
BUSINESS UNITS IN SILEBY SCRUTINY PANEL 
WEDNESDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER 2011 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
 
 

PRESENT:  The Chair (Councillor Jukes)  
   Councillors Brown, Day, Seaton and Shepherd  
 
APOLOGY: Councillor Capleton 
 
The Head of Financial and Property Services, Property Manager and Premises 
Supervisor attended the meeting to assist the Panel. Representatives from the Oak 
Tenants Association were also in attendance. 
 
1.  DOCUMENTS FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE PANEL 
 
Copies of the following documents were available for the Panel’s reference:  
 
• Notes from the Panel’s meeting held on 18th July 2011.  
• Updated scope document for the Panel’s reference 
 
2.   DRAFT REPORT OF PANEL 
 
The Panel considered its draft report, amended after its meeting on 18th July 2011. 
 
The following points were noted: 
 
• There had been some confusion over what was agreed at the previous meeting in 

respect of the timescale for implementing the reappraised rental rates of the 
District Valuer. The Panel were informed that the new rates would be 
incorporated immediately for new tenants and upon the expiration of existing 
lease agreements for current tenants.  

• The Panel sought clarification on whether or not it was necessary for Cabinet to 
make the final decision on the implementation of the District Valuer’s 
reappraised rental valuations.  The Panel was informed that the power was 
delegated to officers.    

• Members of the Tenants’ Association expressed concern that they had not been 
able to view the revised rents for their own properties. Tenants and the Panel 
were informed that the District Valuer’s rates would only be incorporated at the 
end of existing tenancy agreements but that figures relating to individual tenants 
would be released confidentially to individual tenants.  Officers representing CBC 
stated that it would not be appropriate to release all information through the 
tenants association and that the confidentiality of individual tenants needed to be 
respected. 

• The Panel requested that CBC officers release the information coming from the 
district valuer’s report to individual tenants as soon as possible. 



• Members of the panel expressed concerns that there continued to be problems 
with communication between CBC and the Tenants‘Association. 

• Members of the Tenants’ Association stated that it continued to be difficult to 
obtain accurate figures for the value to the Council of the Oak.  Tenants’ 
Association representatives suggested that according to their calculations, the 
Centre raised approximately £30k per year if the recharges across the council 
were taken out.  CBC officers present at the meeting acknowledged that this was 
probably true but that the council operated on a basis of recharges.  This process 
was agreed by the Audit Commission. 

• The Panel agreed with suggestions raised by Tenants’ Association members that 
the Cabinet Lead Member meets with the Tenants’ Association as a way of 
addressing ongoing issues.  The Panel agreed to add this suggestion as a further 
recommendation in its final report. 

• The Panel discussed whether or not it was necessary for them to meet again 
once the recalculated rental values had been distributed to tenants.  It was 
determined that this was not necessary and the Panel’s report was shortly due to 
be submitted to the Scrutiny Management Board. 

• It was suggested to the Panel by officers attending the meeting that the Tenants’ 
Association be invited to submit a written response to the Panel’s report and 
that that response should be made available to members of the Scrutiny 
Management Board and the Cabinet if so requested. 

 
It was AGREED that 
 
1. the Panel’s report be considered final pending the following changes: 
  

(i) That the recommendation relating to the implementation of the 
District Valuer’s reappraisal of the rental rates be amended to 
acknowledge that new tenants would be charged the new rent. 

(ii) That a recommendation for the Lead Member to meet with the 
Tenants’ Association for the purpose of improving communication 
be added to the Panel’s report. 

 
2. that the reappraised rental rates for individual tenants be disclosed on a 

tenants by tenants basis for the information of existing tenants. 
 
3. that the Tenants’ Association be invited to submit a response to the Panel’s 

report and that this be made available to Councillors who wished to view it. 
  
 
 

 
 
 
  

 
 

 
   


