resumed hearing session for Matter 4, 
and that it will take account of local circumstances particular to Charnwood that are 
evidenced in the Housing Needs Assessment (EB/HSG/1).  I can confirm that the 
Borough Council accepts this proposed way forward.  Nevertheless, for the avoidance 
of doubt I would reiterate that the Borough Council maintains its stated position on this 
matter.  Namely, that the correct affordability ratio to be applied to the Charnwood Local 
Plan remains the same as presented to the examination hearing sessions and as set 
out within its written statements.  Specific reference is made to the Borough Council’s 
response to Matter 10, Question 5. 
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Finally, please allow me to thank you for sharing the proposed next steps with the 
Council.  As stated above, this provides a helpful and clear route map to resume  the 
hearing sessions.  The Borough Council will continue to work closely with you both, 
through the Programme Officer, to expedite these forthcoming process stages as 
seamlessly and quickly as possible.  The Team and I will await your supplementary 
Matters, Issues and Questions and, as you have suggested, consider whether a 
Technical or Topic Paper is prepared to support the Borough Council’s response.   
 
I hope that the above is helpful and clear.  Should you have any questions please do 
not hesitate to contact, via the Programme Officer, either the Team or myself.  We will 
continue to do our best to ensure that the examination proceeds positively forward as 
planned.  
 
Yours sincerely  
  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Richard Bennett  
Head of Planning and Growth 


