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Watermead and Thurmaston Waterfront - Project Brief  
 
Introduction 
 
The Council would like to work with organisations and partners to develop a specific planning 
policy which will be used to guide future planning decisions in the Watermead and Thurmaston 
area in the South of Charnwood Borough. The Core Strategy policy will form a part of the Local 
Development Framework for Charnwood.   
 
This briefing paper explains how a policy for the Watermead and Thurmaston area might be 
developed through the statutory planning process and shows the key dates involved. 
 
The Charnwood Local Development Framework 
 
The Council is preparing a Core Strategy Development Plan Document (DPD) as part of its Local 
Development Framework (LDF). The planning documents that make up the LDF form a part of 
the wider development plan for the Borough. Decisions about whether to approve applications for 
planning permission are taken having regard to development plan policies and other material 
considerations and so they are an important document for partners, communities and business. 
 
More information about the Council’s LDF and Core Strategy can be obtained from our website 
here:  http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/charnwood2026
 
What work has been done so far? 
 
The Core Strategy process has so far not included reference to a specific policy for the 
Watermead and Thurmaston area. Rather, the 2008 Core Strategy Further Consultation Report1 
makes a number of other references including: to Watermead Country Park and the River Soar 
and Grand Union Canal corridor within the Green infrastructure and Regeneration themes; and 
the area based approach to South Charnwood. Particularly relevant are the general regeneration 
priorities for the borough which state: 
 

• Support for the role and function of the Borough’s district and local centres: to re-instil 
confidence in the larger towns and villages of Charnwood that serve as service centres by a 
variety of public realm improvements. 

• Retention and creation of small employment centres within Service Centres to improve 
their sustainability and to replace local industrial employment that has been lost; 

• To restructure existing employment space to allow the movement from traditional 
employment sectors to new high tech and knowledge based sectors and industrial 
floorspace to the provision of office space; 

• To provide premises for, and support to, business start-ups and micro-businesses 
(including those in the creative sector) across the Borough; to ensure that Charnwood can 
provide a spectrum of business property sizes of good quality and connectivity to 
accommodate growing businesses; 

• To support existing businesses, and to ensure that Charnwood is seen as a business-
friendly environment that encourages inward investment; 
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• to work with partners to improve the image of Charnwood and to positively market its 
economic potential; 

• to develop Charnwood as an exemplar centre for low carbon living, working and travelling; 
• To exploit the potential of Loughborough for the 2012 Olympics and use this as a catalyst 

to drive local regeneration and environmental improvement; 
• To address the skills gap at both the lower and higher ends of the skills spectrum to meet 

changing requirements created by both business needs and climate change / sustainability 
drivers; 

• To promote and link the Borough’s tourism assets to provide a tourism destination / offer; 
• to connect with and exploit regional links such as the National Forest, Great Central 

Railway, Grand Union Canal; 
• To exploit Charnwood’s waterfront (rivers, canal, Watermead Country Park) and open 

spaces (Charnwood Forest and possible linear park) better as an amenity for both 
residents and visitors and to provide better access for local residents; and 

• Target New Growth Point funding to help to integrate new growth within existing 
communities and to help address issues of social exclusion and improve community 
cohesion; 

 
The 2008 Core Strategy Further Consultation Report also sought views on the preparation of an 
Area Action Plan for the wider Thurmaston area with a view to regenerating the historic village 
centre and waterfront, improving community facilities and the public realm and addressing 
accessibility issues across the village. Although the response was small there was a consensus that 
this was a good idea. 
 
Responses to the 2008 Core Strategy Further Consultation Report by land owners and 
developers have expressed a desire to bring development forward within the Watermead area. 
Further representations have been made in response to a call for potential development sites as 
part of the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA)2. It is important that these 
ambitions are considered and balanced against other objectives in the Core Strategy. 
 
What are we seeking to achieve? 
 
A draft Core Strategy policy for the Watermead and Thurmaston area will be developed by 
officers of Charnwood Borough Council in line with the Planning Regulations. Working initially 
with partners and organisations it is proposed to formulate a draft policy that: 
 

• Embodies the long term vision for the area 
• Provides the core planning principles for the Watermead area; 
• Sets a boundary for the area of the policy’s influence; 
• Details any social or physical infrastructure required as a result of development (such as 

roads, community facilities or landscaping) 
• Sets out the principles for the design, energy efficiency and layout of buildings in 

development areas 
• Provides the basis for the preparation of more detailed Supplementary Planning 

Documents 
• Makes provision for Compulsory Purchase Orders if necessary 
• Makes specific allocations of land within the Core Strategy if necessary. 
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What will be the scope of the policy? 
 
The process to prepare the draft policy will consider amongst other things: 
 

• The protection and enhancement of ecology and landscape; 
• How pressures for tourism and recreation can be managed; 
• How accessibility into the Country Park from surrounding built up areas and countryside 

can be improved; 
• How land in different ownerships within the Country Park can be connected to improve 

the Park as a recreational asset; 
• The design, layout and energy efficiency of buildings and how the area can adapt to a 

changing climate; 
• The development opportunities along the Thurmaston waterfront that will help to 

regenerate the local economy and improve the quality of the public realm; and 
• The potential to improve the relationship of the waterfront with the Melton Road shopping 

area (The Local Centre). 
 
The issues raised during the workshop events will also inform the preparation of a Supplementary 
Planning Document, which will provide further guidance for specific development sites in the area. 
Work on the Supplementary Planning Document will continue after the draft policy has been 
prepared and it is envisaged that a draft will be published for consultation alongside the Core 
Strategy at the end of 2011. 
 
What is the project timetable? 
 
3rd December 2010 Stakeholder Workshop 1 – consideration of policy background and key 

issues (10am to 12pm) 
 
20th January 2011 Stakeholder Workshop 2 – discussion about the initial options for the draft 

policy 
 
February 2011 Finalise draft policy and publish on website in a topic paper 
 
End of 2011* Publication of pre-submission draft of LDF Core Strategy and draft 

Supplementary Planning Document for public consultation (*estimate) 
 
Further information 
 
Further information about the Core Strategy or the draft policy for the Watermead and 
Thurmaston Area can be obtained from: 
 
Richard Bennett 
Head of Planning Policy 
 
(01509) 634763   Richard.bennett@charnwood.gov.uk
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