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OVERVIEW SCRUTINY GROUP – 31ST JULY 2017 
 

Report of the Cabinet 
 

 
ITEM 08 OVERVIEW SCRUTINY GROUP PRE-DECISION SCRUTINY - 

CABINET RESPONSE  
 
Purpose of Report 
 
To set out the Cabinet’s responses to the recommendations of the Group on pre-
decision scrutiny items. 
 
Action Requested 
 
To note the Cabinet’s responses to the recommendations submitted by the Group on 
items considered for pre-decision scrutiny.   
 
Policy Context 
 
One of the principles of effective scrutiny, identified by the Centre for Public Scrutiny, 
is “provide a constructive critical friend challenge to the Executive”. 
 
Pre-decision Scrutiny 
 
Since the June meeting of the Group, the Cabinet has considered the following items 
on which the Group undertook pre-decision scrutiny: 
 
A. Capital Plan Amendment Report  
 
B. Additions to Annual Procurement Plan 2017/18 
 
C. Fearon Hall – Proposed Tripartite Lease Agreement 
 
 
Details of the Group’s consideration of the items as reported to the Cabinet on 6th 
July 2017 are set out in the appendix to this report.   
 
Cabinet Response  
 
The Cabinet considered the Group’s reports and acknowledged the work undertaken 
and the views of the Group.  In particular, the Cabinet responded as follows to the 
reports: 
 
Capital Plan Amendment Report 
 
The Cabinet adopted the officer recommendations, which the Group had supported. 
 
 
Additions to Annual Procurement Plan 2017/18 
 
The Cabinet adopted the officer recommendations, which the Group had supported. 
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Fearon Hall – Proposed Tripartite Lease Agreement 
 
The Cabinet adopted the officer recommendations, which the Group had supported 
along with the Group’s recommendation that any unused contingency funds be used 
towards the interior of the Fearon Hall building. 
 
Report Implications 
 
The following implications have been identified for this report: 
 
Financial Implications  
 
None. 
 
Risk Management  
 
No risks have been identified in connection with this report. 
 
 
Background Papers: None 
 
Officer to contact:  Nadia Ansari 

Democratic Services Officer 
    01509 634502 
    nadia.ansari@charnwood.gov.uk  
  

mailto:nadia.ansari@charnwood.gov.uk
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APPENDIX  
 
CAPITAL PLAN AMENDMENT REPORT 
 
Recommendation of the Overview Scrutiny Group 

That the Cabinet be informed that the Group supports the recommendations as set 
out in the report of the Head of Finance and Property Services. 
 
Reason  
 
Having considered the report and asked questions of the Strategic Director of 
Corporate Services on the matter, the Group concluded that it would be appropriate 
to approve the recommendations as set out in the report. 
 
Meeting Discussion 
 
Following questions from the Group, the Strategic Director of Corporate Services 
(and the Chief Executive) provided the following responses: 
 
(i) in relation to recommendation 2 Councillor Smidowicz advised she would be 

speaking to the relevant officer about the proposed decrease in funding as she 

was concerned as a ward councillor for the area. 

(ii) members were concerned about the sequencing of recommendation 3 

regarding Fearon Hall as the proposed tri partite agreement was to be 

discussed later in the meeting and had not yet been agreed by Cabinet. The 

Group was advised that Cabinet would be considering the tri-partite 

agreement for Fearon Hall as well as the recommendation made for funding in 

the Capital Plan at the same meeting. 

(iii) there was a query over the extent of the refurbishment to the Park Road 

Bowling Green refurbishment and whether it would cover the car park area 

which was clarified for the Group. 
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ADDITIONS TO ANNUAL PROCUREMENT PLAN 2017/18 
 
Recommendation of the Overview Scrutiny Group 
 
That the Cabinet be informed that the Group supports the recommendations as set 
out in the report of the Head of Finance and Property Services. 
 
Reason  
 
Having considered the report and asked questions of the Strategic Director of 
Corporate Services on the matter, the Group concluded that it would be appropriate 
to approve the recommendations as set out in the report. 
 
Meeting Discussion 
 
Following questions from the Group, the Strategic Director of Corporate Services 
(and the Chief Executive) provided the following responses: 
 
(i) there was clarification for the Group on the terms and process for tendering 

projects.  
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FEARON HALL – PROPOSED TRIPARTITE LEASE AGREEMENT 
 
Recommendations of the Overview Scrutiny Group 
 
1. that the Cabinet be informed that the Group supports the recommendations as 

set out in the report of the Strategic Director of Corporate Services. 
 
2. that any unused contingency funds contribute towards the internal decoration 

of the building. 
 
 
Reasons 
 
1. Having considered the report and asked questions of the Strategic Director of 

Corporate Services on the matter, the Group concluded that it would be 
appropriate to approve the recommendations as set out in the report. 

 
2. to assist in the objective of creating a sustainable Community Association. 
 
 
Meeting Discussion 
 
Following questions from the Group, the Strategic Director of Corporate Services 
provided the following responses: 
 
(i) the process for the refurbishment of the building was discussed as there was a 

query over the sequencing of the building works to be undertaken. Advice on 
the order in which works were to be completed had been received from the 
surveyor consulted by the Council who was familiar with the specific issues of 
the site. 

(ii) clarification was provided on how the agreement would work going forward: 
the Council would pay for the works to be completed and then its financial 
responsibility regarding the property and the lease would end. The report 
envisages that the Council would continue to act as a strategic partner with 
the Fearon Hall Community Association. The aim was to give the Community 
Association maximum opportunity of becoming a stable and successful 
organisation, assisted by the Council in its ongoing role as a Strategic Partner 
to the Association. 

(iii) the Group was informed that no funds had been set aside for internal 
decoration although the Community Association had been given the 
responsibility for the interior of the building.  

(iv) the Group was grateful for the information provided in the report which 
provided welcome clarity for members. 

(v) there was a query over the condition of the ground (the Earth shifting) and why 
this had happened. It was noted that this had occurred over a number of 
years, probably due to changes in the composition of the clay on which the 
Hall was built. Several members expressed their knowledge of the site and felt 
that earth movement would continue. However, there was confidence that the 
building would remain stable. 

 (vi) the insurance responsibilities would lie with partners to the lease agreement in 
accordance with the lease terms and conditions. 

 


