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COUNCIL – 27TH FEBRUARY 2017 
 

ITEM 10 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
      

10.1 Councillor Parton – Increasing House Safety in Loughborough 
 

Given that one student house was burgled three times in four months, would the 
Lead Member provide details of what the Council is doing to promote security of 
homes in the town? 
 
The Leader, or his nominee, will respond: 
 
The Community Safety Partnership has a strategy aimed at reducing domestic 
burglary, particularly in respect of students.  It is a multi-agency plan that is 
focused upon activity throughout the academic year. 
 
A range of initiatives to reduce burglaries in Loughborough has been run 
including social media campaigns at relevant times, student/landlord briefings, 
targeted multi-agency patch walks in identified hot spot locations and the sharing 
of intelligence with all partners and community groups. 
 
The crime prevention initiatives are being heeded by student residences, making 
it harder for offenders.    
 

10.2 Councillor Radford – Support for Tenants Wishing to Purchase Council Properties 
 
Could the Lead Member outline what information is passed to tenants wishing to 
buy their pre-fab Council homes, to help them find a suitable mortgage?  Are we 
aware of any problems encountered by tenants in this situation and, if so, what 
can we do to help them further? 
 
The Leader, or his nominee, will respond: 
 
The right to buy scheme offers substantial discounts to tenants who have lived in 
their Council property for a minimum qualifying period of three years.  Discounts 
range from 35% to 70% or £77,900 (whichever is the lower) depending upon 
length of time as a public sector tenant.  Council tenants in non-traditionally built 
properties receive a letter at the same time as their right to buy formal offer and 
valuation advising them of the deterioration in the reinforced concrete structure 
identified in a similar type of property in Scotland.  The letter also states that their 
property is of a non-traditional construction type and that they should take advice 
before proceeding further. Should they proceed and subsequently find structural 
defects, they would not be entitled to compensation under the Housing Act 1985.  
As the letter goes out when the offer is made prospective purchasers should not 
have incurred any costs as a result of their application to date.  A copy of this 
letter is attached as an appendix for information.  Additionally, for tenants living in 
non-traditional properties, the valuation made by the District Valuer takes into 
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account the construction type and therefore the value will usually be lower than 
that of a traditional house.  
 
The Council has carried out work to improve its non-traditional housing stock, 
cladding the external concrete type walls.  All of these properties meet the decent 
homes standard. 
 
Unfortunately officers at the Council are unable to provide advice to tenants on 
their choice of mortgage, and they would need to talk to their independent 
financial advisor or bank/building society.  
 
The Council does not currently provide loans to the public.  Therefore we are have 
no method of assisting tenants with their purchase should they be unable to 
obtain a mortgage due to the house being of non-traditional construction. 
 

10.3 Councillor Smidowicz – Houses in Multiple Occupation 
 

Could the Lead Member tell me what plans are being considered as to how the 
new Housing Act requirements in respect of houses in multiple occupation will be 
implemented?  Could the Lead Member also tell me what plans are being 
considered for when the work of the PhD student, which has been partly funded 
by the Council, is completed? 
 
The Leader, or his nominee, will respond: 
 
The Council is waiting for the Regulations and date for the implementation of the 
Extension of Mandatory Licensing of HMOs and Related Reforms before plans 
can be put in place to implement them. A Policy will then be formulated and 
submitted to the Cabinet for approval. 
 
The database provided by the University has been in use for several months to 
inform planning decisions.  Officers are continuing to work with the University to 
ensure that the database is kept up to date. 

 
10.4 Councillor Taylor – Assessment of Council Properties for Families with Children 

Under the Age of 10 
 

Following queries raised by recent casework in my ward, I would like to ask 
whether the Lead Member could explain and review how the Council assesses 
appropriate Council properties for families with children under the age of 10?  If 
the accommodation offered has limited space in a second bedroom I understand 
that tenants are expected to use bunk beds for two children under the age of 10.  
However, how is this policy reviewed if the parents fear for the safety of their 
children using the top bunk bed? 
 
The Leader, or his nominee, will respond: 
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Under the Allocations Policy priority is given according to the level/urgency of an 
applicant’s housing need.  Applicants who have a need for one additional 
bedroom qualify for the medium band, applicants who have a need for two or 
more bedrooms qualify for the high band and applicants who are resident in 
statutorily overcrowded accommodation qualify for the priority band.   
  
The Allocation Policy’s bedroom criteria reflect national standards.  The Council 
determines the size of accommodation a home seeker is eligible to bid for using 
the following criteria. 
  
A separate bedroom is normally needed for each of the following: 

  

 every adult couple or single parent  

 any other adult aged 16 years or over  

 any two children aged under 10 years regardless of sex  

 any two children aged under 16 years of the same sex  

 any other child. 
  
