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 Access and Connectivity 
 Development and Regeneration 

 
5 Towards a Policy for the Watermead Corridor 

 
6 Sustainability Appraisal – Summary of Findings 

 
7 Issues: 

 Is the Indicative Policy Area still entirely appropriate? 
 Is the approach to the regeneration of Thurmaston the most appropriate way 

forward?  
 Is the principle of development for employment at Wanlip Road supported? 
 Does the preparation of a Master Plan and Design Code meet aspirations for 

effectively reconciling development with the conservation and enhancement 
of the wider environmental and heritage assets of the Watermead Corridor? 

 Is the approach to the provision for sympathetic and appropriate development 
to support leisure and recreation uses within the Watermead Corridor 
supported? 

 
7 The next steps and closing remarks 
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Item 3 
 
Extract from Charnwood 2026 – Further Consultation October 2008 
 
“There are pockets of deprivation in Thurmaston which has some of the most deprived 
households in Charnwood. There are difficult structural issues within the village arising 
from the physical barriers presented by the A607 and the Midland Mainline railway, which 
undermine community cohesion and social inclusion. There is also a relatively poor 
physical environment as a result of unsympathetic or poor development over the years and 
areas that are deficient in recreation space.  The opportunities presented by the close 
proximity of Watermead Country Park and the waterfront area have not fully been realised. 
There are also issues with the viability of the local centre at Melton Road, which is not far 
from the ASDA store to the north.” 
 
“Due to the particular issues in .… Thurmaston the Council will consider preparing an 
Action Area Plan …. to provide the planning framework to guide regeneration and to 
assist in reaching agreement with the local community, partners and agencies as to the 
best way to address the issues. Area Action Plans are statutory planning documents 
prepared as part of the Local Development Framework and, when approved, will form part 
of the development plan. These plans would provide the catalyst for getting key 
landowners and agencies to work together to make a real and significant difference in 
these communities. It is important to be clear from the outset that addressing difficult 
issues will require difficult decisions.” 
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Item 5 
 
Towards a Policy for Watermead Corridor 

Central to the Watermead Corridor is an area of land that historically has been worked for minerals 
which now includes a series of water bodies and open land in various stages of restoration, parts 
of which are managed as a Country Park. The corridor provides a focus for the regeneration of 
Thurmaston to deliver a wider range of benefits to the local environment and economy while 
supporting sustainable growth. 

Background 

The Watermead Corridor is closely aligned with the River Soar and is bounded by major north-
south transport routes on either side of the river valley; the A607 to the east, and the A6 to the 
west.  To the south it extends into the City of Leicester and its northern limit is defined, for policy 
purposes, by the A46 and Meadow Lane, Syston, but its influence extends seamlessly into the 
river valley to the north. 

Substantial areas of the river valley lie within operational floodplain.  Built development has been 
restricted to more elevated sites flanking the valley at Syston, Thurmaston, Wanlip and Birstall, 
along with the Abbey and Rushy Mead wards within the City.  

The river valley has been extensively worked for the extraction of sand and gravel leaving a legacy 
of flooded pits, former landfill sites, relict woodland and disturbed land.  Natural colonisation has 
reclaimed much of the landscape, assisted by the intervention of the local authorities, to secure an 
extensive tract of countryside managed for the benefit of recreation, leisure and conservation.  
Watermead Country Park has continued to benefit from investment in improved facilities for public 
access and enjoyment. Limited resources have frustrated intentions to secure the delivery of a 
visitor centre to service the 250,000 visitors attracted annually. 

Local networks supported by linkages into the national cycle network ensure that the Country Park 
is well placed to support sustainable transport connections across the southern Soar Valley and 
into the City.  The sensitive management of the area for the benefit of wildlife also secures its 
contribution to the string of habitats defining the Soar Valley Living Landscape.   

