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MEMBER CONDUCT COMMITTEE 
4TH DECEMBER 2017 

 
PRESENT: Councillors Gaskell (Chair), Tassell (Vice-chair), Bentley, Forrest, 

Hadji-Nikolaou, Rollings, and Taylor  
 
Mr D Marchant (Parish Member) 
 
Councillor Slater - Chair of Plans Committee (item 6) 
Head of Planning and Regeneration (item 6) 
 
Head of Strategic Support (Monitoring Officer) 
Interim Democratic Services Manager (Deputy Monitoring Officer) 
Democratic Services Officer (NC) 

 
APOLOGY:  Councillor B Crick (Parish Member) 
 
The Chair stated that the meeting would be recorded and the sound recording 
subsequently made available via the Council’s website.  She also advised that, 
under the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, other people 
may film, record, tweet or blog from this meeting, and the use of any such images or 
sound recordings was not under the Council’s control. 
 
The Chair of the Committee welcomed the newly appointed Parish Member to the 
meeting. 
 

7. MINUTES 
 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 11th September 2017 were confirmed as a true 
record and signed.  

  
8. DISCLOSURES OF PECUNIARY AND PERSONAL INTERESTS 
 

No disclosures were made. 
 
9. QUESTIONS UNDER COMMITTEE PROCEDURE 12.8 
 

No questions had been received. 
 

10. AGENDA VARIANCE 
 
RESOLVED that Item 6 – Review of the Planning Code of Good Practice be 
considered before item 5 on the agenda. 
 
Reason 
 
To enable an officer to attend for the consideration of the item. 
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11. REVIEW OF PLANNING CODE OF GOOD PRACTICE  
 

Considered a report of the Monitoring Officer providing an opportunity for the 
Committee to review the Planning Code of Good Practice (item 6 on the agenda filed 
with these minutes).   
 

 Councillor Hadji-Nikolaou arrived at the meeting at 6.05pm. 
 

The Chair of the Plans Committee, and the Head of Planning and Regeneration 
attended the meeting to assist with this item, and the Committee considered each 
suggested amendment in turn. 
 
It was noted that Suggestion A, (Point 12.12 Plans Committee procedures – (b) 
public speaking rights) relating to the Plans Committee procedures in the Council’s 
Constitution had been allocated as a request by Parish Clerks in error and should 
have stated that the request was by a Councillor who had attended the Parish and 
Town Council Clerks Liaison meeting. 

 
RESOLVED 
 
1. that the report and officer responses be noted; 
 
2. that the Monitoring Officer be asked to make amendments to paragraph 7.1 of 

the Planning Code of Good Practice to reflect the distinction between the 
general advice to all ward councillors and the role of members of the Plans 
Committee, as part of the Constitutional Review. 

 
Reasons 
 
1. Having considered the suggested amendments, and asked questions of the 

Head of Planning and Regeneration and the Chair of Plans Committee, the 
Committee were satisfied with the officer responses provided. 

 
2. Members wished to clarify the different requirements for all councillors and 

members of Plans Committee in their roles, and to provide councillors 
intervening as Ward Councillors at Plans Committee clear guidance. 

 
12. REVIEW OF THE CONSTITUTION 
 

Considered a report of the Monitoring Officer providing a briefing about the annual 
review of the Council’s Constitution and those parts of the Constitution (including the 
Members’ Code of Conduct) that relate to the roles of the Committee (item 5 on the 
agenda filed with these minutes).   
 
It was noted that the Members’ Code of Conduct was a common code shared with 
the County Council and with some of the other District Councils, and it would be 
advisable to obtain agreement of other relevant Local Authorities when considering 
amendments.   
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RESOLVED that the report be noted and that the Monitoring Officer update the 
Social Media Guidance note (previously circulated by this Committee in February 
2016) as required and circulate to Borough Councillors and Parish and Town Council 
Clerks. 
  
Reason 
 
Members acknowledged that this was a complex matter for both Borough and Parish 
councillors and wished to provide guidance for councillors on the use of social 
media.  It was noted that updating the Members’ Code of Conduct might not be 
appropriate in this case and the Committee asked that, in future when the Members’ 
Code of Conduct was reviewed, that it was made clear to the Committee that 
possible amendments could be subject to consideration by other Local Authorities. 
 

13. UPDATE ON COMPLAINTS RECEIVED 
 

Considered a report of the Monitoring Officer providing an update on complaints 
received about breaches of the Members’ Code of Conduct and any issues arising 
from those complaints (item 7 on the agenda filed with these minutes).   
 
RESOLVED that the current position in respect of complaints about breaches of the 
Members’ Code of Conduct that have been received be noted. 

 
Reason 

 
To keep the Committee informed about complaints. 

 
14. WORK PROGRAMME 
 

Considered a report of the Monitoring Officer enabling the Committee to agree a 
work programme to plan its future business (item 8 on the agenda filed with these 
minutes).  
 
RESOLVED  that the Committee’s current work programme be noted and updated in 
accordance with the decisions taken during consideration of this item and other 
items on the agenda. 

 
Reason 
 
To enable the Committee to fulfil its role in promoting and maintaining high standards 
of conduct by councillors and co-opted members. 
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NOTES: 
 

1. No reference may be made to these minutes at the Council meeting on 22nd 
January 2018 unless notice to that effect is given to the Democratic Services 
Manager by five members of the Council by noon on the fifth working day 
following publication of the minutes.  

 
2. These minutes are subject to confirmation as a correct record at the next 

meeting of the Member Conduct Committee. 