Statutory overcrowding assessments take into account the number and ages of 
occupants and the number and sizes of the bedrooms and any other rooms 
within the property that could reasonably be used as a bedroom.  
  
The statutory definition of overcrowding, as set out in Part 10 of the Housing Act 
1985, works by calculating the permitted number of people for a dwelling in one 
of two ways.  The lower number thus calculated is the permitted number for the 
dwelling.  One test is based on the number of living rooms in the dwelling 
(disregarding rooms of less than 50 square feet):  

  

 one room = two persons  

 two rooms = three persons  

 three rooms = five persons  

 four rooms = seven and a half persons  

 five rooms or more = ten persons plus two for each room in excess of five 
rooms.  

  
A child below the age of one does not count and a child between the age of 1 
and 10 counts as a half person. 
  
The other test is based on floor areas of each room size:  

  

 less than 50 square feet = no-one  

 50 to less than 70 square feet = half a person  

 70 to less than 90 square feet = one person  

 90 to less than 110 square feet = one and a half persons  

 110 square feet or larger = two persons. 
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The Council has the scope within the Allocations Policy to award priority to 
applicants who do not meet the above bedroom criteria but have other poor 
housing conditions, for example applicants who live in duplex style properties 
and have a sufficient number of bedrooms but have very limited space within the 
living areas.  
  
Any information provided by applicants such as risk of harm from the use of 
bunk beds which is supported by evidence would be considered as part of the 
assessment of an application.  The Council does have the flexibility to exercise 
discretion, so when reviewing cases exceptional circumstances, such as a 
medical or welfare need, are taken into consideration when banding applicants. 
  
When a property is advertised via our Choice Based Lettings scheme, the 
applicants who bid for it are shortlisted in order of their priority band and then the 
date they were placed in the band.  
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE TO COUNCIL – PROCEDURE 
 
• Councillors are required to submit a question on notice in writing by 12noon on the 

sixth working day prior to Council, the title of the question is published on the Council 
Agenda. 

• Questions and responses will be published at the end of the previous working day 
(usually the Friday prior to a Council meeting on a Monday) and will be available at the 
Council meeting for Councillors, the press and the public. 

• After the questions and responses are published Councillors may indicate that they 
wish to ask a supplementary question and/or make a statement by noon on the day of 
the Council meeting. 

• The Mayor will invite those Councillors who have indicated that they wish to do so to 
ask a supplementary question and/or make a statement. 

• The Leader (or relevant Lead Member on behalf of the Leader) or Chair of the 
Committee is able to respond. 

• The total time each person can speak on a single question is time limited. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Telephone: 01509 263151  Email: information@charnwood.gov.uk 

Visit us at www.charnwood.gov.uk 

 

 

Dear Sir & Madam 

 

THE RIGHT TO BUY SCHEME - 

PREFABRICATED REINFORCED 

CONCRETE HOUSES - HOUSING ACT 

1985 

 

I refer to your Right to Buy Notice dated.  You will have already received the response notice 

form RTB2 admitting your Right to Buy. 

 

The property in which you reside is a prefabricated reinforced concrete house known as a 

Wates type/Airey/Cornish Reema.  During an inspection of a similar type of concrete house in 

Scotland signs of deterioration were noted in the reinforced concrete structure resulting from 

carbonation and use of chloride. 

 

The Department of the Environment therefore asked the Building Research Establishment to 

carry out an investigation into the problem.  I enclose herewith the Building Research 

Establishment's Report into the structural condition of the Wates type/Airey/Cornish Reema.   

unit houses. 
 

As a result of the investigations to which I refer, the Housing Defects Act 1984 became law on 

the 1st December 1984 and gives assistance to tenants who have purchased their Council 

properties in ignorance of any defects. 

 

I am required by the Housing Act 1985, to inform you that should you purchase the above 

property, you will not be eligible for assistance in respect of the property, because you would 

have purchased after the 26th April 1984 (which is the cut-off date laid down in the legislation) 

and on notice of the fact that this is a defective-type house. 

 

Please let me know, bearing in mind this letter, and the information you now have before you 

about prefabricated reinforced concrete houses, whether you wish to proceed with your 

proposed purchase.  I look forward to hearing from you in writing as soon as possible, but no 

doubt you would like to take advice from your Solicitor or other advisers in the light of the 

circumstances. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Property Services 

Property Services 

Charnwood Borough Council, Southfields, 

Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 2TT 

Fax No: 01509 238302      

DX No 19628 Loughborough 

 

Direct Line        : 

Email Address :  

My Ref :   

Date :   
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