Recreational Resource 

The value of the Soar Valley as a recreational and heritage asset it reflected in its recognition 
through the River Soar and Grand Union Canal Strategy (July 2009) as a potential hub for: 

 The development of a visitor centre to serve the Country Park and wider Soar Valley. 
 The provision of enhanced marketing, interpretation and visitor facilities 
 The expansion of public art, and,  
 The provision of new marina facilities with hotel and conferencing facilities with associated 

mixed uses. 

In combination these approaches will continue to ensure that the Country Park and adjacent open 
land may continue to fulfil its function as a strategically important Green Wedge helping to preserve 
the separate identity of communities on the fringes of Leicester.   

Regeneration Opportunities 

However, there are pockets of land within the Watermead Corridor which remain damaged by 
mineral operations where development might be harnessed to deliver wider regeneration benefits 
for the local environment and economy. The land concerned comprises two parcels situated to the 
north and south of Wanlip Road, accessed from an existing roundabout: 
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 Land adjacent to the Hope and Anchor public house – 5.8 hectares, and, 
 Land on the site of the former Wanlip Country Club – 12.5 hectares  

The Wanlip Country Club site previously has been granted planning permission for a 150 bed hotel 
and fitness complex.     

Thurmaston, in particular, is in need of appropriate interventions to secure its renewal and long 
term economic prosperity.  Indicators demonstrate pockets of below average older persons’ 
income, educational under-attainment, low levels of skills and training and a poor quality living 
environment leading to the designation of a Neighbourhood Priority Area within the northern sector 
of the village.  The area is bisected by the A607 and Midland Railway Line, isolating the community 
from newer development and related opportunities.  

The viability of the traditional village centre along Melton Road has been eroded by the 
development of a modern shopping complex off Barkby Thorpe Lane. Shops homes and 
businesses along Melton Road have not previously had any reason to exploit the environmental 
and commercial benefits to be derived from orientating towards the historic canal and now restored 
river valley countryside.  Connectivity to the Country Park is incidental and obscure.  The Parish 
Council has commissioned a master plan to demonstrate the scope for local environmental 
improvements to enhance connectivity to Watermead Country Park. The plan includes cycle and 
pedestrian links into the traditional village centre, and beyond into the extended village to the east 
of the A607.  

Redevelopment of Pinfold Industrial Park and Bridge Business Park 

Thurmaston has lost a number of local employment opportunities as major businesses have closed 
or left the locality.  That trend seems likely to continue as the remaining stock of office and 
manufacturing premises concentrated within the 12.5 hectare Pinfold Industrial Park and Bridge 
Business Park reaches the end of its useful life.  Subject to strategic flood risk assessment, areas 
of that site may be redeveloped for mixed uses including homes, shops, restaurants, businesses, 
canal related enterprises and offices. That approach will lead and complement efforts elsewhere 
along the Melton Road to create a new and vibrant Thurmaston Waterfront hub, exploiting and 
enhancing the relationship to the canal and the Country Park.  

Additional New Employment Development 

Additionally the evidence indicates that the total strategic employment needs for Charnwood within 
the PUA cannot reasonably be delivered within the Strategic Employment Site attached to the SUE 
alone.  A shortfall of ****m² for office space and ** hectares of general employment land is 
anticipated. Given potentially lengthy lead in times to secure essential infrastructure associated 
with the SUE it is anticipated that the predicted shortfall will be compounded by delays in delivery 
necessitating the identification of a readily available supply of employment land. 

The two parcels of land adjacent to Wanlip Road are well positioned to accommodate elements of 
the strategic employment need for the wider Principal Urban Area and to enable the regeneration 
of the Watermead Corridor through the retention of local employment opportunities.  They also 
provide a margin of flexibility within the employment land supply to respond positively to inward 
investment opportunities facilitating growth. Direct connections are afforded to the national trunk 
road network. Existing and potential sustainable transport links are available, particularly by 
footpaths and cycle ways, to neighbouring centres of population to encourage and facilitate 
commuting reducing dependency upon the private car and resultant congestion. 

