
APPEALS AND REVIEWS COMMITTEE 
26TH MARCH 2018 

 
Report of the Head of Strategic Support 

 
ITEM 5 BOROUGH OF CHARNWOOD (91 CHAVENEY ROAD, 

QUORN) TREE PRESERVATION ORDER 2017 
 
Following concern that possible works on the west and northwest sides of a 
mature copper beech (sitting within the perimeter of 91 Chaveney Road, 
Quorn with a substantial root buttress across the boundary into 93 Chaveney 
Road, Quorn) would be to the detriment of aesthetics, the structural 
framework and health of the tree, and to the significant contribution the copper 
beech made to the visual amenity of the area, the Council’s Head of Planning 
and Regeneration decided that it would be appropriate to make a Tree 
Preservation Order to protect the tree.   
 
Therefore, an Order was made on 30th October 2017 to provisionally protect 
the tree. 
 
A copy of the Order is attached at Annex 1. 
 
An objection to the Order was received from the owners of 93 Chaveney 
Road, Quorn on 22nd November 2017. 
 
A copy of the objection is attached at Annex 2. 
 
The Head of Planning and Regeneration’s comments on the issues raised in 
the objection are attached at Annex 3. 
 
In conclusion, the Committee is asked to consider the issues raised by the 
objectors and the comments of the Head of Planning and Regeneration in 
accordance with the procedure set out and determine whether or not the Tree 
Preservation Order should be confirmed. 
 
 
Officer to contact:   Nadia Ansari 
    Democratic Services Officer 
    01509 634502 
    nadia.ansari@charnwood.gov.uk    
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APPEALS AND REVIEW COMMITTEE - 26TH MARCH 2018  
 

ANNEX 3 - REPORT OF THE HEAD OF PLANNING AND REGENERATION 
 

Provisional Tree Preservation Order – 91 Chaveney Road Quorn 

1.0  Introduction 

1.1 Background 
 
In October 2017 the Council received a request to place a tree preservation order on a 
substantial tree to the front of 91 Chaveney Road Quorn from the owner of the property who 
also requested guidance on its management. I advised commissioning a full tree survey of all 
their trees as there are substantial trees also to the rear and that such a report would advise 
on its management. I advised using competent consultants and competent tree surgeons such 
as are approved, chartered or otherwise certified by an Arboricultural and /or forestry 
professional organisation. The site was visited and photographs taken on 26 October 2017. 
 
The tree is a substantial mature Copper Beech –Fagus sylvatica Purpurea – and provides 
valuable amenity as part of the overall sylvan suburban characteristic of this part of the 
settlement of Quorn.  
 
The owner felt the tree was vulnerable to poor pruning practises as it is not in a Conservation 
Area and was not covered by a Tree Preservation Order, and the law allows for neighbours to 
prune back to the boundary line without consideration to the overall aesthetic of the tree.  
So, given the prominance of the tree and its role in a mature sylvan suburban setting it was 

considered appropriate to create a provisional Tree Preservation Order (TPO) to ensure a 

reasonable degree of scrutiny over any pruning work that may be carried out on it.  

A  Tree Presevation Order  was served on the 30 October  2017 to allow the immediate 

protection of the tree at the property. The neighbour raised an objection of the basis that 

they claim  the previous incumbant of my post, Mr Chris Buckingham did not consider it for 

TPO and that previous works had been carried out with the Councils consent. This does not 

make sense as Charnwood Borough Council’s consent was never required prior to the 

recent creation of the Provisional Tree Preservation Order.   

There seems to be a discrepancy in the objection which suggests that the owner is unwilling 

to allow its management. The Objectors however recount that 6 years ago they had 

consulted their neighbour and that they used a tree surgeon chosen by their neightbour. This 

suggests that the owner was amenable to allowing works to be carried out. However the 

owner is concerned about the unbalanced appearance and did not wish this to be 

exacerbated.  

