
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mandarin by Charlotte Blunt – Adel Dam Nature Reserve 

Letter from your Leader 
  

Hello and welcome to the newsletter. I am the group leader Charlotte and 

I have led the Loughborough group for the past year. 
 

It has been a great year full of interesting talks and exciting coach trips. 

 

We have worked hard to put our group out there more and to increase 

membership. We have done this by talking to members of the public at 

events and via our wonderfully informative website. 

 

We hope you enjoy the newsletter and look forward to another great year 

with RSPB Loughborough. 

About the RSPB 

  

The RSPB is a charity, founded in 1889 to counter the barbarous trade 

in plumes for women's hats, a fashion responsible for the destruction of 

many thousands of egrets, birds of paradise and other species whose 

plumes had become fashionable in the late Victorian era. 

 

The RSPB is a non-statutory body incorporated by Royal Charter. The 

Charter was originally granted in 1904 and, together with the Statutes, 

provides the rules and guidelines under which the RSPB operates. 

 

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds is a registered charity: 

England and Wales no 207076 and Scotland SC037654 

 

For more information please visit www.rspb.org.uk 

 

Cover Photo 

  

The cover photo was taken by Charlotte Blunt at RSPB Adel Dam in 

Leeds. 

  

If you have a photo that you think is suitable for the front cover, please 

send it and a description to Charlotte and look out for it on future 

newsletter. 

More information online at 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/loughborough 

RSPB Loughborough Local Group 

Autumn/Winter 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/loughborough


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the RSPB Loughborough Group 

  

The group’s aim is to engage people in the work of the RSPB and 

nature conservation in general. We want to educate, inform and 

entertain people in the environment and all things nature related. The 

group wishes to support the RSPB both financially and promotionally 

to preserve bird life in the local environment. 

  

Our field trips are relaxed and carefully planned to give people a wide 

range of bird watching experience and to allow them to decide what 

sort of day they want. 

  

Our indoor meetings are held at Loughborough University in a 

modern, tiered lecture theatre with safe free parking outside. There is 

a sound system (with hearing loop) and wheelchair access. These 

meetings are accompanied by a presentation and photos. 

  

We pay for the best speakers and carefully choose subjects that make 

for a balanced programme throughout the year. As you would expect, 

we have bias towards bird subjects but other forms of wildlife are often 

covered too. We promise you a warm welcome but we won’t 

overwhelm you. 

Please see our website for more details: 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/loughborough 

Meeting Times and Costs 
  

Price per meeting: Group Member £3.50, Non-group Member £4 

 
Loughborough University students with Student Union card – free 

 

Group membership annual subscription rates: 

Adult £2, Family £4, OAP £2 

Meeting Place 
  

Loughborough University 

Lecture Theatre 

Brockington Building 

Epinal Way 

Loughborough 

LE11 3TZ 

  

There is ample free parking right outside the building. There is tiered 

padded seating. Wheelchair access, air conditioning and a sound 

system with a hearing loop - it is of more than adequate size for our 

audience, which gives everybody that bit of extra space.  

Do you want to be an RSPB volunteer? 

Volunteering with the RSPB is both fulfilling and rewarding, if you want to 

register your details with the RSPB to volunteer. There is a volunteer 

registration from that can be emailed to you, please contact someone in the 

committee for details. 

Indoor Meetings 
 
All meetings start at 7:45pm (unless stated otherwise). 
 
Friday 12 October 2018 
Ethiopia: Fascinating landscapes, birds, animals and ancient history by 
Paul Bingham 
 
Friday 9 November 2018 
The Jaguar Kingdom – birds and mammals of the Mato Grasso, Brazil by 
John Medlock 
 
Friday 14 December 2018 
India – birds, tigers and the Taj Mahal by Chris Hall 
 
Friday 11 January 2019 
Scotland – wildlife of the highlands by Sue Albett 
 
Friday 8 February 2019 

People for peregrines by Stefan Bodnar 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/loughborough


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Field Trips 
 

We meet outside the Brockington Building at Loughborough University 

and leave together on the coach. We travel on a comfortable coach 

with air conditioning. Please bring a packed lunch and a drink. Some 

reserves have a café or refreshment facilities. 