A range of employment types will be expected reflecting the needs of businesses relocated from 
the Pinfold and Bridge Park estates within Thurmaston, and the needs of new employers attracted 
to the locality.  The policy will aim to ensure the delivery of a balanced portfolio of employment 
sites and to protect Leicester City Centre as the preferred location within the PUA for large scale 
office development, essential to the shared commitment to deliver the New Business Quarter. 
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Accordingly, it is necessary to limit the proportion of B1(a) office space allocated within the 
Watermead Corridor, other than for locally relocating facilities.  No size restrictions are applied to 
B2 and B8, general industrial and warehousing uses, in order to allow the site to respond flexibly to 
market demand. 

The overall approach aims to enable the regeneration and enhancement of the Watermead 
Corridor.  Detailed proposals in their design and layout will need to pay particular attention to their 
impact upon Watermead Country Park, the Grand Union Canal and prominent frontages to the 
public realm.  They will be expected to derive maximum advantage from that relationship, 
exploiting and enhancing public access routes and related facilities to integrate the renewed urban 
fabric with the natural landscape. 

Progress in the delivery of the policy will be monitored through the Annual Monitoring Report. 

Draft Policy  

We will promote the regeneration of land and property within the Watermead Corridor, as 
identified on the Proposals Map, to deliver: 

 Urban renewal along the Thurmaston waterfront and heritage canal,  
 Regeneration of Thurmaston village centre,  
 Improvement in connectivity with the adjacent Country Park,  
 Local employment opportunities,  
 Improvements in the prospects for the Neighbourhood Priority Area and wider 

community. 

We will do this by: 

1. Encouraging the redevelopment of property within the 12.5 hectare Pinfold Industrial 
Park / Bridge Business Park, along with other redundant land and buildings, to deliver:  

 a full range of housing types,  
 small scale offices,  
 live/work homes,  
 workspaces 
 larger business units 
 canal related development,  
 shops (A1),  
 financial and professional services (A2) 
 restaurants and cafes (A3),  
 drinking establishments (A4), and, 
 hot food takeaways (A5) 

The overall development will be required to deliver a coordinated series of public spaces 
affording improved access to the waterfront supported by enhanced connections 
between Watermead Country Park and the wider community via the network of routes 
identified in the Thurmaston Village Masterplan. 

2. Allocating 18.3 hectares for commercial development purposes on green field land 
located to the north and south of Wanlip Road in order to replace the loss of local 
employment opportunities and to provide a flexible supply of readily available 
employment land to contribute to the strategic needs of the Principal Urban Area and the 
needs of inward investors.  The range of uses permitted will include: 

 office and light industry (B1), 
 general industry (B2),  
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 storage and distribution (B8) and  
 hotel and ancillary (C1) uses.   

The quantity and proportion of each category will be determined by market demand, the 
needs of inward investors and the requirements of local businesses, particularly those 
displaced by the redevelopment of the Pinfold Industrial and Bridge Business Parks.  

No more than 10% of the Wanlip Road allocations may be developed for offices B1(a) of 
the Use Classes Order. Other than in the case of locally relocating businesses, or other 
exceptional circumstances, no single B1(a) office will be permitted where it would create 
a single office floor-plate exceeding 1,000 m² (net) in area, or where it would be capable 
of amalgamation to create a unit exceeding that threshold.  

Development proposals will be required to demonstrate that nearby communities, 
including residents within the Neighbourhood Priority Area, are able to gain easy access 
to the employment sites by a range of transport modes with direct connections into the 
adjacent Country Park cycle and pedestrian network.  

Measures to mitigate the highways and transport impact on the local road network of the 
development off Wanlip Road will include the submission and approval of a Green 
Travel Plan and such improvements to highway as may be required in consultation with 
the Local Planning and Highway Authorities. 

3. Requiring the preparation of a Masterplan in advance of the determination of any 
planning permission to set out in more detail the structure, content and phasing of 
development within the Watermead Corridor.  That plan will be prepared in consultation 
with the Local Planning Authority and key stakeholders.  No development shall take 
place on the sites until detailed design coding, incorporating comprehensive provision 
for landscaping and flood avoidance/mitigation, has been completed to the satisfaction 
of the Local Planning Authority.  Subsequent development shall be in accordance with 
the Masterplan and agreed design codes. 

