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Summer at the Outwoods has been consistently busy with the car park ge ng close to full 
most week days and filling up early on weekends – the wet summer does not seem to have 
kept visitor number down. 
 
We began July in the Outwoods by preparing for Loughborough in bloom. The glade area 
was mown and strimmed along with the grass around the café barn and car park. We also 
gave the charcoal area a good clear around and put down some rep le les, which the slow 
worms seem to have enjoyed as we have had many sigh ngs since, some mes as many as 3 
under 1 le.  
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Woodchip was re-applied around the picnic area, no ceboard, and sea ng areas near the 
café. This bough the rest of the area up to spec with the recently serviced play area chip. 



We hosted the presenta on at the beginning of the Loughborough in bloom judging day and 
then gave the judges a tour around leading from the back of the barn past the recently felled 
so wood planta on. The sea of foxgloves framing a view of Loughborough in the 
background impressed the judges and highlights the importance of the Outwoods 
restora on project. What was previously dark so wood plana on is now a bright open area 
suppor ng our precious bees and bu erflies.  
 

 
 
The tour con nued through the woods and into the glade area where we talked about the 
kiln and sculptures which remained. We also talked about the upcoming work in the glade 
before finishing the tour with a truck ride up to the car park. 
We went on to get awarded gold so the judges must have been happy with what they saw in 
outwoods and the rest of loughborough. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Just a couple of weeks later we began work pulling bracken in the glade with the help of BT 
openreach, who had given us a strong number of 11 volunteers. They worked diligently   
through the persistent rain that we had all become accustomed to this “summer”.   
A large area was cleared in the glade le ng light back down to the floor to give some other 
ground flora a chance. There has of course been re growth since the session, however it is 
short and weak, so if we keep on top of the same area every year then we should see 
reduced strength and spread of re growth and other species should begin to flourish. 
  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
We decided to remove the gravel from the pits in the 
outwoods lawn area next to the barn due to an incident 
last year where a piece of gravel was fired into a café 
window by a strimmer! We didn’t want to risk this 
happening again so the gravel was all removed and taken 
to moun ields commun y allotment where it was used 
for topping up the paths. We replaced the gravel with 
wood chip which we think fits the aesthe c of the area 
be er and can be topped up when required. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Dry stone walling has proven to be a par culartly welcomed ac vity for the green gym 
group. We have run a number of sessions over the summer and the volunteeers have relly 
enjoyed learning a new skill and the great sa sfac on that comes with stepping back and 
looking at a finsihed wall. The outwoods dry stone walls are a really important habitat as 
they provide fantas c habitat for our rep les. Slow worms and common lizards will use the 
walls as safe places to bask in the morning and then also hunt the inver brate that reside 
within, lastly, the dry stone walls provide safe and protected areas to hibernite over winter.  
Its also great to keep this dying art alive through passing knowledge to more people. Im sure 
the neighboring farmer also appreciates us helping to keep dogs and walkers off his land! 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 



Not bad at all for wallers in training 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New “No fire/BBQ”  signs have been put up around the barn and car park entrances into the 
wood due to a couple of camp fires which had been started in the barn earlier in the year. 
Fortunatley no damage was done to the barn despite one being right next to a column. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



In september, we held a volunteer session in conjuc on with the Trent Rivers Trust as part of 
their natura flood management project. The idea of the project is to undertake flood 
management work around the river soar catchement using natural methods. This both 
reduces local flooding and creates habitat diversity by holding water in places during high 
rainfall events. The guys at TRT had highlighted some areas to do the work where channels 
exist in the wood due to high water flow during heavy rain. Some of these were also causing 
damage to the paths where water was flowing across them. We have laid natural dams 
across the channels made of s cks and brash. The idea is to hold the water in these areas 
rather than let water just flow away. 
 
 
  
  
 



 
 
It was good for both staff and volunteers to learn this skill and we will be pu ng the skills to 
use in an upcoming project improving habitat for willow ts ( Red listed for conserva on 
concern) which have been reported next to the outwoods…watch this space. 
 
Wildlife Spots: 

 
 

This lovely scorpion fly came to 
visit us one lunch me at the 
outwoods garage. Al hough 
the tail looks like a s ng its 
actually entrirly harmless and 
just a clasping device used for 
ma ng. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



This rather photogening toad was found around the charcoal kiln area, co habita ng with a 
colony of red ants! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



A honey bee enjoying this years bumper crop of foxgloves in last years felled area 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Buzzards and Red Kites have also regularly been spo ed over the outwoods. We have also 
seen both species at once fending off a cla ering of jackdawns! 
 
 



Regular work in the outwoods: 

 Daily cleaning of toilets and replenishment of soap / toilet roll 
 Daily playground checks 
 Twice – weekly emptying of bins 
 Daily Primary route inspec ons 
 Twice – weekly li er picks of carparks and primary route  
 Closing of the woods during high wind events 
 Checks of all paths a er high wind events and removal of fallen branches / unsafe 

trees. 
 Removal of sycamore saplings  
 Mowing and strimming of café / barn area 
 Strimming of grass areas around car park 
 Removing encroachment around paths  

 

 