I advised the owner that they ought to carry out works to provide clearence from both their 

own house and that of their neightbour and the the crown should be cleared of deadwood 

and selectively crown reduced to reshape and rebalance the crown. 

 

1.2 The Site 

The property lies to the north eastern side of Chaveney Road to the west of Quorndon also 

known as Quorn,  a key settlement of the Borough of Charnwood.  
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1.3  Condition of the tree 

The tree exhibits the form and characterisitc of a tree expected for a suburban location.  It is 

a mature tree and has a reasonable form. 

 

2.0  The Objection to the Order 

The objection referenced a small number of reasons against the Order. 

(i) The tree will be left unmaintained 

(ii) The tree will “grow under the roof tiles” of No. 93  

(iii) The objectors consider it “unreasonable” to place the tree under protection as 

they interpret this to mean they cannot “protect their property from avoidable 

damage”. 

(iv) They claim the tree tree is neglected by the owner. 

(v) They allege  “a precedent established that the tree does not require TPO” 

The objection included some photographs which were taken at angles which gave the 

impression the crown over hangs no 93 more than it actually does. One photograph from the 

neighbour’s house gives the impression that the tree has an even balanced crown. 

No other representations have been made in relation to the Order. 

 

3.0 Response to the Objection 

The TPO was considered important to protect this tree from unbalanced pruning as is 

evident in its current form. The objection points are herewith addressed: 

(i) The owner of the tree has sought advice on its managememt and has, since the 

serving of the TPO,  submitted an application P/17/2502/2 to undertake pruning 

for which they have received conditional consent. 

(ii) The consented works cover  pruning to give up to 2 m clearence between the 

tree and the neighbours roof.  

(iii) The consented works will allow for the owners and neighbouring houses to be 

free of interfering growth from the tree. 

(iv) The request for the TPO and the  now consented TPO Tree Works application 

demonstrate that the owner is managing the tree. 

(v) There is no precedent on record to suggest that the tree would not merit TPO. 

While the Council’s previous officer with responsibility for protected trees may 

have visited and given advice there has been no official monitoring or protection 

afforded the tree until the current Provisional TPO was served. 

 

4.0 Conclusion  

The reason put forward to remove the protection afforded the Order is not considered 

justified.  The owner has sought and received consent to carry out partial crown reduction to 
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provide reasonable clearance between the tree, the owners house and the neighbour’s 

house and to correctively rebalance the crown. The series of photographs attached herewith 

illustrate the importance of this tree in its context. No evidence was submitted to support a 

claim that the tree was is a poor or dangerous condition or presents an unacceptable safety 

risk.  

Removing the Order would potentially leave the tree unprotected and open to being 

adversely trimmed on the east side, as common law would allow, to the long term detriment 

of the trees form and the landscape character of this suburban part of Quorn. 

Therefore it is my opinion that this objection should be dismissed.  

The committee is therefore recommended to confirm the Order without modification. 

(Supporting photographs attached at Appendix A)  

 

Contact Officer: 

Nola O’Donnell MAgrSc Dip (hons) LA CMLI 

Senior Landscape Officer  

Tel: 01509 634766 

trees@charnwood.gov.uk  
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Appendix A 

Photographs 

                    

The degree of overhang is far less for the neighbouring property than for the tree owner and 

is heavier on the owner’s side resulting in a lack of balance in the crown. 

 

 

This image demonstrates that the crown is heaviest toward the tree owner’s house. 
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This image shows that the tree is not touching the objector’s roof. The branches which 

appear aligned with the roof are to the foreground of the roof. 
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Appendix B 

Tree Officers Report 0212 

 

CHARNWOOD BOROUGH COUNCIL  
DIRECTORATE OF PLANNING, REGENERATION & REGULATORY 
SERVICES 
 
Officer Recommendation Report 
 

APPLICATION NUMBER: P/17/2502/2 
 

PROPOSAL: reduce spread by 1.5-2 meters to improve symmetry of 1 Copper 
beech tree   (Tree Preservation Order) 
 

LOCATION:  91 Chaveney Road, Quorn LE128 AB 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  CONDITIONAL CONSENT 
 

 

COMMENTS: 

SPECIES: BEECH; COPPER FAGUS SYLVATIC PURPUREA 

AGE CLASS: MATURE 

CHARACTER DESCRIPTION/STRUCTURE: LARGE TREE CONSTRAINED ON WESTERN SIDE; 
REQUIRES ONLY MINOR WORKS TO WESTERN SIDE AND WORKS TO RE-BALANCE NORTH EAST 

AND SOUTH. 