Development will be required to minimise, through design, layout, and landscaping, its 
visual impact on retained water features, the heritage canal, Country Park and prominent 
frontages to the primary road network.  Buildings of landmark quality will be required on 
land fronting the A46/A607 roundabout and at the key entry points to the Country Park.   

4. Granting planning permission for a dedicated centre suitably located to service the 
needs of visitors to the Country Park along with facilities, amenities and ancillary 
structures required to support leisure and ecological management regimes incidental to 
public enjoyment of the park and adjacent areas of countryside within the Watermead 
Corridor.    
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Item 6 
 
Sustainability implications of the Watermead Corridor Options (Land Use 
Consultants – May 2012) 
 

1.1 The sustainability appraisal considered two options for the Watermead Corridor: 

Table 1 Charnwood Watermead Options Corridor  

Watermead 
Corridor 
Options 

Description of option, including broad direction of growth for 
residual development 

Option 1– 
include the 
Watermead 
Corridor policy 
in the Local 
Plan 

Regeneration of the Watermead Corridor area. 

 12.5ha Pinfold Industrial Park / Bridge Business Park to be 
redeveloped to deliver mixed uses – including homes, shops, 
restaurants, businesses, canal related enterprises and offices . 

 18.3ha commercial development north and south of Wanlip Road. 

 Visitor Centre along with facilities, amenities and ancillary 
structures required to support leisure and ecological management 
regimes at Watermead Country Park. 

 Transport and Landscape mitigation measures to be incorporated in 
design of scheme. 

Option 2 – do 
not include the 
Watermead 
Corridor policy 
in the Local 
Plan 

None of the above regeneration elements would be provided for, 
such that: 
 Pinfold Industrial Park / Bridge Business Park would remain in 

current uses. 
 Land to the north and south of Wanlip Road would remain 

greenfield. 
 Watermead Country Park would remain in its current state, with no 

Visitor Centre or other enhancements. 

 

1.2 Table 2 summarises the potential sustainability effects identified for options options, and 
provides a graphic comparison between the options.  The detailed appraisal matrices for each 
option are presented in Appendix 2 of the main report. 

1.3 Overall, the sustainability effects of including the Watermead Corridor regeneration policy in the 
Local Plan are largely positive in relation to the social and economic SA objectives, because of the 
provision of new housing and employment opportunities, the enhancement of Thurmaston 
Waterfront and the proximity to existing open space that would be accessible to local people.  The 
effects in relation to the environmental SA objectives are mixed due to new employment land at 
Wanlip Road being development on greenfield land, and the potential for the development to 
affect sensitive receptors such as biodiversity, landscape, historic assets etc.   

1.4 A significant positive effect has been identified in relation to SA objectives 3 (vibrancy and 
viability of settlements), 15 (access to the countryside), and 16 (sustainable economy).  Only one 
significant negative effect has been identified if the Watermead Corridor regeneration policy is 
included; as it is within an area of high flood risk, a significant negative effect may occur on 
objective 8 (vulnerability to flooding).  These effects are described in more detail below. 

1.5 If the Watermead Corridor regeneration policy were not included in the Local Plan, no significant 
effects are anticipated.  Overall there will be no effect on environmental objectives, and a minor 
negative effect on social and economic objectives, as this would prevent regeneration in the area 
and would not deliver extra housing, employment or improved access to open space. 

