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MEMBER CONDUCT COMMITTEE 
11TH SEPTEMBER 2017 

 
PRESENT: Councillors Gaskell (Chair), Tassell (Vice-chair), Bentley, Rollings, 

Taylor and Tillotson 
 
Ms B. Crick (Parish Member) 
 
Head of Strategic Support (Monitoring Officer) 
Interim Democratic Services Manager (Deputy Monitoring Officer) 
Democratic Services Officer (NC) 

 
APOLOGY:  Councillor Hadji-Nikolaou 
 
It was noted that Councillor Ann Marshall had resigned as a Parish Member of the 
Committee due to other commitments.  Several expressions of interest had been 
received for the two Parish Member vacancies and interviews of these applicants 
would be arranged with the Chair and Vice-chair and other Members of the 
Committee. 
 

1. MINUTES 
 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 5th December 2016 were confirmed as a true 
record and signed.  

  
2. DISCLOSURES OF PECUNIARY AND PERSONAL INTERESTS 
 

No disclosures were made. 
 
3. QUESTIONS UNDER COMMITTEE PROCEDURE 12.8 
 

No questions had been received. 
 
4. REGISTER OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 
 

Considered a report of the Monitoring Officer providing an update regarding the 
Register of Members’ Interests (item 5 on the agenda filed with these minutes).    
 
It was noted that since the publication of the agenda the response rate of Borough 
Councillors in August had increased from 33% to 54%.   
 
Councillor Bentley arrived at 6.05pm. 

 
RESOLVED  
 
1. that a time limit of four weeks be added to the email reminders sent asking 

Borough Councillors and the Clerks of Parish and Town Councils to confirm if 
their entry in the Registers of Members Interests required amending or had 
not changed; 
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2. that the wording in the text of the email reminders sent asking Borough 

Councillor and Clerks of Parish and Town Councils to confirm if their entry in 
the Register of Members’ Interest required amending or had not changed 
includes reference to the Localism Act 2011, other relevant legislation and the 
requirement to respond within 28 days of any changes 

 
3. that the Committee receives an update at its meeting scheduled on 18th 

March 2018 with respect to the Register of Members’ Interests including more 
detailed information regarding Parish and Town Councillor responses; 

 
Reasons 

 
1. Members wished to encourage Borough Councillors and the Clerks of Parish 

and Town Councils to confirm if their entry in the Register of Members’ 
Interests required amending or had not changed in a timely manner. 

 
2. Members wished the email to be worded in a manner as to highlight the 

importance of responding to the emails asking Borough Councillors and the 
Clerks of Parish and Town Councils to confirm if their entry in the Register of 
Members’ Interests required amending or had not changed. 

 
3. Although the Committee recognised that there was not a legal requirement for 

Councillors to respond to the emails asking Borough Councillors and Clerks of 
Parish and Town Councils to confirm if their entry in the Register of Members’ 
Interests required amending or had not changed, Members were disappointed 
with the response rate of 54% and felt that the situation required monitoring.  
With respect to the percentage response rate for the Clerks of Parish and 
Town Councils, Members were concerned that the percentage reflected the 
number of responses from Clerks and not the responses received from 
individual Parish and Town Councillors. 

 
5. UPDATE ON COMPLAINTS RECEIVED 
 

Considered a report of the Monitoring Officer providing an update on complaints 
received about breaches of the Members’ Code of Conduct and any issues arising 
from those complaints (item 6 on the agenda filed with these minutes).   
 

 The Monitoring Officer noted that there had been seven complaints since the last 
meeting of the Committee with one complaint still at the fact finding stage.  He 
reminded Members that an Independent Person was consulted with respect to 
complaints received and that an appeal process had been introduced previously for 
a complainant at the fact finding stage if they wished to appeal the decision. 

 
(post meeting note: the introduction of an appeal process at the fact finding stage 
was agreed at the meeting of the Committee on 7th March 2016, minute 31.1 refers). 

 
RESOLVED that the current position in respect of complaints about breaches of the 
Members’ Code of Conduct that have been received be noted. 
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Reason 

 
To keep the Committee informed about complaints. 

 
6. WORK PROGRAMME 
 

Considered a report of the Monitoring Officer enabling the Committee to agree a 
work programme to plan its future business (item 9 on the agenda filed with these 
minutes).  
 
The Monitoring Officer noted that in early 2018 the Committee on Standards in 
Public Life would launch a consultation with respect to standards and the Committee 
could be asked to provide feedback. 

 
RESOLVED  
 
1. that at the Committee’s meeting to be held on 4th December 2017, it 

considers possible amendments to the Planning Code of Good Practice and 
the Members’ Code of Conduct that it may wish to recommend as part of the 
annual Constitution review process and, to enable a suitable consideration of 
the item, areas for discussion are defined prior to the meeting by Members of 
the Committee, and the Chair of Plans Committee and Head of Planning and 
Regeneration be invited to attend the meeting; 

 
2. that at the Committee’s meeting to be held on 18th March 2018, it considers 

whether data protection issues relating to General Data Protection 
Regulations (GDPR) should be reviewed as part of the Members’ Code of 
Conduct; 

 
3. that the Committee’s current work programme be noted and updated in 

accordance with the decisions taken during consideration of this item and 
other items on the agenda. 

 
Reasons 

 
1. Members wished to review the Planning Code and Members’ Code of 

Conduct to ensure they continued to provide appropriate rules and guidance 
with respect to ethical standards relating to planning and conduct matters. 

 
2. The Committee wished to further its understanding of General Data Protection 

Regulations (GDPR) by attending the training scheduled for all Councillors in 
February 2018 prior to considering at its meeting to be held on 18th March 
2018 whether data protection issues should be reviewed as part of the 
Members’ Code of Conduct. 

 
3. To enable the Committee to fulfil its role in promoting and maintaining high 

standards of conduct by councillors and co-opted members. 
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NOTES: 
 

1. No reference may be made to these minutes at the Council meeting on 6th 
November 2017 unless notice to that effect is given to the Democratic 
Services Manager by five members of the Council by noon on the fifth working 
day following publication of the minutes.  

 
2. These minutes are subject to confirmation as a correct record at the next 

meeting of the Member Conduct Committee. 


