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MANAGING STUDENT OCCUPANCY SCRUTINY PANEL – ACTION NOTES 
 
MEETING 2 – 17TH JUNE 2013 
 
ATTENDED BY:  Councillors Jukes (Chair), M. Smith (Vice-chair), Burr,  

M. Hunt, Pacey, Parton and Smidowicz  
  
APOLOGIES: Councillors Bradshaw and Ranson 
 

Officers: M. Hopkins and F. Whittington 
 
CONSIDERED AT THIS MEETING: 
 
DOCUMENT OR MATTER 
 

ACTION(S) AGREED 

Scope Document  Updates noted 
Action Notes Noted  
Responses to 
Questionnaires 

 

A summary of response from the public was 
received and noted. 

Studentification Prof. Darren Smith gave a presentation of some of 
his pioneering work in respect of studentification in 
the following areas: 

• Historical information/patterns 
• Recent fall in numbers in some areas and 

rise in others 
• Spatial patterns 
• The current picture 
• Purpose built student accommodation 

on/off campus 
• Patterns of ownership 
• Conclusions of the presentation were that 

further robust data was required, together 
with further mapping of student occupancy 
levels.  A GIS system logging each house 
was recommended. 

(A copy of the presentation has been filed with the 
agenda papers) 

 Discuss the University’s view of recording term 
time address data with Alison Barlow at 28th June 
2013 meeting. 

 Officers investigate coastal town regeneration, for 
example Morecombe/Blackpool and St Leonards 
on Sea/ Hastings and how similar approaches 
could be used in areas of Loughborough where 
students were moving away from in large numbers 
to return to family properties. 

Prof. D. Smith’s email 
address 

D.P.Smith@lboro.ac.uk 

 
 
 

mailto:D.P.Smith@lboro.ac.uk
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ISSUES DISCUSSED WITH WITNESSES: 
 
WITNESS 
 

ISSUES DISCUSSED 

Prof. D. 
Smith 

• Students becoming more discerning and looking for better 
quality accommodation with more facilities. 

 • The majority of students wanted to live off campus for their 
second and third years. 

 • 2010/11 Fall in student numbers.  Resulted in previously 
rented houses being put for sale or properties/rooms vacant. 

 • Concerns re address data, with a large number of students 
registered at their parents’ address and not providing a local 
address. Officers at the University were looking into this. 

 • Reference made to the number of students looking for 
accommodation with on road parking. 

 • Accurate HMO data was required. 
 • In respect of the student requirements for accommodation, 

Students appeared to be splitting in to definite groups; one 
who were affluent and were happy to absorb higher costs for 
better quality accommodation and facilities and others 
seeking lower rental costs and moving to different areas of 
the town to find it. 

 • Reference was made to concerns in the direction of student 
movement from areas and into new ones.  Kingfisher estate 
had been saturated for 5 years.  The submitted data did not 
show the numbers moving to the NRN area or the exact 
numbers moving from the Storer Road area. 

 • Consideration should be given to supporting areas students 
were leaving.  Would they be left for transient people to use 
for short periods – which would cause other problems – or 
return to family accommodation? 

 • Concern was expressed that the Electoral Register was not 
totally accurate, with a number of houses not having any 
recorded occupants. 

 • Consideration be given to providing Prof. Smith with 
information in respect of the Council’s property and electoral 
register data.  To allow him to write some Fortran Programs 
to identify change in residence within houses based on the 
number of occupants and surnames and comparative 
analyses be conducted across registers. 

 • Consideration be given to the establishment of a GIS System 
to include university term time address data with the electoral 
register and other data to provide more accurate information 
about location of student HMOs. 

 • Nationally, different tools and methods being used to identify 
student number thresholds in areas.  Currently 
Loughborough use small output areas.  Suggest include Halls 
of Residence in figures and move to 100 meter radius.  
Further consideration be given to thresholds. 

 • Survey re Article 4 Directions launching on 11th July 2013 at 
the Reading Conference on studentification. 
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POSSIBLE ISSUES FOR THE PANEL REPORT RAISED BY WITNESSES 
 
 At what scale was information required about student occupancy 

to effectively manage it.  Did it need to be house by house or was 
a proportion of student-occupied in a larger area sufficient.   

 What sources of information were required to provide an accurate 
picture of student occupancy, who held the information and were 
there any barriers to sharing it. How accurate did the information 
need to be for it to be useful for the Council’s purposes (including 
enforcement) and could the Council assist in providing information 
to the University. 

 What could the Council learn from the experience of coastal towns 
regarding bringing homes back into family use. 

 
OTHER ISSUES RAISED/DISCUSSED AT THIS MEETING: 
 
The Panel was asked to identify other Key Witnesses to invite to future 
meetings. 

 
FURTHER MEETINGS OF THE PANEL: 
 
Previously agreed: 
 
13th June 2013 -  Officers have contacted Letting Agents to invite them to 

  participate with the Panel, either by submitting written  
  evidence or attending a future meeting.  No responses 
  have been received to date. 

 
28th June 2013 - A full day meeting, with the following witnesses invited to 

attend: 
  

   K. McPheeley – Loughborough University Student  
          Accommodations Officer 

    
A. Chell – Local Landlords Association 

 
   E. Read and – President of the Students Union,  
   Ally McDonald  Loughborough University 

 
   A. Barlow – Loughborough University Community  
     Relations Manager                

 
30th July 2013 - 6.00pm To review the outcomes of the first three 

meetings of the Panel and agreed a way forward.  
Consider questions to put to officers, look at what the 
Council can require/ policy making/ levers of control. 

 
 
August 2013 - Officers arrange a further full day meeting to invite 

Council Officers to attend as witnesses. 
 
 