1.6 The majority of the effects identified are likely to be permanent and long-term; however effects 
associated with the construction phase of new developments (e.g. the effects of increased HGV 
traffic on air quality, SA objective 6) would be short-term and temporary.  Most of the effects 
would be direct; however indirect positive effects on reducing crime rates (SA objective 11) could 
result from the provision of employment land, which could provide more job opportunities within 
the borough and lead to generally increased prosperity. 
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Effects identified for the Watermead Corridor policy options on 
Environmental Objectives 

1.7 A significant positive effect is expected for SA objective 3 (settlement viability) if the Watermead 
Corridor policy option were included in the Local Plan.  The development area is within a Green 
Wedge, which includes the Watermead Country Park, and despite the allocation of land north and 
south of Wanlip Road for employment development, the Country Park will be maintained as a 
large area of open space, water bodies and greenfield land, providing a barrier to the coalescence 
of Thurmaston and Birstall.   The overall intention of the policy is to deliver urban renewal of the 
Thurmaston waterfront and heritage canal, regenerate the village centre, improve connectivity 
with the adjacent Country Park, secure local employment opportunities and improve prospects for 
the Neighbourhood Priority Area and wider community.  Therefore, the regeneration of the 
Watermead Corridor and protection of the Country Park within the Green Wedge between 
Thurmaston and Birstall is likely to have a significant positive effect on the viability and vibrancy 
of Thurmaston in particular.   

1.8 If the Watermead Corridor policy option were not included in the Local Plan, there would be 
potential for a minor negative effect on settlement viability due to regeneration being prevented 
at Wanlip Road and Pinfold Industrial Park and Bridge Business Park.  The Watermead Country 
Park would however, maintain the barrier to coalescence between Thurmaston and Birstall, 
therefore the effect on SA objective 3 would be mixed as there would be no effect on the 
settlement coalescence element of SA objective 3.  There is expected to be no effect on other 
environmental objectives if the Watermead Corridor policy option were not included, as there 
would be no detrimental impact, or positive enhancement of biodiversity, landscape, historic 
features, water quality/quantity, air quality, flooding, land/soil or resources. 

1.9 Despite the significant positive effect on SA objective 3 if the Watermead Corridor policy option 
were included in the local Plan, the draft policy has the potential for some negative effects (mostly 
minor) on the environment as described below. 

1.10 While the majority of the Corridor area is greenfield land; some of the development proposed in 
the policy is on brownfield land (i.e. redevelopment of Pinfold Industrial Park/Bridge Business 
Park), therefore effects on habitats and species, landscape, heritage assets and soil in those areas 
of the Corridor should be negligible.  Conversely, the 18.3 ha of land proposed for new 
employment development north and south of Wanlip Road is greenfield, and therefore is likely to 
result in some habitat loss with potential negative effects on the species those habitats support, 
unless provision is made for new green infrastructure alongside the employment development.     

1.11 In addition to potential effects on biodiversity, the land north and south of Wanlip Road is in the 
northern part of the Corridor, which lies within the Wreake Valley and High Leicester Landscape 
Character Areas in zone 28 of the landscape sensitivity and capacity appraisal, which assessed the 
zone as having medium capacity for development because of the flatness of the land and its 
openness to public view.  Therefore, there could be some minor negative effects on landscape 
character in this location, although no effects are expected from redevelopment of the Pinfold 
Industrial Park/Bridge Business Park. 

1.12 There is no high quality agricultural land within or adjacent to the Watermead Corridor (land is 
either urban or grade 4 agricultural land), thus there is likely to be no negative effects on soil 
quality.   

1.13 The redevelopment of Pinfold Industrial Park/Bridge Business Park and development the land 
north and south of Wanlip Road is in proximity to one AQMA, along the A607 in Thurmaston; 
therefore air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions may be exacerbated if traffic movements 
are increased due to the new developments proposed, although a number of transport mitigation 
measures are proposed in the draft policy, including requiring submission of a Green Travel Plan, 
as well as a requirement for development proposals to demonstrate that nearby communities are 
able to gain easy access to the employment sites by a range of transport modes with direct 
connections into the adjacent Country Park cycle and pedestrian network.  