 

Price: Usually £20 (unless stated otherwise) excluding entry fees 

(where applicable). Bring your membership card if you have one. 

 

Sunday 7 October 2018 
Gibraltar Point National Nature Reserve – Lincolnshire 
Meet at 7:30 am 
 
Gibraltar Point National Nature Reserve covers three miles of coast 
from Skegness to The Wash. Habitats include sandy and muddy 
seashore, sand dunes, saltmarsh and freshwater marsh with ponds 
and lagoons. Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust manages this un-spoilt stretch 
of coastline for all to enjoy.  
 
Sunday 18 November 2018 
Holme Dunes - Norfolk Wildlife Trust – Norfolk 
Meet at 7:30 am 
 
Where the Wash meets the North Sea, Holme Dunes is superbly 
located to attract migrating birds. It also holds a variety of important 
habitats which support numerous other wildlife species including 
natterjack toads, butterflies and dragonflies, as well as a large number 
of interesting plants. 

Sherwood Forest Nature Reserve 

 

The RSPB is building a new visitor centre at Sherwood Forest which will be 

open in August 2018 when the RSPB will also take over management of the 

National Nature Reserve. It is an SSSI now to protect the very old oak 

trees.There will be lots of exciting events held at the site and a lot to get 

involved in. 

 

To learn more about this exciting project, please visit the new dedicated RSPB 

Sherwood Forest website, www.visitsherwood.co.uk which is regularly 

updated with the progress of the project. 

Email Communication 

  

If you would like us to send you email reminders to keep you up to 

date, please send your email address to Peter, the Membership 

Secretary, who will add you to the group mailing list - you can opt out 

of this at any time. 

 

All information can also be found on the website: 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/loughborough 

New leader needed! 

 
I have been the leader for the past year and have loved it, you are all great group 
members and it has been a pleasure being involved and getting to know you all. 
Leading the committee has been fun and inspiring.  
 
But it is with regret that I have to give my years notice as leader. My partner has 
got a job in Yorkshire, so we will be moving there before September, we are both 
very excited for the next adventure and to start our married lives in Huddersfield. 
 
The RSPB have already advertised the leader role on their website, please see 
the link below for more details. If anyone is interested or has any questions or are 
unsure if they should go for it, please feel free to speak to me, I am more than 
happy to give you more information on the role, what it involves and what to 
expect, it's not as scary as it seems! 
 
I will be overseeing the group until about June 2019, so I will be around for the 
next year, I am still attending the Bradgate Park Wildlife weekend on Saturday 
16th June and the Barrow Street Fair on Sunday 8th July, so please come and 
say hello if you are around. I will be attending the monthly talks still and the 
committee meetings. 
 
I have no doubt the group will continue as it has, the current committee is very 
strong and will continue to provide the great Loughborough group it has done for 
many years. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support during my leadership, it has helped a lot. 
 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/volunteering-fundraising/volunteer/volunteer-
opportunities/opportunities/704/ 

http://www.visitsherwood.co.uk/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/loughborough
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/volunteering-fundraising/volunteer/volunteer-opportunities/opportunities/704/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/volunteering-fundraising/volunteer/volunteer-opportunities/opportunities/704/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pin Badges 

  

We have had a pin badge box at our public events and made over £60 

from selling them. 

 

We are looking for volunteers to manage a pin box in your local pub, 

café, work or other places. All you need to do is keep the box stocked 

and collect the takings and pay the money raised to RSPB. 

  

If you are interested, please contact Charlotte for more information 

Postage Stamps 

  

Help us stamp out albatross deaths by giving us your used postage 

stamps - we can convert them to cash. 

  

If you have any Postage Stamps then please bring them to a 

meeting/walk/trip and hand them to any committee member. 

Or you can post them to: RSPB Stamps, PO Box 6198, Leighton 

Buzzard, Bedfordshire LU7 9XT. You can also hand them into a visitors 

centre or shop at an RSPB reserve. 

  

For every £1 we raise the Albatross Task Force can purchase a weight 

to sink tuna fishermen’s long line hooks away from danger to these 

magnificent birds. 