HEALTH/ CONDITION: GOOD 

AESTHETIC VALUE: HIGH 

PUBLIC AMENITY: HIGH 

 VISIBILITY: high 

PROPOSAL EFFECT /IMPACT: IF WORKS EXECUTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH BS 3998:2010 

TREE WORKS THEN RESULTING EFFECT WILL RESTORE BALANCE TO THE CROWN AND 

IMPROVE ITS CONDITION BY REMOVING POOR STRUCTURES AND DEADWOOD. 
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Contribution to the street scene - Photo date 13 December 2017 
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The tree requires only minimal intervention of the western side to pull  

the crown back by 1.5m – photo date 26 October 2017  
 
Nola O’Donnell  
Senior Landscape Officer 
Telephone: 01509 634766 
DATE:  29 January 2018 
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Appendix C The decision notice letter for P/17/2502/2 

Work to Trees with a Preservation Order 
 

Grant Conditionally 

 
 
 

 
Charnwood Borough Council 

Development Management, Southfield Road,  
Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 2TN 

Beddow Tree Specialists 
Thorneyfields Farm 
Desford Road 
Kirby Muxloe 
Leics 
LE9 2BE 

   
 

Details of Application 

APPLICATION NO: P/17/2502/2 

PROPOSAL: 
Reduce spread by 1.5-2 meters and 2 meters to improve 
symmetry of 1 Cooper Beech tree (Tree Preservation Order).  

LOCATION: 91 Chaveney Road, Quorn, LE12 8AB 
APPLICANT Mrs Sutton 

Details of Decision Please Read All the Information in this Decision Notice. 

Charnwood Borough Council has considered the application under the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1990, and grants permission for the development described in 
the submitted documents and on any accompanying plans and drawings. 
 
This permission is granted subject to the following Conditions and Reasons why they have 
been imposed 
 
1.  The works hereby granted consent shall be carried out in accordance with British 

Standard Recommendations for Tree work - BS 3998:2010 
REASON: To make sure that the works are carried out in a way which safeguards the 
health and amenity of each tree. 
 

2.  No work on tree surgery shall be carried out until such time as precise details have 
been agreed on site with the local planning authority. 
REASON: To ensure works are carried out in line with good arboricultural practice 
and avoid works that may cause harm. 

 
The requirements of these conditions must be complied with. 
 
The following notes should be taken into account when carrying out the development 
 
1. Nesting birds are protected under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), 

therefore should nesting birds be present in the trees subject to the consent, work 
should be deferred until the young birds have fledged. The nesting bird period is 
considered to take place between March to August inclusive, but may start earlier and 
extend later. For advice, please contact Charnwood Borough Council’s Senior 
Ecologist on 01509 634729. 
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2. All bats species and their roosts are legally protected under the Conservation of 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended).  Should bats be found prior to 
or during the course of tree work, work should immediately stop and advice from 
Natural England should be obtained and fully implemented before work can resume.  
Natural England's Batline can be contacted on 01509 672772.   

3. This tree has been constrained on its westerns side as a result of previous pruning 
resulting in excessive growth to the north and east. The aim of the proposed work 
should be to reduce the preponderance and to restore balance while still addressing 
the need to give spatial clearance from the house to no more than 2m metres and to 
the neighbour’s house roof line to no more than 1.5m. 
 

 

 

 
Richard Bennett 
Head of Planning and Regeneration  31 January 2018           
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