1.14 The redevelopment of Pinfold Industrial Park/Bridge Business Park and 18.3ha commercial 
development at Wanlip Road may lead to increased waste generation during construction and 
subsequent uses on these sites, although as the Business/Industrial Parks are located on 
brownfield land there may be opportunities for reusing existing building materials.  Development 
of this scale will also lead to increased use of aggregates for construction, and it is uncertain the 
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extent to which recycled and secondary aggregates may be used.  However, there appears to be a 
number of inert waste facilities within the Watermead Corridor, which could have a positive effect 
on enabling the reuse of construction and demolition materials as we as recycled and secondary 
aggregates, although this is uncertain as it is not known to what extent the waste sites include 
aggregate recycling facilities.  

1.15 The whole of the Watermead redevelopment Corridor including the Bridge Industrial Park (and 
some of the Pinfold Industrial Park) are within areas of high flood risk (zone 3a) and the majority 
of new development proposed (at land north and south of Wanlip Road) is on greenfield land, 
therefore a significant negative effect in relation to flooding could occur due to increases in 
impermeable land.  The Pinfold Industrial Park and Bridge Business Park redevelopment would be 
on brownfield land already in employment uses but may introduce more vulnerable uses (such as 
housing/hotels/restaurants etc.), and due to their locations close to the waterfront may increase 
risk of harm to people and properties.   However, as the Watermead Corridor option involves 
protecting large areas of green infrastructure such as the Watermead Country Park and the ‘Soar 
Valley Living Landscape’, permeable land and flood alleviation areas should be retained and will 
encourage infiltration.  In addition, the draft policy recognises the flood risk in the area and states 
in the policy itself that “No development shall take place on the site until detailed design coding, 
incorporating comprehensive provision for … flood avoidance/mitigation, has been completed to 
the satisfaction of the Local Planning Authority”.  The supporting text also notes that 
redevelopment of the Pinfold Industrial Park and Bridge Business Park will be subject to the 
findings of strategic flood risk assessment.  

1.16 If the Watermead Corridor option is not taken forward, there is likely to be no effect on flood risk 
in the area. 

Effects identified for the Watermead Corridor Policy options on 
Social Objectives 

1.17 The effects on the social SA objectives would be broadly very similar if the Watermead Corridor 
policy option were to be included in the Local Plan, with all predicted effects on objectives being 
positive, due to the provision of new housing, access to open space and encouragement of 
healthy lifestyles through improved walking and cycling access to the Country Park, and a 
significant positive on objective 15 due to the improvements made to Watermead Country Park 
through the provision of a new visitor centre.  Despite the fact that the option is expected to have 
a positive effect on all social objectives, objectives 11 and 14 are uncertain because they rely on 
principles of good design to be incorporated into the development schemes, as well as provision of 
community services and facilities, none of which will be known until more detailed proposals are 
put forward for the development area.  

1.18 Conversely, if the Watermead option were not to be included in the Local Plan, the overall effect 
on social objectives would be negative, due to regeneration being prevented in the area.  There 
would not be an effect on access to countryside, as the existence of the Watermead Country Park 
ensures that some provision is already made for existing local residents. 

Effects identified for the Watermead Corridor Policy options on 
Economic Objectives 

1.19 The Watermead Corridor option involves the provision of 18.3ha of new commercial development 
at Wanlip Road, and 12.5ha redevelopment of Pinfold Industrial Park/Bridge Business Park to 
mixed uses including shops, offices, restaurants etc., which should have a significant positive 
effect on encouraging inward investment to this area.  The provision of employment land should 
also help to provide employment opportunities.  In particular, the provision of employment land to 
the north and south of Wanlip Road, and regeneration of Pinfold Industrial Park and Bridge 
Business Park should help to ensure that sustainable communities are created, where journeys to 
work are shorter and more likely to be made via sustainable transport. 