Membership and Events 

  

Loughborough Local group has a stall at a few events over the next few 

months. 

 

Cossington Open Gardens 

Sunday 27 May and Sunday 28 May 2018 11:00 am – 5:00 pm 

Great event for the whole family 

 

Bradgate Park Wildlife Weekend 

Saturday 16 June 2018 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Bradgate Park – Newton Linford 

Lots of wildlife related stalls and activities, great for children and 

families 

 

Barrow Summer Street Fair 

Sunday 8 July 2018 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Barrow Upon Soar High Street 

Free entry. Lots of craft and food stalls 

  

Please come along and show your support! 

Spotlight on… 
 

Cossington Meadows 
The area used to be worked for gravel extraction but that is now, the 
pits filled in and it has been a nature reserve since being bought by 
LRWT in 2004. 
 
There are several public footpaths crossing the reserve and full 
information is available on the LRWT website by clicking on the link 
above. 
 
There is so much to see here, there are several lakes where great 
white egrets have been seen, terns and reed warblers are also seen. 
There are nesting barn owls year round, they hunt at dusk. There have 
also been tawny owls and even a glossy ibis has been spotted last 
year! There are of course the more common species like robins and 
goldfinshes. But also other wildlife, foxes and badgers are present and 
various species of insects. 
 
Read more at: 
https://ww2.rspb.org.uk/groups/loughborough/places/271967/#tgPcwi6
HlpxIKwQU.99 

https://ww2.rspb.org.uk/groups/loughborough/places/271967/#tgPcwi6HlpxIKwQU.99
https://ww2.rspb.org.uk/groups/loughborough/places/271967/#tgPcwi6HlpxIKwQU.99


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have taken any photos during our field trips and would like to share them 

with other members, then please email them along with a description (what it is 

and where it was taken) to Charlotte and look out for it in future newsletters. 

Member’s photography Member’s photography 

Stunning view in Egton 

Bridge, Whitby by Charlotte 

Blunt 

Whitby Abbey by Charlotte 

Blunt 

sparrowhawk in a garden in 

Woodhouse Eves by David Fowley 

great spotted woodpecker in 

garden in Woodhouse Eves by 

David Fowley 

Male and female bullfinch feeding in a 

garden in Woodhouse Eves by David 

Fowley 

Great crested pochard by 

Joanna Richart 

Canada goose with goslings by Joanna 

RIchart 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trip Organiser 

Dave Newham 

davenewham55@gmail.com 

Website Editor & 

Membership Secretary 

Peter Farnworth 

Lboro.RSPBgroup@talktalk.net 

 

Programmer Secretary 

Joanna Richart 

joanna.richart@gmail.com 

Group Treasurer 

Andrew Bass 

Contact details of Committee Members 

Midlands Regional Office 

1
st
 Floor, One Cornwall Street 

Birmingham 

B3 2JN 

0121 262 6800 

Group Email address: rspbloughborough@hotmail.com 

Website: http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/loughborough 

Group Leader and Newsletter Editor 

Charlotte Blunt 

07946 660 982 

rspbloughborough@hotmail.com 

Future Newsletters 

  

If you have an interesting story you want to share with the group, or 

photos you want to share then please email the information to Charlotte 

and look for it in future newsletters! 

 

We want to share your exciting stories and photos with the rest of the 

group. 

Birdfair 2018 

  

This is the main event of the year for birdwatchers everywhere! 

 

A huge event with hundreds of stalls to buy equipment, books, 

information and a few competitions. You may also get to meet some 

famous conservationists who make a difference to the world. 

 

  

Birdfair dates: 

Friday 17 August - 9:00 am - 5:30 pm 

Saturday 18 August - 9:00 am - 5:30 pm 

Sunday 19 August - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

  

 

Location: Rutland Water, Egleton Nature Reserve, LE15 8BT 

  

Website: www.birdfair.org.uk 

mailto:davenewham55@gmail.com
mailto:Lboro.RSPBgroup@talktalk.net
mailto:joanna.richart@gmail.com
mailto:rspbloughborough@hotmail.com
http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/loughborough
mailto:rspbloughborough@hotmail.com
http://www.birdfair.org.uk/

