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MEMBER CONDUCT COMMITTEE – 19TH MARCH 2018 
 

Report of the Monitoring Officer 
 

Part A 
 
ITEM 5 GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS (GDPR) 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
To provide the Committee with an opportunity to consider whether data protection 
issues relating to General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) should be reviewed 
as part of the Members’ Code of Conduct. 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the Committee notes the explanation of the additional requirements arising from 
GDPR, and resolves that no amendment is required to the Members’ Code of 
Conduct. 
 
Reason 
 
Although there are new requirements arising from GDPR which will impact on 
Councillors, there is already a legal requirement for them to comply with existing Data 
Protection legislation.  
 
Policy Justification and Previous Decisions 
 
On 11th September 2017, the Member Conduct Committee requested that at its 
meeting on 19th March 2018 that it considers whether data protection issues relating 
to General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) should be reviewed as part of the 
Members’ Code of Conduct. A briefing session on 21st February 2018 regarding data 
protection was arranged for all councillors to attend. 
 
Implementation Timetable including Future Decisions 
 
Not applicable. 
 
Report Implications 
 
The following implications have been identified for this report. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
None 
 
Risk Management 
 
The risks associated with maintaining registers of interests and proposed actions to 
mitigate those risks are set out in the table below. 
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Risk Identified Likelihood Impact Risk Management Actions Planned 

Individual 
Councillors are 
‘data controllers’ for 
the purposes of 
GDPR and existing 
Data Proection 
legislation, and 
therefore could be 
found in breach of 
the requirements is 
they do not take 
appropriate steps to 
comply with the 
relevant 
requirements.   
 

Possible Moderate A training session for Members on 
GDPR and Data Protection was 
held on 21st February 2018, and 
further guidance will continue to be 
provided. 

 
 
Background Papers:  None 
 
Officer to Contact:  Adrian Ward  
    Head of Strategic Support and Monitoring Officer 

01509 634573 
adrian.ward@charnwood.gov.uk  
 

mailto:adrian.ward@charnwood.gov.uk
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Part B 
 
1. GDPR comes into effect on 25th May 2018, and is intended to strengthen and 

unify data protection for all individuals within the Europen Union. It brings in: 
 

 More rights for data subjects 
 Additional duties for data controllers 
 Larger fines (up to £17 million) 

 
2. Councillors are all individual data controllers for data protection purposes, and 

so will be affected by GDPR. 
 
3. A member development briefing session was held on 21st February 2018 

covering GDPR and general data protection issues, and further guidance will 
continue to be provided to members. It is understood that the Local Government 
Association is developing an on-line learning tool for councillors, and this will be 
publicised to all members once it is available. 

 
4. In terms of the Code of Conduct, councillors are already obliged to comply with 

existing data protection legislation and requirements, and so in the view of the 
Monitoring Officer there is no need to amend the Code to reflect the new 
requirements that will arise as a result of GDPR.      