1.20 If the Watermead Corridor draft policy were not included in the Core Strategy, the prevention of 
regeneration in this area means a minor negative effect has been identified on the economic 
objectives.   
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Recommendations relating to the Watermead Corridor Policy 
options 

1.21 A number of mitigation measures for some of the potential negative effects described above are 
already addressed through requirements in the draft Watermead Corridor policy, such as where it 
states that “no development shall take place on the site until detailed design coding, incorporating 
comprehensive provision for landscaping … mitigation, has been completed to the satisfaction of 
the Local Planning Authority”.  It also requires that “development will be required to minimise, 
through design, layout, and landscaping, its visual impact on retained water features, the heritage 
canal, Country Park…” thus the minor negative impacts on landscape should be addressed and 
reduced.  In addition, the supporting text for the Watermead Corridor policy also states that 
“sensitive management of the area for the benefit of wildlife also secures its contribution to the 
string of habitats linked by the river forming the Soar Valley Living Landscape”.  Therefore, there 
is recognition of the important habitats within the Watermead Corridor, their connectivity, and the 
need for regeneration proposals to take these into account.  There is also a requirement for a 
flood avoidance and mitigation to be addressed, as well as measures to improve sustainable 
transport options.  

1.22 In addition to the specific policy requirements, avoidance of negative effects could be achieved 
through careful design of the new developments, and through the development and 
implementation of other Local Plan policies.  Requiring new housing and employment 
development to incorporate SuDS and green space could reduce the potential for the development 
of greenfield land to increase overall flood risk, and requiring new residential development to 
include an appropriate level of affordable housing will help to ensure that high quality new 
housing is accessible to all those in need.  Overarching environmental protection policies should 
be included in the Local Plan, to ensure that development has no adverse impacts on designated 
and undesignated biodiversity assets, landscape character or historic assets.  In addition, more 
specific criteria relating to potentially affected habitats, species, landscapes/townscapes/views, 
historic assets, open spaces etc. will need to be included in policies relating to the final locations 
selected for inclusion in the Local Plan. 

Table 2 Summary of SA findings for Watermead Corridor policy options 

SA Objectives  Option 1 – include 
Watermead Corridor 
policy  

Option 2 – do not 
include Watermead 
Corridor policy 

Environment:   

1:   To maintain and enhance 
biodiversity, flora and fauna and geodiversity 0/? 0 

2: To maintain and enhance townscape 
and landscape character ? 0 

3 To increase the vibrancy and viability 
of settlements  0/ 

4; To conserve and enhance the 
historic and cultural environment 0? 0 
5:    The protect and improve surface and 
ground water quality and resources 0//? 0 
6: To improve local air quality 

?/?T 0 
7: To reduce the Borough’s contribution 
to and vulnerability to climate change 
including a reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions 

/? 0 

8:   To reduce vulnerability to flooding ? 0 
9: To reduce waste and conserve 
mineral resources ?/? 0 
10: To protect soil resources and quality / 0 



 
Charnwood Local Plan Core Strategy – Watermead Policy Consultation – 26 June 2012 

SA Objectives  Option 1 – include 
Watermead Corridor 
policy  

Option 2 – do not 
include Watermead 
Corridor policy 

and make efficient use of land and buildings 
Social:   
11:   To reduce poverty and social 
exclusion, reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and increase community safety 

? ? 

12: To increase healthy lifestyles  ? 
13:    To ensure that the housing stock 
meet the housing needs of all sections of the 
community 

  

14:   To increase access to a wide range 
of services and facilities ?  
15:   To increase access to the 
countryside, open space and semi urban 
environments (e.g. parks)  

 0 

Economy:   

16:   To encourage a sustainable 
economy supported by efficient patterns of 
movement attractive to investors  

  

17:   To reduce disparities in economic 
performance and improve skills and 
employability  

?  

Key to symbols used in appraisal matrices 

Symbol Meaning 
 Significant positive effect (i.e. a move towards the objective) 

 Marginal positive effect (i.e. a move towards the objective) 

0 There is no relationship or no significant relationship between the objective 
and the policy/option 

? It is not known whether the policy/option will move towards or away from the 
objective (another form of uncertainty) 

Neutral Performance against this objective is neutral 

 Significant negative effect (i.e. a move away from the objective) 

 Marginal negative effect (i.e. a move away from the objective 

D Effect depends on how the policy is implemented (one form of uncertainty) 

T Denotes a temporary effect 
(Effects are permanent if this symbol is not used) 
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