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SCRUTINY MANAGEMENT BOARD 
14TH NOVEMBER 2017 

 
PRESENT: The Chair (Councillor Miah) 
 The Vice-chair (Councillor Parsons) 
 Councillors Bebbington, Hachem, Seaton and Taylor  

 
Councillor Hayes, as a signatory to the Call-in, to address the 
Board in accordance with Scrutiny Committee Procedure Rule 
11.7 

 
Councillor Bokor, Cabinet Lead Member for Loughborough 
 
Chief Executive 

 Strategic Director of Neighbourhoods and 
 Community Wellbeing 
 Head of Cleansing and Open Spaces 
 Democratic Services Manager  
 Democratic Services Officer (NA) 
  
APOLOGIES: Councillor Fryer (not attending due to conflict of interest, as  

Councillor Fryer had been party to the decision being 
scrutinised at this call in meeting, as a former member of the 
Cabinet) and Councillor Lowe (not attending due to conflict of 
interest, as a Funeral Director). 

  
 Also received, but not available to report to this meeting, an 
apology from Councillor K. Harris. 

 
The Chair stated that this meeting would be recorded and the sound recording 
subsequently made available via the Council’s website.  He also advised that, 
under the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, other 
people may film, record, tweet or blog from this meeting, and the use of any 
such images or sound recordings was not under the Council’s control.  
 

27. DISCLOSURES OF PECUNIARY AND PERSONAL INTEREST 
 
Councillor Hachem disclosed a personal interest in respect of item 4 on the 
agenda, as a signatory to the call-in and stated that he felt able to consider 
the matter fairly and with an open mind, and would do so (having received 
advice on this matter from Democratic Services prior to the meeting).  
 

28. DECLARATIONS – THE PARTY WHIP 
 
No declarations were made. 
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29. CALL-IN OF CABINET DECISION – FUTURE CEMETERY PROVISION FOR 

LOUGHBOROUGH 
 
The decision taken by the Cabinet on 19th October 2017 in respect of this 
matter had been called-in under Scrutiny Committee Procedure 11.7 and 
required consideration by the Board.   
 
The Board considered a report of the Head of Strategic Support which 
included the report considered by the Cabinet, the minute outlining the 
Cabinet decision and reason for it, the reasons for Call-in and the desired 
outcome, and the process for reviewing the decision as set out in Scrutiny 
Committee Procedure 11.7 (item 4 on the agenda filed with these minutes). 
 
Further to the report, reference was made to a petition on this matter, 
submitted to the Full Council meeting on 6th November 2017 and which would 
be responded to in accordance with the Council’s Petition Scheme.  
 
In accordance with Scrutiny Committee Procedure 11.7, Councillor Hayes, as 
a signatory to the Call-in, addressed the Scrutiny Management Board.  
Further to the reasons stated in the Call-in, he stated the following, in 
summary and including in response to questions from the Board:   
 
(i) there was an agreement that the report had highlighted a need for a 

cemetery but he felt that the proposed site was not suitable due to an 
existing commitment to use the green space for a recreational ground. 

(ii) there was a definite lack of open spaces in Loughborough so the 
committee should be minded to promote the use of them where 
possible. 

(iii) the report did not fully detail or explain the reason for choosing the 
proposed site and it was felt that more information and factual evidence 
was needed, for example whether the land was fit for purpose. 

(iv) the urgency of the proposal was questioned given that the Council had 
previously looked at plans for a new cemetery and not agreed on a 
new site.  

(v) it was felt that the residents had not been consulted as an agreement 
for the new site was reached before any public consultation had taken 
place which was of concern. 

 

Having addressed the Board, Councillor Hayes left the table. 
 
Councillor Bokor, Cabinet Lead Member for Loughborough, had been invited 
to assist the Scrutiny Management Board with its consideration of the matter.  
She was assisted by the Strategic Director of Neighbourhoods and 
Community Wellbeing and the Head of Cleansing and Open Spaces.  The 
following was stated, in summary and including in response to questions from 
the Board: 
 
(i) Councillor Bokor shared some of the same concerns as the residents 
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and felt that the Board should refer the decision back to Cabinet.  
(ii) planning for new cemeteries was not covered in the core strategy, only 

planning to identify land for employment and housing so there was no 
specific provision for a new site. 

(iii) the previous estimate of the longevity of the current site was advised to 
have been a projection based on the usage at the time but there had 
been an increase in usage and so the projection was out of date. 
Subsequent burial studies had been completed which showed the need 
for a new site and prompted the report. 

(iv) the Cabinet report contained a technical report from consultants which 
looked at different factors and had used a framework to identify the 
most suitable site with the proviso that consultation was carried out 
once a preferred site had been chosen. 

(v) the option of extending the current site had been explained but the 
Board was advised that the land was not large enough and the 
development of the land would be disproportionate to the usage rate.  

 
Having assisted the Board, Councillor Bokor, the Strategic Director of 
Neighbourhoods and Community Wellbeing and the Head of Cleansing and 
Open Spaces left the table. 
 
RESOLVED that the decision be sent back to the Cabinet with the following 
comments of the Board, for the Cabinet to take a final decision on the matter: 
 
(i) there was general consensus that the call of the decision had been 

premature as the public would be consulted in due course and no 
definitive answer had been reached as to the site of the new cemetery.  

(ii) work needed to continue on appraising the 3 most viable sites in case 
one of those should prove a more suitable option. 

(iii) the public needed to be consulted on the proposals before a decision 
was reached by the Cabinet. 

 
Reason 
 
Having considered the decision and the reason for it, the Board considered 
that reconsideration of the matter by the Cabinet would be appropriate, and to 
ensure that the comments of the Board are taken into account when the 
Cabinet does so. 
 
NOTES 

 
1. Scrutiny Management Board’s membership changed between the date 

of publication of the agenda for this meeting and the meeting (see Full 
Council Minutes 6th November 2017).  
 

2. No reference may be made to these minutes at Council on 22nd January 
2018 unless notice to that effect is given to the Democratic Services 
Manager by five members of the Council by noon on the fifth working 
day following publication of the minutes. 
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3. These minutes are subject to confirmation as a correct record at the next 

ordinary meeting of Scrutiny Management Board. 
 

 
  




